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Inquiry into the education of boys
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boys and girls aged 20.
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courses and outcomes undertaken by boys in vocational education and training.
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PaI'tICIPatIOIl of Boys in Vocational
-Education and Training

Introduction

This report investigates participation in vocational education and training
undertaken by boys. The analysis identifies the type of training undertaken by boys
aged 15 to 19 who are in vocational education and training of any kind anci
specifically by boys who are still at school

In 1999, there were over 1.6 million people undertaking vocational education and

training in Australia. Of these, around one in five (342,900 or 20.8%) were aged 15-19

years and of those aged 15-19 years just over half {193,700 or 56.5%) were males.
Young people (those aged between 15 and 19 years) undertook over 7,000 different
courses in 1999, ranging from food retailing at McDonalds to computing skills for the
office.

Of the 342,900 young people that were undertaking a vocational prograrh in 1999,
some {93,700 or 27.3%) undertook their training while still at school. Of these that
were still at school around 47,100 were males (50.3% of those attending school).

Some of these young people were also undertaking an apprenticeship or traineeship -
as part of their training. As at 31 December 1999, over 54,000 boys wete involved in -
an apprenticeship or traineeship and of these about 2,000 were still at school. -

About the data

Boys have been identified as males aged betweeﬁ 15 and 19 inclusive, while "boys at
school’ have been identified as males who are still attending school and have
undertaken vocational education and training with providers in receipt of pubhc
funds. ' '

Tt should be noted that while the data presented in this report are sourced from the
NCVER 1997 to 1999 Vocational Education and Training collections, its scope differs .-
slightly to that used to derive information provided in other NCVER reports. This
primarily involves different treatment of school based VET training. In particular the
information for 1999 in this report differs slightly to that provided in the submission

to the house of representatives standing committee due to revised informationon - .
school based vocational education and training.

What boys do in vocational education

1. Top 20 courses undertaken in 1999

With thousands of courses undertaken by boys and with a huge variety undertaken
by boys still at school, table 1 provides the top 20 courses undertaken by boys in
vocational education in general. The second column shows where the courses hsted
for boys still at'school are ranked in relation to all boys. For example, the greatest
number of boys undertook a course in 1earnmg qupport (2 9%) and is therefore
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ranked first, while for boys still at school this course was ranked 76", ‘The highest -
ranked course for boys still at school was business studies (general access) which:
was ranked second for all boys (13% undertaking thiS course)

Table 1 lists the 28 most poptﬁar courses undertaken by all boys b'lseci on 1999

course enrolments and also prowdes the ranking of thege courses for boys still at

- school. Table 1 shows: - :

» The most popular course among all boys is ‘Course in Iearmng support whxch isa -
recognised short course offering additional tearning assistance to people .
enrolled /intending to enroi ina TAFE or similar course. This course is ranked
76" for boys still at'school. : : .

e Other popular courses for all boys relate to studies in business studies, '
hospitality, engmeermg, buzldmg anci coristriction, automotive and mformahon '
technology. - : :

»  For boys still at school, the most popular courses were Busmess Stud fes ( general .
access) Course’ followed by ‘Certificate I in Vocational Communication’, "Cerhﬁcatel’ -
in Engineering (Manufacturing)’ and ‘Certificate I or Il in Information Technology
All of these courses feature in the top 20 course list; for boys in general
1rrespeci1ve if they are still at school or not. - :

Table Lt Top 20 Courses undertake:n by boys in vocat:onal educatmn and ttammg, 1999

Per cent of course -~ Rank of course
enrolments . entolments
undertaken ~ undertaken by ©

by boys boys &l at school

Course in Learning Sapport 29 o 76
Business Studies {general access) Course 1.3 - _' 1
Certificate 11 in Hospitality (Operations) _ 12 o 16
Cervficaie { in Engineering (Pre-Vocational) ' 1h ' -
Manufacturing and Engineenng - : 1.1 6
Genetal Construction {Carpentry)-Housing - o o1 17
Certificate 1T in Vocational Communication _ S 1.1 2
Certificate IT in Automotive (Light Vehicle Maintenance) 010 152
Certificate I in Engineering (Manufacturing} . _ 1.0 3
Certificate 1T in Information Technology : . 0.9 4
Certificate I in Information Technolegy -~ -~ o _ ' 1.9 - gt
Certficate I in Vocational Access . : - 09 30
Flectrical - Mechanic - Fitter/Mechanic ' ' : 0.9 254

Matriculation : - 08 : 33
Cerdficate II] in Engineering : S o 0.8 - 57
Training Program in General Construction (Pte Emplox ment] 0.8 : 11
Certificate IT1 in Hospitality (Commetcial Cookery} 0.7 _ 214
Certificate in Engineéring (Mechanical, Fabrication, Electrical, - : 07 128
Electronics) _ .
Certficate I in Furnishing ' ' 0.7 B
Certificate 11 in Building & Construction (Fitout and Fm;sh} : ST 257
Number (‘000) Course Enrolments o 260.2

2. Time series of subject outcomes

Tables 2 and 3 provide a time series of subject outcomes for boys undertakmg VET,
for all students undertaking VET, boys still at school and for all students still at.
school. .

