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The Committee Secretary
House of Representatwes Standing Committee on Educatlon and Training

Dear Mr. Rees

This is a supplementary submission to the inquiry into the education of boys.

Since I made my last submission I have moved on to running a pilot project to prove

the effectiveness of a Constructivist Learning Environment ’Classroom of the 21
Century’ to overcome the problems facing students and teachers. I have enclosed the
relevant information about the project. it would start on 1 June and end on 31
November at Osborne Primary school in Mornington. T would Sel‘.td you the ﬁnal report

when it is avallable

The Project has been approved by the CEO of the Innovations Com:mssnon of Victoria o
Ms. Vivian White and the Faculty of Education of Monash University. It is super\r:Sed .
by the President of the International Congress for School Effectiveness and '
Improvement Associate Professor Tony Townsend at Monash Frankston Campus
Telephone: 03 9904 4230, E-mail: fony. townsend(@education monash.edu.au I have

the approval and support of the Pnncnpal and teachers of Osborne Prunazy School. .

Though the pro_]ect is run at a Primary School its full potentxai would be seen in
overcoming problems of teaching and learning in the middle school. It is desngned to
undo the enormous damage done by subject specialisation in the middle school. In

2002 it is no longer possible to squeeze in, the ever expanding knowledge into the
traditional subject areas, integration and interdisciplinary studies with stiudents

exploring and taking responsibility for their education guided by teachers, using all the
available Information and Commumcanon Tools (ICT) is the way forward. This demgn :
allows the teacher to play a decisive role in pastoral care and mdmduahsed teachmg o
The ICT tools wouid empower the teacher and the division of the class into small -

groups would enable the students to engage in self-paced, contextual, mdependent _
learning as well as work collaboratively on projects. Music learning is brought ‘within

the reach of every student every day. Jt was one of the major subjects in Classical - _
times and Medieval times till the onset of the Industrial Revolution. It is a sure antidote
to depression, mental illness and suicide. :

If funds are avaﬁabie 1 would be able to help another twenty schools on the Peninsula,
the cost of transforming one classroom in each school is around $2500, it is cost

effective and once the students , teachers and parents see the effectivencss they would
give their full support and pressure the pohtzcxans for funds. Please keep me informed

about the progress of the inquiry.

Andersomﬂk, Dip Fd. MEd Final year D. Ed Student at Monash, 35
years of teachmg expmence mn UK and Austraha SRR




The Background :
Education reforms aimed at enhancing the quality of education for all is a major -

priority in Victoria. In the last ten years many structural changes dealing with the -

administration of state schools were enforced together with reforms to examinations .
and curricula and standards. Recognising the importance of Information and
Communication Technologies (JCT) to enhance the quality of education, The
Department of Education, Employment and Training (DEET) established the Victorian
Educational Channiel, SOFWeb Resource Centre, The IdeaBank The Global
Classroom Project, and the Navigator School Project. _

The Kirby Report and the Public Education -Next Generation evaluated the impact in
the vear 2000, the expected school effectivencss and improvement were not’
spectacular. One of the major reasons that I have uncovered in my investigation was .
that, most classrooms in the primary ands secondary schools have not been
restructured to benefit from the use of ICT to enhance the quality of education and
many teachers are not involved in the use of ICT in the classroom.

In contrast in private schools, every student is armed with a laptop comiputer, school -
buildings have been modified or purpose built for the maximum exploitation of the
potential of the ICT to enhance the quality of education. An effective constructivist
learning environment need the extensive use of the ICT.

The Potential significance of the Research Project

My research project is geared to finding out the most effective way of using ICT in the
classroom, in spite of funding constraints and pedagogical resistance in state schools. It

would reduce the gap between private and state schools and provide an opportunity for - -

every state school student to maximise his/her talents,
The aims and hypothesis of the research project

My hypothesis is that an effective deployment of ICT tools in the classroom under the

supervision of the class teacher would enhance the quality of education. It would -

empower the teacher and create an opportunity for the students to engage in self-
paced, flexible, contextual, interdisciplinary and mdependent learning. ' '

Constructivist Learning Environments have been tested around the world and found to
be very effective. The Victorian Curriculum and Standards Framework (CD ROM . -
curriculum at work) lists the following benefits to students and teachers. .

1. The students are more engaged in the learning process, and are able to participate in * -
a more varied range of learning activities matched to their individual needs interest and

capabilities.

2. They learn in an environment characterised by collaberatnve work, problem solving
and effective communication of ideas. :

3. They take greater résponsibilities fbr'théir_lééﬁﬁng; I




4. They access resources and work with poers a’nd mentors world wide via the in'te'met.'_

5. They acquire knowledge and skills wmch are essentlal for success in the globai L
information economy. :

- Teachers : _
1. They employ wide range of teaching strategies and ﬁnd mcreasmg _]Ob satlsfactxon
through the creation of engaging learning environments. -
2. They are more readﬁy able to monitor and plan the Ieammg progress of individual
students.
3. They have access to an extensive range of Ieammg support matenals and a net work' '
of professional colleagues and mentors via the internet.
4. They use technology to streamline administrative duties.

All these factors would lead to an improved quality of education for all

. Method _
Partlcxpants, materials and procedures for the research project
Grade five class students, teachers, pnnc1pa1 and parents at Osborne Primary School in -
Mornington. ' -
: Procedure and Materlals
A Constructivist Learning Environment wouid be created following the design
*Classroom for the 21* Century’

Five learning stations would be established in the classroom _
1. A computer station with five computers to gathor information from CD ROMs and

the Internet.
2. A VCR station to access mformation from educatlonal videotapes produced by ABC

and other educational institutions. - _
3. A music station with five electronic keyboards anci headphones to master the basic

skills in music making,
4. A media station for the students to engage in creative activities using art; craft =
music photography, software designing and documentary making. _
5. A literacy and numeracy station under the direct s supemsnon of the class tcacher this -
provides an opportunity for the teacher to engage in individualised instructions and
pastoral care work. ' : :

The student would record their daily work in a log book.

The relevant software for each theme would be provided with the help and advice of
other teachers, . parents, educatnonal professionals of the Department and ‘Monash - -

University.

Action Research would guide the working of the project. The stakeholders would act -

as monitors and evaluators. Qualitative and quantitative measurements would be made

during the project, I would act as the facilitator and write up the final report.
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