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INQUIRY INTO THE ANAO AUDI T REPOR T NO 42 2001 -02 IN TE GRI T Y
OF THE ELECT\ ORAL ROLL SUBMISSEON o .

. 'Please fmd enciosed a copy of the AEC 8 submissmn to the J SCEM $ Inqmry mto
ANAQO Audu‘ Report No 4.2 2001 02 Integnty of the E!ectoral Rol!

The submzssmn pr0v1des replles to matters taken on notlce at the pubhc hearmg as
- paxt of this inquiry on 17 June: 2002 The AEC will be happy to respond to ; any
- further quesuons the J SCEM may w1sh to ask as part of thxs mqmry o

- Please contact Gabnelle Paten on (02) 6271 4480 1f you w1sh to dzscuss th1s matter

o _further

Yours sincerely ~

AndyBeckm _ S
Electoral Commzssmner o

: ,.27 Ju1y 2002




Matters arising from the pub!:c hearmg w:th JSCEM on17 =
June 2002 as part of the inquiry into the ANAO Audrt Report
- No. 42 2001 -02 lntegrrty of the electoral roll -

1. lntroduct:en .

1.1 This subm:sszon by the Austrahan Eiectoral Commtssmn (AEC) is
presented to the Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters’ (JSCEM) to
provide responses to metters taken on notice at the pubhc hearing with the
- JSCEM on 17 June 2002. . : :

12 The matters 1dentn‘:ed by both the AEC and the JSCEM for response by -
the AEC were:

. How many 18 year olds enrdlled for the 2001 federal e!ectldn :
. between the issue of the wnts and the close of the roli? (p'! 0 of the =
hearing transcript) o .

» On average over a year How many resrdences are doorknocked as -

part of the Continuous Roll Update (CRU)? What are the procedures ce

. thatlead toa targeted deorknock ofa res:dence'? (p1 8 of the -
transcript) - '

s Can the AEC inform the JSCEM of the funding requrrements and the
~ time frame for the implementation of the 12 ANAO :
j__-recommendatzone’? (p19 of the transcnpt) L

e Can the AEC categorlse the groups of people rdentlfied by the AEC $
~ quarterly market research surveys as bemg eligible to be on the rol!
" but that are not on the roll? Do the surveys allow for a gender _
. breakdown of these people for example’? (pp21 22 of the transcnpt)

2. Enrolment transactlons for 18 year oids between the issue of the _
- writs and the close of the roll R o o

21 This mformat;on zs Stl" to be obtamed and w:fl be prewded short!y
3. Targeted doorknocking as part of the Contmuoue Ro!l Update

3.1 F:eid work IS targeted at addresses where there has been no responee o
to a letter sent out as a result of CRU activity. Some CRU mail out facilities -
~ allow for a reminder lefter to be-sent out before ‘non-responding’ addresses
. are subject to targeted field work. It is mtended that the fac:hty fer rem;nder
letters be added to ai! mail ot types . . . .

32 In 2000 2001 ever haff a milhon addresses were doorknocked in aEI

~ States (except South Australia) and in the ACT.. South Australia undertook its -
own doorknock in early 2001-2002 at nearly 25, 000 addresses. In the -
Northemn Territory, in addition to ‘non-responding’. field work, high turnover,
new growth areas, and remote communities are also targeted

33 In2001 »2002 ew rounds of targeted field work were Commencec

Westem Australia and Queénsland, but stopped with the pending election and' I

- the' possnbrilty ot new enrelment fdrms resultlng from the proclamatlen of the



relevant provisions of the Electora! and F?eferendum Amendment Act (No 1)
1999. | : . -
3.4  With the fuller rmptemehtatmn of the CRU pr’cgram and the absence of
a federal electoral event, it is intended that non-response field work be -

undertaken twice a year, with a first letter then a remmder letter being sent
before the address is doorknooked . .

