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2w Tg:  The Joint Standing Commitice on Electoral Matiers - the Commiftee Secrefarial;

Feor informmtion:

ce: The Austraiian Electoral Commission, The Acting Electoral Commissioner. Mr Pagl Dacey,

The Prime Minister, Hon. Mr Joha Howsard, MP,
The [.eader of the Federal Opposition, Hon. Mr Kim Bealey, MD,
The Member for the Blectorate of Longumas, Uoa. Mr Mal Brough. MP.

11" Match 2005
Proposed Amendment (Rev 2) to the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918

Dear Sir,

I refer o the Commonweaith Blectoral Aot 1918 — Section 163, Qualifications for Momination. for
some lise 1 have boor investigating the pussibitity of an amendment o this scuticn of the Act as public
inicrest has been aroused ofl severs] occasions regarding the manner in which some people have been
approved as a candidate for either & member for the House of Ropresepiutives o as a candidate [or the
Senate.

In December 2604, 1 wroie te the Minister for Finanee and Administranon, Sesator Nicholas
Mirushin, MP, with courtesy copiss addressed to the Chatrman of the Sestralion Hlestomt Commission,
the Prime Minister and my local Federal Member, Hon. Mr Mal Brough, MP.  From that submission,
{Rev 1) 1 received 3 most constmictive rosponse trom the Acting Elechoral Commissioner, Mr Paul
Gacey, 1 which be sugaested & aumber of minor smondmonts & my nitiat proposal. ({ine of sty initial
proposals included a requirement that a prospective candidate be envolled in the very electorate in which
fesshe aspived 1o representy. In the meantime, 1 have modified my initial promosal sufficicetty, | believe,
to satisfy the suggestions of the Acting Electors) Commissiones, whalst il fallowieg my initiat beliefs
for clectoral reform. It is also ar the Acting Electoral Copmmissioner’s suggestion thal { forward any
Anure modified propusals w0 vour offfce tor further perusal and consideration.

May 1 publicly express sy sincere appreciation for the construgtive advive given [ me by Mr Paul
Dacey and for the effon he took to respond.  Such comprehensive and courteous responses are not

- common joday and are very much appreciated.

Please find enclosed Revision 2 of my proposal, which iffusteates irack changes from the carenily
approved Jext of Seciioa 163 of the Api. ) have also enciosed my initial Revision 1, as well as a
“Revision Inbraduction snd Highlipghts”. This document describes i desail all changes, the season for
change and any background motivation behingd the change.
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As oo retired
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I Offieer, 1 have had considerable experience in investigation, drafiing,
writing aid 1w00 :

publiations within the Aviation Pechnical

sr ol

isouss dhis propaossd

speensd wifh your
vet consider other
TOval.

rmrrorn mpie, you disagree with one aspeat of the proposa,

Appniaps

Yours Sincerely,

(/ John Clarkson
| ; Ssrgcant (RAAFY Retired.
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ATTACHMENT A

Be Commanwenlih Electoral Act ~
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cutions 0 comeds with the Avvirniisn

! :.q‘“'mﬂ.a{: gualificazions for previons conduet searches 10
vomply  wikh the Auwralian  Constituiion and w0 haprove  the
gualificetions of a candidate to ot least equad those of an crlisted
3 sft‘*-'* Avsuabian Defence Forees. in compliance with existipg

Legufations;

CHITIOVELE T uumun L,nl{“‘\luf.: it ail L,}CLL\huu_ within the q-ni{t‘ or

Territory in which they reside.
A vomprrhensive and detalled table of amendiment affects s listed below,

When rcvu:wng his tabie, please have the original page of the Act and ihie proposed
wmendment availebie 5o easy somparisons can be made.

! Fara Sub- Amcndment Description aned intent
i Para j
! ¢ . - o
| -
_] i : a - Insert “ar ,g‘ at end cf L+ -para T emphasize 28! sub-paragmaphs ers roquired for

qualification.

