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Letter of support from
the Australian library and information community

We welcome the opportunity to contribute to the Department’s Inquiry into School Libraries and
Teacher Librarians.

As members, friends and supporters of the Australian Library and Information Association
(ALIA), the peak national professional body representing the library and information services
sector in Australia, we are committed to promoting the free flow of information and ideas in the
interest of all Australians and a thriving culture, economy and democracy.

ALIA works closely with the Australian School Library Association and with the ALIA Schools
group to promote the interests of school libraries and teacher librarians.

We strongly support the principle of ‘a teacher librarian in every school’.

School library and information programs and services are integral to the mission, objectives,
and teaching and learning goals of every school.

As an integral partner in the school’s teaching and learning team, the teacher librarian has a
role in the planning, implementation and evaluation of education policies, curricula, learning
outcomes and programs, with particular reference to the development of research and
information literacies.

Teacher librarians support and implement the vision of their school communities through
advocating and building effective library and information services and programs that contribute
to the development of lifelong learners.

The development of literacy skills is crucial for students’ future participation in the Australian
economy and society. Teacher librarians are instrumental in supporting this important goal. The
Australian Bureau of Statistics’ report Adult literacy and life skills survey (ABS 4228.0, 2006),
found that slightly less than half of the Australian population, approximately 7 million, failed to
achieve the minimum required level or higher in prose and document literacy.

There is much research evidence that students attain higher levels of achievement when there
is an adequately resourced school library staffed by a teacher librarian.

Existing research shows that school libraries can have a positive impact,
whether measured in terms of reading scores, literacy or learning more
generally, on student achievement. There is evidence to show that a strong
library program that is adequately staff, resourced and funded can lead to
higher student achievement regardless of the socioeconomic or educational
levels of the adults in the community.

Lonsdale, M 2003, Impact of school libraries on student achievement: a

review of the research, report for the Australian School Library Association,
ACER, Camberwell, Vic., p. 27.
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Teacher librarians are at the forefront of teaching essential information and digital literacy skills
in our schools. The successful implementation and use of the national broadband network
depends upon Australians having these skills. The development of information literacy skills --
seeking, evaluating, using and creating information effectively to achieve personal, social,
occupational and educational goals — is essential to Australia's long-term economic
development.

Teaching young Australians about cybersafety and the important messages about how to stay
safe online, particularly with the growth of social networking, is one of the most effective ways
of protecting our children. Teacher librarians are key to cybersafety education programs in
schools.

We urge the government to recognise the vital role of school libraries and teacher librarians,
particularly in the areas of literacy, lifelong learning, cybersafety, information literacy, and digital
literacy skills. Adequate funding together with educational and professional development
opportunities are essential to achieve the best educational and social outcomes for young
Australians.

We urge the government to endorse the principle of ‘a teacher librarian in every school’ and to
implement the actions necessary to achieve this.

Signed by:

Adam Budd QLD Julie Heath NSW
Adrian Chester WA Julie Jennings WA
Adrian d'Hage NSW Julie Swane NSW
Adrienne Read QLD Julie Thomas VIC
Ailsa Binns VIC Julie Thorndyke NSW
Aimee Rhodes VIC June Pohlman QLD
Alan Cooper NSW Karen Callaghan QLD
Alan Orski NSW Karen Dinte QLD
Alex Kersemakers NT Karen Garson QLD
Alexander Mills NSW Karen Gawen QLD
Alexis Cooper NSW Karen Kruger QLD
Alice Anderson VIC Karen MacKenzie WA
Alinda Sheerman NSW Karen Marshall NSW
Alison Curry NSW Karen York ACT
Alison Glasscock ACT Karin Ma QLD
Alison Jones ACT Kate Bradshaw QLD
Alison Miles QLD Kate Purnell VIC
Alison Nearn WA Kate Sinclair SA
Alison Pope NSW Kate Verus NT
Alison Seaman WA Katherine Stevens VIC
Alison Winfield QLD Katherine Turner VIC
Allan Symons NSW Kathleen Stokes WA
Allison Moses QLD Kathryn Frame VIC
Allison Paterson QLD Kathryn Harris NSW
Alyson Dalby NSW Kathy Arthur NSW
Amanda Dixon WA Kathy McRae VIC
Amanda Ellingworth VIC Katie Flack VIC
Amanda Frost NSW Katrina Dwyer NSW
Amanda Kraljev SA Kay Harris NSW
Amanda Nixon SA Kay Powlesland VIC
Amanda Quinn-Sturdy QLD Kay van der Vlugt QLD
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Amy Cullen
Andrea Coney
Andrea Harlow
Andrew Finegan
Andrew G Downie
Andrew Spencer
Andrew Wright
Angel Cheng
Angela Callins
Angela Field
Angela Murphy-Tait
Angie Weston
Anita kemp
Anita Gall