4. Implementation of the ANAO recommendations o

41 Table A below detaals the AEC s latest’ mformatlon on the funding -
requirements and the time frame for the mplementatton ofthe 12 ANAO
recommendations. - . :
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5. Demographrcs of people who are eiigrble to be on the roll but are
notontheroll R , S R S L

- 52 The AEC is able to categorrse the groups of people 1dentn‘|ed by the

AEC’ s quarterly market research surveys as being éligible to be on the roll but
that are not oh the roll. However, the quarterly market research surveys only
cover a small number of demographrc rndrcators whtch llmrts the number of :
- categones that can be rdentrfred o o

53  The survey ‘asks two screenmg questrons —'—' ‘Are you an Australren

~ citizen?” and ‘Are you enrolled to vote at your current address in- Austrahan
federal or state elections?’. The' data collected is ‘based on these two '
' screenmg quest;ons The data cross tabulated by these two queshons are

e the gender of the respondent
e . thea ege of the respondent
s whether they are a grocery buyer -
SN :'--whethertne househo!d contarns chridren R |
e the respondents marztal status o
e work status (full time or part trme)
. geogrephrc area of resrcience
e socio- economrc status o |
o ';': the age the respondent Ieft scnooi and
° -'_"the househotd mcome .

54 . A sample of the survey is attacned for your mformatron

55 The followrng are some of the resutts of the surveys These are the |
" average of figures taken between June 2001 ‘and March 2002 and are’ based .
. only on those survey respondents who are Austra!ran ortrzens DU

. a slngh‘dy lower percentage of females (5%) compared wath males -
- (6%) were not enrolled at therr current address .

e only 2% of e!rgib!e peOple over the age of 50 were not enroited at -
~ their current address compared wrth 18% of persons aged 18~24
. years; _ o
e more unmarrred people (9%) were not enroHed at thelr current
address than rnarned peOpIe (3%) and :

. Western Austraira had the h:ghest percentage (9%) of persons not'_ L
~ enrolled at their current address : . .
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Figure 1

Base: Australian adults aged 18 years and over (n=7200. 7200, 7200, 8400, 4800, 4800 cumulalive, 1200 per wave)
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Figure 2

Base: Australian adults aged 18 years and ovar (n=7200, 7200, 7200, 8400, 4800, 4800 cumuiative}
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Figure 3

Base: Australian citizens aged 18 years and over {n=6783, 6771, 6753, 7859, 4490, 4489 cumulalive, 1122, 1130, 1120, 1127 per wave)
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Figure 4

Base: Australian citizens aged 18 years and over (n=6763, 6771, 6753, 7859, 4420, 4499 cumudative)




" NEWSPOLL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

'y

B

}

_Confidentiality -

. the intended use has been explained to respondents. -

.. Ownership of Information

NEWSPOLL ‘adherés -io ‘the ‘Code of Professional Behaviour of the -Market -
N Aesearch Society om.>mm:m=m. "This Code includes the following key Enc:m_.._._mw.._ﬁ_ )

‘Clients’ ama.n._mm will not be revealed to qmmvozamam nar io any E__a._ party without
-{he .dlient's consent or uniess NEWSPOLL. becomes legally: obliged to do’so.

Respondenis' idertities will not be reveated fo clients without sespondents’ consent
and only in cases where the information is {o be used for research purposes and

- Resulis 1o a research ‘study .n.caz.:w&o:m.a by a .n__mz.cnn.o.wmm Sm.w.snmn« of .ﬂ.xm_ :
" client. Results 10 syndicated siudies remain Em.nﬁt@# of NEWSPOLL. S

- All research proposals, research. ‘designs, quesiionnaires . and _ processing

techniques, including systems of weighting, remain the property-of NEWSPOLL. All

computer table reports provided by NEWSPOLL identify the variables used in the
weighting process. ‘ Further details, if required, are available at an additional cost. -

Photocopies of . individual guestionnaires .or .a :copy of the database, excluding

respondents’ identities, may be made available to a client atthe client's expense.

