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SUBMISSION  TO  INQUIRY INTO THE INTEGRITY OF THE ELECTORAL ROLL

By

Dr  LYNLEY  FAITH  HEWETT

27 KANIMBLA ROAD

NEDLANDS WA 6008

Telephone 08 9386 7859
The Secretary

Joint Standing committee on electoral Matters

Parliament House

CANBERRA  ACT  2600

I wish to submit under the following headings ;-

· Fraudulent enrolments

· the ease of having multiple enrolments under assumed names

· lack of proven identification of enrolee

· lack of proven identification of witness to enrolment

· the ease of assuming a vote from a recently dead person 

· delay in removing names from electoral roll close to an election

· the lack of identification of a person voting at a polling booth

· the lack of sophistication in voting and in voting methods

· the inability of the polling system to match a vote against a matching tab to verify its integrity

· the possibility of interfering with the informal votes due to lack of adequate scrutineers

· the ease with which a postal vote may be acquired , withheld etc at multiple points in its route between the electoral office , the letterbox, the enrolee, the post office , the electoral office

· the problem of correcting the voting outcome in close seats when the informal or irregular or multiple vote cannot be removed from the count

Fraudulent enrolments

Current situation only requires collecting a card from a Post Office and filling it in and sending it to the electoral office.

There is no requirement for the enrolee to :-



* Sign for the enrolment form , which should be numbered or accounted for somehow

* prove their identity when filling it in

* have the witness prove their existence and identity

When the form is received by the electoral office, a card is sent to the enrolee’s address indicating that the vote is registered. 

It is only if the card is returned  “address unknown ” does the electoral office remove the name from the Roll

In a marginal seat , paying a few thousand dollars in fines for those who vote twice is a small price for the rewards of a politicians pay and perks once encumbent 

SOLUTION

1. number all applications for a vote so that they are accounted for 

2. all registrations have to have acceptable identification to enrol

3. witness to enrolment form has to have identification

4. in the event of subsequent fines for voting twice , the poll is declared invalid.  This would be difficult to pursue speedily under the current system.

Assuming the identity of a deceased person

In the preceding month prior to the election, alteration of the Electoral Roll is almost impossible and quite unlikely.

Simply using the death column notices can provide an avenue for extra votes ,  and sometimes multiple votes as well , which cannot be traced or penalised.

The need for identification of each voter at the polling booth.

The current situation at the polling booth requires only knowledge of a name and address and to be of matching sex to the registered name. 

Date of birth would be an easy mechanism for confirming an identity but may not be sophisticated enough for someone intent on voting several times .

Identification in the form of a credit card / drivers license / passport etc should be required at the booth before voting papers are issued

Rapid signature identification is becoming more accurate and feasible and may be a way to look at for the future.

The need to use a sophisticated form of voting at the Polling Booth

The current situation involves marking with a pencil , on piece of paper , a pre-described numeral or tick or even a cross sometimes . This is often confusing as it may vary from election to election and voters are not famous for adaptability.

If , in the opinion of the Returning officer , the intention of the vote is clear , it is a valid vote.

Pencil marks can be removed , altered or inserted easily . 

Tagging or punching a hole on the voting card , with a polling booth specific machine  , is less likely to be able to be tampered with.

Electronic voting speeds up the count but is just as likely to be able to be tampered with by anyone who is computer literate and always leaves room for doubt in the results since politicians and government departments are not perceived to be held in high esteem over matters involving integrity at this time.

Difficulty in verifying the votes in the count when the total vote is greater than the enrolments or the vote is close .

No vote has a matching stub or tab which is kept separately and could be used to verify the votes .

Potential for interfering with blank informal votes when there are insufficient scrutineers on multiple recounts.
There is a potential for this to occur  where scrutineers are not impartial nor professionals

Postal Voting

A postal vote may be corruptly acquired  at multiple points in its route from the electoral Office to the voters letterbox . The postal vote can similarly be obstructed on its  return journey to the electoral Office by anyone determined enough to want to do it.

Correction of Voting Outcome if irregularities are detected 
There is no mechanism for correcting voting outcome at this time.

Thank you for receiving my submission.

Dr Lynley Hewett

27 Kanimbla Road

Nedlands 

WA 6008

