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27 September,2002.

Institutefor Education

The Secretary,
StandingCommitteeon EducationandTraining
Houseof Representatives
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

DearSir,

Re: Inquiry into VocationalEducationin Schools

We apologiseforthelateresponseto your letterof 30 Julyaddressedto ProfessorGilah Leder. Dueto the

absenceoverseasof ProfessorLeder,the informationwasdelayedin reachingthis office.

The Institute for Educationat La Trobe University offers the only 2-year GraduateDiploma programin
Victoria for training candidateswith atradeor technicalbackgroundandindustryexperienceto become
secondaryschoolteachers.The GraduateDiplomain TechnologyEducationis designedto train teachers
in the TechnologyKey LearningAreafrom Years7 - 10 andthe morespecialisedareasof theTechnology
Curriculum at VCE Level: (i) Systems and Technology, (ii) Design and Technology, (iii) Food
Technologyand(iv) InformationTechnology. Graduatesare qualified to teachin one or more of these
areasand also in the VCE Vocational EducationandTraining subject area dependingon their prior
qualificationsandindustryexperience.

At the endof 2002, the first cohortof studentsin the program(approximately50) will graduateandbe
availableforregistrationto teachin schools. We expectacontinuingintakeof approximately50 students
peryearto be enrolledattheBundoora,BendigoandAlbury-Wodongacampusesof La TrobeUniversity.
Studentsapplyingto the coursecomefrom avarietyof TradeandTechnologybackgrounds:Fitting and
Turning, Construction,CabinetMaking,Hospitality,ElectricalFitting, Agriculture/Horticulture,etc.

La TrobeUniversity’s initiative in developingthe GraduateDiploma in TechnologyEducationcoursehas
beenwelcomedby schoolprincipals. The shortageof teachersin this area is critical. Both school
principalsandthe schoolcommunityhaveexpressedtheneedfor thecontinuingexpansionof resourcesin
DesignandTechnologyandVocationalEducationandLearningin schools.

Within its GraduateDiploma in Education(SecondaryDipEd) oneyearpostgraduateprogram,La Trobe
Universityalso providesthe opportunityfor studentsfrom the conventionalBachelordegreebackground,
with suitable qualifications and industry experience,to undertakeVET and/or Technology teaching
methodaspartof their studies.

Enclosedis abrochureon the GraduateDiplomain TechnologyEducation. Alsoenclosedis information
on theone-yearGraduateDiplomain VocationalEducationandTrainingthatqualifiescandidatesto teach
in theTAFE sector.

Shouldyourequirefurther information,staffinvolved in the programwill beavailablefor discussion.

Yourssincerely,
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LA TROBE UNIVERSITY

MarionJ. Sargeant VICTORIA 3086 AUSTRALIA

AcademicProgramsManager,BundooraCampus TELEPHONE: +61 3 9479 2546
FACSIMILE: +61 3 9479 3070

EMAIL: Gi-ad.Ed@Iatrobe.edu.au
WEB SITE: http://www.latrobe.edu.au/ife/
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