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THE SECERETARY,
JOINT STZNDING COMMITTEE ON BLECTORAL MATTERS,

OARLIAMENT HOUSE
CRNBERRA ACT 2600

Dear 5ir,

Wnen vyour Committee next moeks, T ask that it consider chauges to  the
rommonwaalth Electoral Aci 1918, to ensure that we who cannot gasily access
polling booths will have electoral visitors call on us - an essential service we
whe live in  Queensland are provided with at the time of State or Municipal

elections.
I am totaily blind, while my wife has extremely limited vision.

We previcusly voted at the easily accessible Salvaticn Army Hall, Montague
Street Greenslopes, but alas, that is nc longer availabkle on voting days.

As we found the once we used it, the replacement facility at St James Hall,
Kirkland BAvenue Coorparoc is awkwardly located in the back yard of the Church.
We are not willing to again repeat the exercise of trying to find it!

A3 a result, we are now registered as General Postal Voters in the Division of
Griffith, a situaticn in which the Act currvently diseriminates against me as a

totally klind person.
clause 1 (d} of Section 194 of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 13918 that refers
Lo pestal voting reads:

wthe clector shall then, in the presgence of the authoriscd witness but
s that the witnmess cannct see the vote, mark his or her vote on  the
baliot-paper, ford the ballot-paper, rlace it in the envelope
addressed to the appropriate DRO and fasten the envelope;"

I interpret that Clause to mean that the elector alone should know how the vote

was CHEL.

I acknowledgs that I cannol complets my own ballot paper due to my blindness,
and therefore must rely on someone else to do it for me.

Clause 1 (f! of Saation 1%4 of the Commonwealth Elegtoral Act 1218 is written in
such a way thal because of my blindness, I am to ko treated less favourahly than
a sighted person, and expected to indicate my vote to somcons known to me.  The

Clause reads:

tif the alector cannot read or is so disabled as to be unable to vote
without assistance, a person chossan hy the elsclor may., according to
the dirvections of the slector, complete the posta’ vole certificste
and do for the elector any act required by paragraph {&) ox (e) ;"



Section 195 ot the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1328 that relers to the duty of
wizresges, oprovide for penalties agsinst a witnoss who erables anoLher person to
find out how an elector marked a postal bpallot-paper.

That Section does not cover a situatioen where 1 could ke talking to Lhe friend
who completed my ballot papsr, only to hawve him/her maks refcrance to the way in
which my wvote was cast. Surely that cne-sided arrancemsnt incocrporated into the
net discriminates sgainst mz and otihers i wy situation!

With the Rlactoral. Visitor provided to us in Queensland at the time of State and
Municipzl elections, cur ballot papers have never been completed by anyone koown

to my wife or myself!

I am awsre that to ersure their independence, other blind people are seeking to
bhave eslectronic voting made available to them at the time of tederal slections.

Elcemrenic  vobing would be commendsble tor thoss whe ars computer titarate and
able to independently or have assistance to access polling placss, howsver not

evervone is so blessed.

rnolher matter that concerns me iz the lack of consistency in the way in which
information related Lo Federal elections is provided to we who arc blind. The
following analysis of the informatlion we have receiwved for those helid in 1236,
19%a, 2001 and 2004 dewmonstrates the incensistencies:

The booklet "Vour Guide to the Federal flectionr® ("Cuide®) that is distributed
ta every household in Australia at the time of a Federal =slection has keen
recorded on an audio cassettc and automatically posted tc us an exch oaccasion,
though T am unaware of which organisation arranges thal, digtrimution.

~Y99& ELECTION

The  "Gurider was recorded on side ons, with the tull listing of a-l Divisional
and Senate candidates for Queensland appearing on side Lwo of just one cassette.

PRODUCED BY: Nalional Federatior of 2lind Citizen of BRustraliz.
RECORDED BY: Information ARlternatives, Me_bourne.
FRATLLE IDENTITICATION: Nunoe, nor was there a printed _abal.

ASETATANCE FOR PEOPLE WIUVH A DISABILITY: The "Guide" advised thal selected
newspapers would carry a full list of polling places the day hefore the
slacolion, apd that those suitable for wheelchair accesz would be

highlighted.

SENATH VOTING: The "Guide" advisad that if an electer chose to vote above the
1<nz, they should numbcr just ona af thoze boxeg, and leave all the clLhers
blank. It was noted that some candidates are not part of & party or croup
which has a box above the Zins, and to vote for them, electors nad to vote
pelow the line and number cvery hox.

DIVISICHAL OFFICE INFOHMATICH: The address, {but not the Ee-urning Officer’'sa
nams or telephkone nunber), was given at the and ol ths “ouidet

[NDEXTIMNG: & single tone was provided for pecple with cuc fazilities on cheir
recorders to  locate  ths start of informaticn relaling to cach Eouse of
keprescrtatives seat, and also ihe starz ol the Senate candidazesz listing.