Anita Hill

Anita King
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Anna Smith

Anne Daggian
Anne Girolami
Anne Hall

Anne Lockwood
Anne Longworth
Anne McKelvey
Anne Morgan
Anne Nevins
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Annette Buchanan
Annette Dukes
Annette Lynn hicks
Annette Williams
Anni Tokatlian
Anthea Taylor
Ashley Campbell
B McCrae
Barbara Brown
Barbara Combes
Barbara Edgar
Barbara Salter
Barrie Hodkinsion
Belinda Booth
Belinda Bourke
Belinda Watman
Benjamin Farr
Bernadette Guthrie
Bernadette Thorn
Beryl Ashby
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Brenda Sebastian
Brendon Brauer
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Kaye Morehead
Kaylene Ledden-Cooper
Kellee Sestero
Kelly Nash
Kenneth John Brock
Kerrie Blyth
Kerrie Flynn
Kerrie Ludekens
Kerrie Thompson
Kerry Cody
Kerry Mayfield
Kerry Smith
Kerry Smith

Kiah Brown

Kim Allen

Kim Armstrong
Kim Henderson
Kim Kirkman
Kim Pritchard
Kim Wllson
Kirsten Searles
Kris Fegent

Kris Johnstone
Kristia Gluyas
Kristina Gudelis
Kristine Terts
Kylie Downey
Kylie Dufty

Kym Andrews
Laura McDonald
Laurie Atkinson
Lawley Yukich
Leanne Barnes
Leanne Dearle
Leanne Griffiths
Leanne McDougall
Leanne Rands
Leanne Sneddon
Lee Bess
Leeann Klinberg-Kirby
Lee-Ann Stevens
Leigh-Anne Moritz
Leonie Atkins
Leonie Hunt
Lesa Maclean
Lesley Fell
Lesley Whitmore
Lili D'Cruz

Lina Favrin
Linda Buckley
Linda Chandler
Linda Hoose
Linda McNamara
Linda Thornely
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Brett Kokegei
Brett Walker
Brian Edwards
Brigid Torpey
Brione Buchanan
Bronwyn Coop
Bronwyn Hughes
Bronwyn Riley
Bronwynne Maher
Bruce Winther

C McDonald
Carla Maas
Carmel Ballinger
Carmel Del Duca
Carol Aplin

Carol Brown
Carol Milne
Carol Seaman
Caroline Arnold
Caroline Eisenhauer
Caroline Ladewig
Carolynn Murray

Catharine Vaughan-Pow

Catherine Bright
Catherine Casey
Catherine Gatt
Catherine Hill
Catherine Killmier
Catherine Macgill
Cathie Koina
Cathie Oats

Cathy Atkinson
Cathy Miwlard-Bason
Catriona Hodges
Ch. Harvey
Chantal Hochstrasser
Charles Cowland
Chenelle Davies
Cheryl Dodson
Chris Jones
Christina Ellacott
Christine Benthien
Christine Bongers
Christine Evans
Christine Hornby
Christine Larkin
Christine McMaster
Christine Neill
Christine Nelson
Christine Richardson
Christine Trimnell
Claire Austin