Publication of results

Clients nzoomm.:m_ 1o release the ::a_:m_w of a NEWSPOLL survey musi ensure that

the resiilts are qmu“.mmm:ﬁma nan cw_mﬂ_xm .m:n non _._.__m_.mma.w_._m .“mm:_o:.

zmiwvo_ur.m%w@m that at all times ﬁcmmmo_.,..m ...:.,.__._mﬁ be cbjective and not-
intentionally misteading or attempting to elicit a desired respense. | NEWSPOLL -

must be consuited and agree in advance on the form and content of any intended
relonse. NEWSPOLL must be provided with a copy of the proposed release and
given 48 hours for its review. Up to-two execitive hours will be made availabie for

this review process. Additional reviewing time, if required, will be charged at an g

nourly rate. - NEWSPOLL is obliged to take action {0 comect any misleading
statements about the research or its findings. The NEWSPOLL name raay be used
only in cases where these conditions have been satisfied. P

Reporting .
wﬁjn._m& report format refers to two coples of an A4 sized computer table report
consisting of analysis of each client question by two standard panels of

discriminators, Extra analysis and optional reporting formals are avallable at
additional cost and may require additionat reporting time. :

' NEWSPOLL reserves the right fo charge the full quoted study cost where 2
confirmed booking is made and the study is subssguently cancelled or posiponed
within 72 hours priar o the commencement of fieldwork. ~Studies cancelled in -

" Costs for a study can be confimmed only after agreement on questionnaire outline’

- specifications ‘and/or n:wwmon:m._.qm will result in & cost revision. Costs are guoted
in current .<mmwm_. rates and apply for the January - December period, A

‘Omnibus bookings and approvals
.mvmnm . os..zmccm_uo.r._.._m. .osa.gwm.m is ‘strictly .Mma.ﬁm.a fo ..Wzm.E.m..:mnw”..n_.._.wm?m
© - response.- Early bookings, at least a week prior, are recommended and clients are

. Adult Omnibus or by 12:00 midday Friday prior to fisldwork for the Youth Omnibus,
~ - a 15 percent late surcharge will apply {minimum of $370+gst). Bookings may be .
- minimum 15 percent surcharge.

: omnmmm.m.mo.n. charges .

. invoicing and _umw.im:» ferms

z_mSﬁ_uOr_....m..ﬂ.m.:ama terms o.ﬁ ﬁ.m<§mnw.mqm_.

Gonfirmation of costs

or ‘on signting a draft client questionnaire. = Changes io agreed research

advised 1o finalise and approve questionnaires as early as: possible. - In the event .
that a questionnaire is nit approved by 11:00 am Thursday-prior fo fieldwork forihe:

accommadated after these deadlines but .“...:m subject 1o space availability msa._ﬂo a .

advance -of 72 ‘hours ‘are -subject 1o a 10 percent charge -if questiornaire -
developmenthasbegun. = = . 0 . 0T 0 Lo

For any study cancelled or ‘postponed after fieldwork has begun NEWSPOLL ..
wmmmzmm.m)m right to charge the fult quoted study cost. U

* - omnibus studies mﬂ.m invoiced in full at the time of provision of results or for

- ‘raulti-round studies 50 percent will_ be invoiced at the commencement of -

..m._m study and 50 percent on provision of results.- . - R T

. ad hoc .m.Eammm are _:<o_nmn._ ..mo. umﬂooﬂ upan commissioning and mo..
percent upon provision of results. ~ - . . C S
Invoices unpaid after 30 days will attract a late payment wcarmq.m.m of up fo ﬂ .o.o_u

per month. NEWSPOLL reserves the right 1o delay the commencement of any
study if there are overdue invoices from previous studies. Repeated late payment

of invoices wilt result in the need for payment in full prior to the commencement of

future w_c&.mm, o