HOUSE OF ERESHESENTATIVE CANDIDATZ INDFOIVALLON: Appsared in  the sseguanes ol
Surnams, First christian name ang Farty alffiliation. They weve givaen in
Lhe order in which ths candidates appearsd on the ballot-paper with the
zitting menmber being idencilied.

ared in ths seguence of Group

SENATE GROUP ANT CANDIDATE INFORMALION: App=2
Firat christian name and party name

numbey, Party namc, Candidate surname,

or in-trala.
TNFORMATION RELATED TO ECXE3S THAT CCULD BE MARKED ABCVE THE LINE: Nanga.
1%98 ELECTION

only the "Guide" was rscorded on one cassctte for the 3 Octobher 1998 poll,
theugh I hawve no recollectior now of how T digscovered that the essential
candidate informazion would not be suppli=é to us on that occasion.

Ragrettakly, I have misplaced that recording, but make the following comments

baged on written notes that arc still available.

on 17 September 1898, I wrote z letter of complaint te the Divisional Returning
officar for Griffith.

In it I spoke of having talked o Lhe Rocessible Information Serviece of Royul

Blind Society of New South Wales, and of being told they had only been
contracted to record the "CGuide".

T aloo told of my expariences the previcus evening with eonsultants o 23:2326
as T attemptad to ohtain the names of those for whom we were to vote.

The womak who answered my call eculd not give me that inforwation, but took my

details, gsaying somacne would contact me after enguiries were made . Rosemary
rang back, kut suggested T only required identification of the boxes sbove the
lina on the Scenate paper. roter sayving I required all for whon we could wote,

ske provided the 57 nawes, though her presentation of  the information was

punctuated with a nunber of interruptions.

My loTter was answered o 28 SepTamber 1998 by Mr G & wehzter for the Australian
slectoral OFficer for Queenszland. In the reply ke said:

vThe cassette was produced immediately after the anncuncement of the
election as it was considered that to delay production =to includs
candidazes' details could adversely affeect the delivery ol the

information.

"I apoiogime for Lhe less than satisZaciory service you recsived when
you sought details ol the Senate candidates for gueensland. Bvary
person should expact to be able te enquire about the names of all  of

the randidatas and have this informatisn suppli=d in & form =uitable
Lo their nesds !



2001 BELECTICH

The recorded informalion for Queernsland for the 2001 election was presented on
Lwe audio cassettes - khe "Ouide" on cne,  with fhe  full  Tistipng of  all
Diviszional and Senate candidates on the otaer.

DRODUCED BY: Mot mentioned.

RECORDED 1Y: The Accessible Infeormation Service of Royal 3lind Sceisty of Hew
South Wales.

BERAILLE IDENTIFICATION: The case containing the "Guide" wag mavked "Election
apoir, witsa the other casc being marked “"Candidates 2001". b
cagsette was mavked with braille, though each had a printed lahel.

ASSTSTANCE FCR PEOPLE WITH & DISABILITY: The "Guide® advised that a fuil list of
polling places would be publisherd dn major metropolitan newspapers on the
Friday before the eslecticn, and that thoss with wheelchair access would be
idantifisd. Vigion impairsd voters who reguired assisitance to fill out
their ballot-papers at the polling place weve advised in Lhe "Guide" tc ask
for the 0fficer in Charge.

SENATE VOTING: The "Guide" advised that if an clector chose to vote above the
iine, thney should number just one of thoge boxes, and leave 31l the others
an  the paper bLank. It wag noted that some candidates are not part of a
party or group which has a box above the line, and to vote for thom,
electors had Lo vote below the line and nuaher every box.

DIVISIONAL OFFICE TNFORMATLION: None.

LNDEXING: It was provided on both casssttes Zor people with cue facilities on
their recorderas. Voice indexing was uged to didentify each of Lhe nins
zection headings ont the "Guide" cassztte. Voice indexing alse identified
the atart of alghabstical headings on  the candidates cassette, with
subsequent divisions starting with the same initial tone indexed. Thexre
was no indexing providad for the Senats inforwaticn - we had to guess where
ite start was lccated.

HOUSE OF REDEESENTATTIVE CANDIDATE INFORMATION: Appeared in the seqguence ol
Division name befors every candidatc, Surname, Pizrat christian nams, Pavty
affiliation and some business hours contact telsphone numbers. Thay were
given in the crder in which the candidalcs appeared on the bsl_ot-paper.

SENATE GROUP AND CANDIDATE INFCRMATICM: Appsarzcd in the seguence of Candidate

surrame, First christian nams, Party affiliation, ar:d businesz hours
contact telsephone numbers, (mostly that of the political wpartyl). The
creups were mnol  identlified at  there start, but only ky the party

affiliation after tie Surname and Christian names had bheen givern.
INFORMELICON RELATED TC BOXES TEAT COULD BE MARKRD AROVT THE LINE: None.