Claire Bendall
Claire Ennis

SA
QLD
NSW
vIC
QLD
NSW
QLD
ACT
NSW
QLD
VIC
QLD
WA
NSW
vIC
VvIC
QLD
WA
WA
NSW
QLD
VvIC
QLD
NSW
vIC
vIC
NSW
vIC
WA
ACT
ACT
QLD
vIC
QLD
TAS
QLD
NSW
WA
NSW
NSW
QLD
TAS
QLD
QLD
vIC
ACT
QLD
NSW
NSW
WA
VIC
QLD
TAS
QLD

Lindsay Trott

Lisa O'Donoghue
Lisa Preston

Lisa Tierney

Liz Short

Lizbeth Trask
Lone Hoj

Lorene Furmage
Loretta Kelly
Lorraine Baxter
Lorraine Simmonds
Lorrie Stearns
Louise Brooks
Louise McMorland
Louise Smith
Lucia Daly

Lucy Lester

Lyn Giebels

Lyn Hay

Lyn Maykin-Perez
Lyn O'Brien
Lyndall Brown
Lyndy Cracknell
Lynn Allen

Lynn Davis

Lynne Baker
Lynne Cowland
Lynne Quartermaine
Lynne Sung
Malcolm Anderson
Mandy Veis

Marc Davies
Marcia Phillips
Mardy Kerr

Maree Colledge
Maree Coote
Maree Marceau
Marg Honan
Margaret Aitchison
Margaret Bremner
Margaret Emery
Margaret Farrington
Margaret Hewett
Margaret McKay-Lowndes
Margaret Moores
Margaret Mowberry
Margaret Triffitt
Margaret Wilson
Margo Pickworth
Margot Lindgren
Maria Hulbert
Maria Papazoglou
Marie O'Brien
Marilyn McManus
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Clare Morey
Clare Snowball
Clare Treloar
Colin Venn
Colleen Sweet
Connie Greblo
Connie Mittiga
Cora Pennington
Cr Merryn Spencer
Danielle Erends
David Hart

David Honeybone
David Howard
Dawn Palmer
Deb Nolan
Debbie Feyn
Debbie Klease
Debbie vella
Debbie Williams
Deborah Allen
Deborah Best
Deborah Connell
Deborah Hamblin
Deborah Mann
Deborah Robins
Deborah Smith
Deborah Talbot
Debra Harvey
Debra Meany
Debra Zott
Deirdre Ratcliffe
Denise Cadman
Denise Hallahan
Denise Maindonald
Denise Quay
Denise Stephenson
Derelys Orr
Diane Glasson
Diane Lester
Diane Sinclair
Diane Treichel
Dianne Galbraith
Dianne Laycock
Dianne Murray
Dianne Paull
Dianne Walton-Sonda
Dianne Wilcox
Donald Dawson
Donna Lawrence
Donna McDowell
Donna Outtrim
Doon Hayman

Dr Barbara Wagstaff
Dr Jill Abell
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Marion Sllk
Marjorie Ross
Marjory Howard
Mark Ziesemer
Mark Ziesemer
Marrie Distefano
Martha Crummy
Martin Ellingworth
Mary Asquith
Mary Compton
Mary Davie

Mary Fraser

Mary Kean

Mary Morrison
Mary T East
Maryann Pearson
Maryanne Hyde
Matt Cooper
Matthew Johns
Maureen Breckell
Maureen Farrell
Maxine Morphett
megan Lindsay
Megan Noris

Mel Hunt

Melissa Cameron
Melissa Schriever
Meredith Erbacher
Meredith Pettit
Merise Feneley
Merrill Wright
Michele McCrea
Michelle Bird
Michelle Brennand
Michelle Craik
Michelle Lang
Michelle Mashman
Michelle McLean
Michelle Sweeney
Michelle Thomason
Miffy Farquharson
Miriam Julie Ahnon
Mirjana Djukic
Miss Christine Ouslinis
Mitra Golbaghi
Monica Chappell
Monica Giora

