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TheSecretary
StandingCommitteeon EducationandTraining
HouseofRepresentativesInquiry
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

17
th September2002

DearSecretary

In responsetothe HouseofRepresentativesInquiry into VocationalEducationin Schoolswewishthis
correspondenceto be includedasa formalsubmission.

Fromourprofessionalexperienceasprovidersof careerandtransitionalservicesto youngpeople,throughstate
andfederalprogammes,we fully endorseandsupportthecoreobjectivesofVocationalEducationandTraining
offeredin schools.

Theenhancementof employabilityskills andencouragementof life longlearningpracticesbuildsa solid
foundationfor the futureof students.It providesthenecessarylife skills andthe confidencein self; for their
futurepersonalandprofessionaldevelopment.

VET increasesthechoicesfor all studentsandraisestheprofile of skilledprofessionals.It is anintegralpartof
a soundgeneraleducation,providingfurtherpathwaysto tertiaryeducationandtraining.

Communitystakeholdersandgovernmentareableto sharetheresponsibilityof vocationaleducationwith
educationalinstitutions. This is achievedthroughanenvironmentof collaborationandparticipation. Inclusion
ofNon GovernmentOrganisationsandemployeerepresentativesin thispartnershipprocesswould augmentthe
effectivenessof VET in schoolsandenhanceoutcomesfor students.

Fundingarrangementsandtheresourcingof VET deliveryis critical to thefutureof young peoplein this
country. An ongoingcommitmentto funding,which supportsavailabilityof studentchoice,is imperativein the
provisionof a holistic educationsystemarid continuanceof thephilosophyof“Australia asthesmartcountry”.

CertificatelevelsofferedthroughVET in schoolsis anarearequiringreview. In smallerregionalcommunities,
prior achievementscanprecludestudentsfromhavingaccessto traineeshipsbeyondschoolinsomeindustries.
Employersgenerallypreferfor youngpeopleto enterat a Certificate11 fevelfor thefinancial incentives,the
reducedcostsofemploymentandprovisionof arolloveropportunityinto CertificateIll.

Choicesfor VET in schoolsmaybe limited if basedon teacherinterests,skills andviewsof employment
opportunitiesandmaydictatethecoursesoffered. Thesechoicesmaynotnecessarilyrepresentregional
industries,further trainingopportunitiesandregionaldevelopmentandplanning. Accessibilityandinclusionfor
all studentsneedsto be a continuingconsiderationin thestructureofVET.

Explanationsof the objectives,implementation,participationandevaluationmustbeclarified for all
stakeholders.Informationneedsto betransparentandcomprehensivefor thesestakeholders.Improvedlinks
betweenVET andindustrymustbethe basisfor a wideracceptanceandfuture strategicplanningfor Vocational
EducationandTrainingin schools.

Yo)~.siycerely

WendyPicone JoannaStolz