The main pomts to note from tables 2 and 3 are
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Over the years 1997 to 1999 about nine in 10 VET students obtained a successful
outcome, although the proportion achieving a successful outcoms has declined
since 1997. However, the resuit: remains good and ¢ compares well thh results -
achieved over all. - : Lo

For boys in VET just over ei ght in 10 (83.8%) achieved a successful ou%come in -
1999, down from around nine in 10 (90.2%) in 1997. :
Boys in school have com1stently achieved rather more successful outcomes than -
boys in general.” For instance in 1999, 88.8% of boys in school achieved a*
successful outcome compared to 83.8% for boys in general. _ . _
The outcomes for boys still at school are not all that different to the outcomes for -
all school based students. For instance, in 1997 around 92% of boys at school
achieved a successful outcome, ¢ ompared to around 94% for all students still at
school. '

As with boys and total VET the proporhon of boys at school and aH at school are -
showing a declining trend in achieving successful outcomes since 1997, '
However, rio one group is declmmg at a faster rate than any other. -

Table 2: Per cent of assessed suh}ect enrolments undertaken by boys and all in

vocational education and trammg by outcome;, 1957 to 1999

o Boys - Total VET :

1997 S 1998 - 1999 o199 1998 1999
Pass 89.3 84.5 82.9 891 853 84.2
Recognition of Prior Learning - 0.9 0.9 09 35 37 . 35
Total ssecersfil g0.2 854 8318 926 89.0 877
Fai _ 98" 146 162 . 74 11.0 123
Total assessed (‘OOO} - 1,160.7 1,406.7 1, 596.1 6,562.9 - 74223 83813

"Table 3: Per cent of assessed sub]ect enrolments undertaken by boys and all still at .

school a by outcome, 1997 to 1999

Boys at whool T All 2t school

C 1997 1998 19991 1997 1998 1699|
Pass - 909 8.7 88.2 99 o1 90.3| -
Recognition of Prior Learning 1.0 0.7 L6} 09 0.7 0.7 :
Total suwersind 91.9 88.4 888 938 . 9.8 910
Fail 8.2 116 111 6.2 9.2 00 -
Total assessed (000) 12009 196.2 2715 2566 . 406.7 352.2)
3. Qualifications

Over a quarter (26.7%) of course enrolments undertaken by boys are in an AQF
Certificate I or equivalent qualification (in other words in an accredited course
leading to formal qualifications). This compares to around 18.8% for all course
enrolments and to less than 10% of course enrolments for boys still at school.-
Over half (57.4%) of cotirse enrolments by all students still at school are -
undertaken at AQF Certificate levels I and I, about the same as for boys still at
school (55.5%). This compares to only 24.0% for ail students and 33.9% for boys. .-
Boys still at school are more likely thanall boys to be undertakmg a non award
course (20.4% c.f. 15.3%). :

Table 4: Per cent of course enrolments undertaken by boys in VET by qhaliﬁcat:ion'; 1999

Total Boys still - All still at -

Qualification ' . Bovs ~ VET atschool. school
AQF diploma ot higher B 8,5_ 13 21 . 17
- AQF cortificate TV ot équivalent - - s .48 0 98 18 1.8
 AQF cerdficate 1T or cqmvalent . '

267188 8198
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AQF certificate 1 o S 198 164 219 a4

AQF - level unknown o ' ' ' 32 . . 3% . 23 2.4
AQF certificate | o 141 76 0 0 276 230
AQF senior secondary ' o - 04 02 . - 02 03
Other recognised courses o : ) 94 9.7 - 60
Nen award courses ] " 153 29 204 .- 206
Total Course Enrolments (*000) 260.2  1,992.2 69.2 1319 ..

4. Apprentiées and trainces by occupation

The following table looks at the participation of boys and boys in school that are
undertaking their {raining through apprenhceshlp or tra1neesh3p pathways. Table§
highlights that:

»  Around 2,000 of boys still at school were undertakmg an appren’acesmp or
traineeship in 1999. 3

¢ Only around 4% of boys are undertakmg thelr apprentzceqth or trameeshlp
while still at school, compared to around 24% of VET students, :

o Boys (76.7%) are far more likely to be workmg in a trade related area compared
with boys still at school (30.7%). -

» Boys still at school are more I1ke1y to be workmg in the lower occupatzonai areas,
such as labourers and related workers (21.9% compared to 6.2% for boys), elementary -
clerical, sales and service workers (15.6% c.f: 5.2%) and mtermedm te clerical, sales and
service workers (15.3% cf. 6.0%).

Table 5: Per cent of apprentices and trainees in trammg by occupation at 31 Decerbert 1999

Boys still at
. school . .-\}l Bovs
Managers & administrators 3.4 . 15
Professionals _ : 0z . 0.2
Associate professionals : 11.2 .24
Trader & refated workers sub-total o307 767
Mechanical & fabrication engineering _ _ 4.6 11.7 _
Automotive - ' 6.9 164 .
Electrical and electronic ' 40 3.8
Construction ' 65 ny
Food _ : _ oo 3.8 0.8
Skilled agriculture & horticulture _ _ o 0.5 ' 2.0
 Othet trades & related workers . g 4.3 6.4
Advanced clerical and service workers | ' . 0.0 00
Intermediate clerical, sales & service workers o ' 153 6.0
Intermediate production & transport workers ' 18 1.7
Elementary clerical, sales & service workers . 156 52
Labourers and related workers S - e 21.9 6.2
Total ins training {(number) : 1,900 54,200

Source: Unpublished apprentice and trainee data, NCVER March quarter 2001,
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