Mrs Kate Hole
Mrs Lisa Palmer
Mrs Liz Skinner
Mrs Trish Winter
Mrs.Peta Newsam
Ms Cherry Beckett
Nadine Krejci
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Dr Jo Hanisch

Dr Sue Stack

Dr Yvonne Pamula
Drew Burns

E Smith

Elaine Hopper
Elaine Kulinski
Elisabeth McCutcheon
Elizabeth Arkles
Elizabeth Handsley
Elizabeth Mor
Elizabeth Moss
Elizabeth Noel Hoitinga
Elizabeth scott
Elizabeth Williams
Ellen Dunn

Ellen Forsyth

Ellen Lo

Emelia Sutton
Emma Taylor

Eric Shaw

Eve Stocker
Felecia Phillips
Felix Wilson

Fiona Eastwood
Fiona Marshall
Fiona Martin

Fiona Orders
Fiona Rudd

Fiona Saunders
Fiona Young

Fleur Creighton
Gabrielle

Gabrielle McNair
Gabrielle O'Grady
Gaik Khong

Gail Dunn

Gail Paxman

Gail Wilson
Gailene Jurgs
Gareth James Donovan
Gareth Sawyer
Gary Davis

Gary Ellem

Gavin Shepherd
Gayle Cale
Georgia Phillips
Georgina Konstanta
Georgina Speck
Gerhard Schulz
Gillian Hallam
Gina McCann
Gladys Seymour
Glen D'cruz
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Nancy Sylaprany
Naomi Doessel
Narelle Hoelzl
Nella Pickup
Ngaio Miller
NIchola Mason
Nicole Jackson
Nicole Lowe
Nicole Murray
Nicole Roberts
Nicole Slinger
Nigel Paull

Nikki Cheney
Nikki Jones

Nikki Jovicic

Olive Jones

Pam Balfour

Pam Giumarra
Pam Hartree
Pamela Davey
Pamela Holmes
Pamela Jane Hyland
Pamela Langridge
Patricia Corby
Patricia Kelly
Patricia Moore
Patricia Morgan
Patricia Pledger
Patricia Stott
Patsy Jones

Paul Threlfall
Paula Draper
Pauline Brooksbank
Pauline Hodson
Peggy McKenzie
Peta Ballinger
Peta Kemmis
Peter Jordan
Peter Richardson
Petrina Sayeg
Philip Cooney
Prue Calabro
Ramila Chandra
Raylee Elliott Burns
Reginald McManus
Renee Holman
Rev Jilleen Chambers
Rhonda Cooney
Robert Burns
Robert McEntyre
Robert Williams
Robyn Burns
Robyn Ellard
Robyn Floyd
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Glenda Morris
Glenyce Surtees
Glenys Harrington
Graham Black
Graham Spooner
Grant Parsons
Guy Sheppard

H. G. Wotton
Hamish McLean
Harold Simpson
Heather Auld
Heather Gill
Heather Iveson
Heather Jones
Heather Kelsall
Heather McPhee
Heather Mildwaters
Helen Beck
Helen Carruthers
Helen Chapman
Helen Mackintosh
Helen Mason
Helen Neller
Helen Richardson
Helen Wells
Hilary Hughes

lan Christophersen
lan McCallum

lan McGregor

J Gay

J Megan Raison
J. Flack

Jacinta Craine
Jack Goodman
Jacqueline Mathewson
Jacqueline Talip
Jacqui Woodcraft
Jae Rolt

Jai Daniel Parker
Jan Barnett

Jan Colliver

Jan Gaebler

Jan Hakkaart

Jan Horton

Jan Hunt

Jan Metzner

Jan Richards
Jane Florance
Jane Goldney
Jane Hardy

Jane Pretty
Janet Emett
Janet Killer

Janet Riches
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Robyn Floyd
Robyn Kent

Robyn McGlade
Robyn Saltmarsh
Roger Hawcroft
Roger Parker
Rosaleen Macaulay
Rosalie Knox
Rosalie Stafford
Rose-marie Walters
Roslyn Large
Roslyn Large
Roslyn Moran
Roslyn Stewart
Roswitha Christie
Roy Gall