The following 4is taken from "Gstting help from the AEC", Section I in  the

recorded "Guido":

"For pecple with a print disability, informatiorn on the 2001 Tederal
Election :a ava’lable in braille, sudic csssette, ASCIT disk forrat
and large print. The irformatica will also bs avai_able as an  audic
file from the AEC website.



Despile what was writter in "Getting holo from the ABCY, the candidate
information was ncot made available in braille, ASCII disk Format or large print.
It was on’y provided on audioc cassette.

2004 ELECTICK

The recorded informabion for Queesnsland for the 2004 election was presented on
three audio cassettes - the "Guide" orn ome, the full tisting of all Divisional
candidates on another, and the Senate candidates on the third.

DPRODUCED BY: NHot mentioned.

RECORDED BY: Aoceasible Informabion Selutiens, a department of National
Information and Likrary Service.

BRATLLE IDENTIFICATION: The cage containirg the "Guide" was marked by a barely
perceptible "Fed Election', with bkoth the ather cases being marked
"Candidates™. None of the cassettes ware marked with braille, though they
had a pricted label, and a printed slip was placed belween the cassette and
the insgide of the case, apparently to assist sighted pecple to identify its

contents.

ASSTISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH A DISABILITY: The "Guide" advised that <copies of
candidate information in audio cassctte and braille would he availakle on
request after the declaration of nominations by ealling the AEC on 13:2326.
Tt also advised that a full list of polling places would be published in
maior metropolitan newspapsrs on Lhe Friday before election day, and that
those with wheelchair» access would be identified. Polling places with full
wheelchair access would be identified by a wheelchair symbol, and polling
places with assizted access would be identified by a figure pushing a
wheelchair. Vision impaired volers who required assistance to £111  out
their ballot-papers at the polling place were advised in the "Guide" to agk

for the Officer in Charge.

SENATE VOTING: The "Guide" advised that it an elector chose to vote above the
line, they should number just one of those boxes, and leave all the others
blank. It was noted that gome candidates are nob part of a party or group
which hags a box above the Zine, and to vote for them, eslectors had to vote
Lelow the line and nunber every box.

DIVISIONAL OFFICE INFORMATION: Nons.

INDEXING: For people with cue facilities on their recorders, voice indexing was
provided to identify each of the ten Section headings on the "Guide®
casgsette, and also to identify each of the Division on the House of
Representatives candidate casaette. There was no indexing provided on the
cassette containing details of Senate candidates.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE CANDIDATE INFORMATION: Appear=d in  the sequence of
Ballot position number, Suvname, Firat christian name, Party affiliatioen,
rddress {aoparently home or post box), and coccupation. Thoy were given in
the worder in which Zhe <andidates anpeared on the balleot-paper with the
gitting member being identified.



[ag}

SENATE GROUZ  AND CANDIDATE INFOEMATICN: Appeared in the gequence of (before
every candidale's mname} Ticket letter numbcer, Ballow pogition numbcr,
Qitting member (if applicable}, Candidate surname, First christian name,
Party atfilistion and Ocoupation. There was aowever, some variation in
some nf Lhs infovmstion nrovided. The seccnd Christian name was given for
Gecrge Henry PBrandis, dJames Waller Savace, Darryl Ross Waitford, John
Clifford Cherry and Darsyl Angus MacaArthuor, Tt tickst P, pozgizion 1, only
one word (it s=oundsd 1like "PFuffin") was given for +he name of the
candidate. Addresses wers given for Darryl Machrthur ard Hatham Coolum.

JTNFTORMATICN RLLATED TO BOXES THAT TCULD EX MARKED ABOVE THE LIKNE: Nona.

On  this occasion, candidale inforsmation was not automatically seat to us. I
was not until 28  Sepntember that T was alerted to the fac:t that 1 had to

gpecifically request it.

IE, in futurz, a apesifice reguest has to be made for e to regeive the (andidate
Tnformation, ¢ould that requiremsnt be drawn to our attention at the beginning
of the aodioc "Guide", and not just within the bhody of the text ac happened on

this ococasica?

Within the hecading of "Assistance for people with a disability" for 2004, 1t is
noted Lhat psople in wheclchairs were acvised if the polling place had full or
asgigbed access. There was no mention of access assistance for klind people.

Although a maority of olacters are said to votbe above the line on the Ssnate
ballot-paner, the ARC has nct providsed blind psople with any information related
to which boxes can, or gacnot be marksd In any of the throe clections  whare
Senate candidate informatlon hes been orovided to us.

In & call te 13:2326, a consultant told me cthat there were 21 boxes akove ths
line on ths 2004 Queensland Senale paper, however boxez A, D, 3, K and O ahove

the line could not be marked As they represented unregistered pariies.
I imploare tha Cormmittes to favourably view the metiers raised herein.

Z reguest that your written reply also be accompanied by the same in ASCTIT text

format on a complter disk so that I, a blind perscon, can read it indepeandently,

N a=] Ry alwhats i
ToOUrE sincoocray,

Noel Abrabams.

co: Blind Citizens Zustralia.