! c. inserted text fo cmphasise fo compiy  with the Austratian .,or'sfimlwn. ‘
chivemsiip i@ any coundry other ¢ (heprer !, Pam 4. Parggraph 44 {14
than  Agstrelin disgualifies he
candidate for eligibihty,
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1 4, ! Emu’reﬂ et w{"zmnaswe candidair L‘—*awz frwn the Ausirdiun Lr =!?£§Iuai<,m Chapler
; rmusi nob haye cuy pemding charges £ Pam 4. Pamueph 44 G Whilst the |
presious  convictions of an | Constitution prevents any person who “has been
: convickad or sebiect o be sentenced”. the author
I | has extended this aeshileazion ns comply with the

J Queen’s Regulaiion thom which i was written, {t

fnof duwecsd o sede that this paragraph i the
Consttstion, deawn from Quuen’s Reguludions,
| : has appiied 0 all Sworn Servenis of ihe Crown |
' for many years.  The awthor has had pérsoml
ohwn stions of nen whe  have b—im:z ;

o
hegorming s B

o

|
1
i :
’ H . : Dreleted the word Poither™. | To empkasise both sub-pamgrapbs (1) and ¢il) are
I a requircerent for guatification,
I 2 {5
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Proposed Amendment to the Electoral Act — Rev 2

fProposed Amended Text [Rev 2} of the Electoral Act).

Connnonwealth Electoral Act 1918 — Section 103
Qualifications for Nomination [See Note 6}

1. A Person whoo

has reached the uge of 18 years; and

a.
b.  i5an Australian eitizen; and
. . .. . w-. - | Formaried: Bullets
does not claim citizenship in any coumtry other than Australia; and [N'::nhemq uitlets and
Ny COLMEY OMEr N JuSialid, and 0 B

d.  has not ever been convicted or senlenced in an Australian Court for an indictable

offence: and
¢ - e [Delelfc_l wilbwer

15 -
SR S o —
i, an elector entitled o vote at & House of Representatives cleetion; and SR i )

.-~ Deleted: qalificd 10 broome

suck a0 eloor
-

i

is called in one or more eleclorates of the House of Representatives;

is qualified to be clected as a Senator or a member of the ITouse of Representatives
representing an electorate within the Statc or Tetritury in which the person is enrolied.

2. A person is not entitled to be nominaled for clection as o Senator or a member of the
House of Ropresentatives unless the person is qualified under sub-section 1.



Propased Amendment iy the Blectoral Aet— Rav 1

(Proposed duysnded Text of the Elecroral 4cij.

Lommoswealth Electoral Act 1918 — Section 163
Oualifeations for Nossisatios {See Mote 6)

. A Person who:

T

A Persii Wins

a.  has reached the gge of 18 years; and
Do isan Austrabian citizen; s
i
c.___does not claim citizenship in any country other than Australia; and 'lmmmg a

d. _ has not ever been convicted or sentenced m an Auswalian Coutt for an mdictable

offence: and
o s | Deteted: cither
........ T = - —
i anelector emiiled t0 voto gt 2 House of Representatives eleotion; gnd L W20 ul
ii. & porsos who has been on the electoral rolt of a pariicnlar Australian .. | Detkad: qufiliod o b
Flectoraie_for a minimum. ¢ (12} calendar months at the fime a suchamn clectar
election is called in one or more electorates of the House of Representatives;
is qualified to be elected as the member of the House of Represemiatives fbr the .. [Petetert s Smuorara

electorate in which the person is enroiled.

a. has reached the age of 18 years; and " Empesne

b.  jsan Australian citizen; and
2 = ¥R d
d. ] i i t
2 is:
Formaties: Indents Lot

i, an clecior entiiled 1o vole &l a House of Representatives and Senaie election™ { 2.32 e, Hanging: 0,63 on

and iopmmpiat E9em+ 230
. a person who has been on the electoral roll within one of the Aunstralian

States or Territorics_in which he/she resides Tor a minimum of twelve (12

calendar months at the time either a partial or full Senate election is called:

erson is enrolled

A person 15 gol eniitled to be qomtinated tor election as 2 Senator or a wember of the 7
House of Represenmtives unless the person is quetified mder sub-suctions 1 and 2.