Roy Jackson
Russell Hill

Russell Woodford
Ruth Anish Carmyn
Ruth Browne

Ruth Hook

Ruth Nicholls

Ruth Sheldon

Sally Fisher

Sally Govett (Knobbs)
Sally Levi

Sally Prior

Sandra Amoore
Sandra Ryan
Sandra Watson
Sarah Bromfield
Sarah Dean

Sarah Phillips
Sarah Potter

Scott Moore

Sean Volke

Shan Boller
Sharon Bates
Sharon Crowley
Sharon Henry
Sharon McGuinness
Sharyn Anderson
Shauna Harrison
Shelley McMorran
Shelley Tucker
Shellie Buckle
Sheralyn Robertson
Sherrey Quinn
Shiralee Morris
Shirley Shepherd
Sian Smith

Silvia Caceres
Simon Zavros-Orr
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Janet Riley
Janetta Mascilongo
Janice Biggin
Janice Keynton
Janine Mayne
Janine Meades
Jarryn Bowie age 14
Jean B. Kelly
Jean Ellen Campbell
Jean McBride
Jeanette Hill
Jeanette Tyrrell
Jenni Woodroffe
Jennie Nicholl
Jennifer Bales
Jennifer Carmody
Jennifer Dyer
Jennifer Hunter
Jennifer Jacobs
Jennifer Johnson
Jennifer Jones
Jennifer Unwin
Jennifer Wilson
Jenny Black
Jenny Burrows
Jenny Connolly
Jenny Graham
Jenny Mitchell
Jenny Power
Jessica Eustace
Jessica Green
Jessica Higgins
Jill Ball

Jill Campbell

Jill Diedrich

Jill Duffield

Jill Parker

Jill van den Bosch
Jillian Brady

Jo Matarazzo

Jo Wolf

Joan Jordan
Joanna Carroll
Joanna Durst
Joanna Phillips
Joanna Ruxton
Jodie Donohue
John Andrews
John Nay

John Roberts
John Sutherland
Jordana Lory
Josephine Ryan
Joshua Stavert
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Simone Schraw-Talbot
Sing Ma
Stephanie Hickey
Stephanie Neugebauer
Stephen Benko-Nehme
Stephen Crocker
Stephen McHugh
Stephen Wilkins
Steve Bishop
Steve Scott

Sue Brockway
Sue Hallams

Sue Johnston

Sue Moloney

Sue O'Brien

Sue Thomas
Susan Bright
Susan Callaghan
Susan Carr

Susan Henley
Susan Killham
Susan Morton
Susan Nixon
Susan Parslow
Susan Thomson
Susan Wuth
Susanne Graetsch
Susanne Vajda
Suzanna Cooke
Suzanne Ballantyne
Suzanne Bunker
Suzanne Lawson
Suzanne Lewis
Tanith Dixon
Tanya Harvey
Tanya Wright
Tara Hossack
Tegan Pasley
Teresa Aquino
Teresa Keuneman
Teresa Michel
Terri Pamment
Terry Ann Callery
Therese Baldwin
Therese Brooks
Thomas Jefferson
Tilly Stoove

Tim Harwood
Tom Seaman
Tony Copley

Tony Di Giulio
Tony Ogden
Tracey Bottrell
Tracey Wing
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Joy Payne

Joy Yukich
Judith Austin
Judith Blyton
Judith Ellis
Judith Mulligan

Judith Sivasubramaniam
Judith Wakeman

JudithHarris
Judy Allan
Judy Bolton
Judy Drayton
Judy Heath
Judy Marsh
Judy Mather
Judy Parks
Judy Watkins
Julia Boulton
Julia Martin
Julia Selzer
Julie Caddy
Julie Gray
Julie Grazotis
Julie Haar
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Tracie Hartley
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Tracy Clarkson
Tracy Tees
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Val Hooper
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Vicki Lee
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Wayne Black
Wayne Garth
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