Buninyong
33 Tintern Road

Ashfield 2131

tel 9716 7198

The Secretary

Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters

Parliament House

Canberra  ACT  2600

Inquiry into Integrity of the Electoral Roll

Dear Sir

Please accept the following as my submission on your Inquiry into Enrolment Fraud.  Although I have no concrete evidence concerning the matter, I believe that the circumstances point to an “incident” that could be taken as such.  If so, it should be brought to your attention.

In September 1999 I was a successful candidate for the Ashfield Council Elections.  One of the candidates for the South Ward was Ms Karin Cheung.  During the campaign period there was much general talk that when she nominated, she did not in fact reside in the Municipality of Ashfield.  Residential qualifications are a condition for being eligible to stand.

On the Returning Officer’s notice-board I saw Ms Cheung showing as at 14 Brunswick Parade Ashfield, and gathered that this was the address on the Electoral Roll.   I was told by a person who had known her for several years that she had never actually lived there.  He was definite that her home was in Hurstville.  I remember the street mentioned was Woids Avenue.

This person had many contacts in the Chinese community and was convinced that if Karin Cheung had moved he would have heard about it

In the weeks before election day, I remember that there were newspaper articles querying the validity of various candidates, including Karin Cheung, but I was too busy to follow them closely.  However it was no secret that there were questions being asked about whether she was properly qualified to stand.

The general opinion seemed to be that Ashfield was either a false address, or that if she was actually staying there it had been arranged that way for electoral purposes only.

While I was at Ashfield Council campaigning at the pre-poll there appeared to be a close liaison between Karin Cheung and a sitting Councillor, Julie Passas.  At various times these two exchanged loud comments about being in Ashfield.  It struck me as extremely odd behaviour, because the tone was so much louder than normal and obviously intended to be overheard.

A similar loud comment also occurred after the election in the Councillors Room when I was present after a Council meeting.

This was when Councillor Passas said in a raised voice “Come on Karin, we are going home to Brunswick Parade”.  There was a heavy emphasis on the address.  There was definitely something odd about this incident, and it made me uneasy.  I wished there was some way to find more direct evidence one way or the other.

Another curious event had occurred earlier, in mid-September when a Council Ranger was delivering the first set of Business Papers to the new Councillors.  He reported back that when he went to leave them for Karin Cheung at 14 Brunswick Parade, he was told by someone at the house that no-one of that name lived there. 

At the time this was treated almost as a joke.  Certainly no-one was surprised.

From my own observations such as the above I feel that it is quite likely that the residents of the South Ward were indeed deceived when they went to vote in the Council elections for a candidate claiming to be an Ashfield “Neighbour” but who was probably no such thing.

I know that other people, including the person who first told me that she lived in Hurstville, have written to the Electoral Commission with their concerns.

If the Inquiry into Fraudulent Enrolment can get to the truth of this matter I will be most grateful.

Trusting these comments, although anecdotal, will assist.

Yours sincerely,

Cr Caroline Stott.

