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Parliamentary Committee inquiry into boys
education.

It hasto be acknowledged that boy’ s education isgoing through a
period of change. For many boys, school isnot an attractive
environment. Why? The structure of the family has also changed.

Y oung men reach to older men for guidance and find that many of their
role models - their fathers, coaches and mentors- are struggling too.

Thisproposal looks at the authors work with boysin schoolsand the
positive insights gained from listening to young men. Thereisa
definitive need for boysto learn more about themselves. The present
school curriculum is centered on the traditional aspects of what we
believe boys (and girls) requirefor life. We believe schools, principals,
teachers, families and the wider community want and need to become
mor e in tune with boys needs.

Many boys

* Prefer to beoutside.

* Prefer and are better at physical activities.

* Arebetter at practical tasks.

* Liketo move around rather than sit still.

* Arenot good at cooper ative activities, they are too competitive.
* Prefer short term activities.

* Respond better to taskswith clear and achievable goals.

*

Young boys are better at gross motor skillsrather than using fine
motor skills.
Rex Stoessiger (1997).



Therapid pace of infor mation technology arguably has provided a tool
for learning. We believe mor e resear ch into boys leisuretime warrants
further investigation. Boys*“play” ischanging with antidotal evidence
of more machine play: computer, playstation, gameboys, CD player etc.
We believe that boys need to be conscioudly challenged on all levels of
feeling, thinking, and doing.

Our work with middle year level boys (year 8 onwards), ismorethan
mentoring and teaching boys about maleissues.

“Footy, Beer and Girls’ (FBG) : description.

FBG isaforum for discussion and activities designed to unmask
masculinity, violence, drug and alcohol use/misuse, risk taking behavior,
fathersand mentors, relationships and girls, stereotyped gender roles,
men’s health, sexuality, being male and the transition from boy to
manhood. We'rethereto reduce aggressive and bullying behavior in
young men through awar eness whilst developing communication skills.
We reducerisk-taking behavior with drugsand alcohol by being
actively involved and interested in their lives and social development.
Therearea surprisingly high number of young men - chosen for FBG
by their peersand teachers- who don’t have a dad.

Footy, Beer and Girls hasworked with young men from year 8to year
11. Itisan intensely personal experiencethat hasa delightful side
effect of establishing a strong sense of community for the young men
involved. It isn’t therapy but isvery therapeutic. Discussions and
activitiesrevolve around key issuesfor young men.

# What do you haveto do to bea man?

# Fathers/mentors.

# Sexuality.

# Men’s health.

# Dance of life (footy, art, music, sport, friends).

# Grassroots (spirituality, goals, dreams, direction).
# Speaking from your heart.

# Violence.



# Great lies.
# LifesMysteries.

The program isdelivered to a small (10/12) group of boysthough whole
school presentations have encour aged heartfelt and productive
discussions about gender equity and the value of single-sex classes for
certain subjects. Young women benefit indirectly from the program
(disruptive young men ar e often the onesremoved from normal
classroom activitiesto beinvolved in the program) and directly (by
stimulating the need for a similar and concurrent classfor young
women).

Theaim of the program isto fill boysin on what men really think about.
What they fear and enjoy. What being“aman” islike? It’snot just
pub-talk. Itisabout educating young men to speak their truth, that is
heart speak, not just head talk.

The program encour ages and challenges young men to:

* be emotionally challenged.

* sharewhat isimportant to them.

* exploredifferent ideas and views about what being maleisall about.

FBG can berun over asix, ten, or twenty week period with support
visitsasrequired. The program includesworkshop days out of school
in a bush setting. Theaim of thisisexplorefurther issues associated
with therite of passage from boyhood to manhood. A range of physical
activities (walking, carrying rocks, discussion, climbing hills, crossing
creeks) are undertaken with the emphasis on infotainment. Boyslearn
most while having fun.

The FBG program iscurrently being written as areference manual.
Theprinciplesthat drive FBG are also taught as a professional
development strategy for teachers, parents, counselorsor anyone who
workswith boys.

Hereareour goalsin a nutshell;

* Reduction in physical and non-physical violent behavior.

» Createasafer school community.

» Develop problem-solving skillsthat do not include risk-taking
behavior (alcohol and drug use).



« Enhanced well being/mor e positive sense of self.
» Increased/regular school attendance and school connectedness.
» Develop a greater understanding of the mysterious world of men.

About the authors.

Peter Little

Peter isa social worker, counselor and welfare worker in the Latrobe
Valley. In ten years, Peter hasworked in arange of settings - Local
Government, the Department of Education (Primary and Secondary
Schools), Monash University Gippsland Campus and Community
Health.

Peter has had a diverse life, travelling over seas and within Australia,
working in arange of fieldsincluding -

* Dairy farming.

* Building construction.

* [tinerant/seasonal work (grape picking, potatoes, hay
carting).

* Member of the Australian Army.

* Worked/traveled in England/New Zealand.

* Disabilitiessmental health field.

Peter iscurrently a private consultant to schools, organisations, families
and individuals and isa committed dad to seven children. He has
developed a number of proactive experiential programson: parenting,
anger for men and life/social skillsfor adults. He is passionate about
boys and men’sissues (and their impact on women).

Peter and hiswife Donna have been developing the Cool Program. This
iIsa social skills program for school age children. Peter iscommitted to
promoting the “heartspeak” concept asatool for building relationships.



Scot Gardner

Scot isamusician, author, masseur, counselor, teacher and professional
landscape gar dener.

His music and madness have seen him performing on “Red Faces’
(twicel), producing a music CD and playing/teaching didgeridoo
professionally. Scot haswritten afiction novel for young adultsto be
published in 2001 by Pan Macmillan. Scot bringsall hisart and skill to
work with boysand men. Scot and hiswife Robyn livein Gippsland,
Victoria and havethree children.

Together, Scot and Peter are a motivated team committed to the further
development of life changing programsfor young boys and men.

Pr ogram evaluation/feedback

The program has been delivered to a number of Secondary schools
(private and public), in the Gippsland area. Monash University hasalso
evaluated it as part of the Gippsland Anti-Violence project.

Written commentsinclude —

“They should do this mor e often, so school would actually be worth
attending” - Year 10 male student, 7" June 1999, K urnai College,
Morwell.

“I learnt mor e about male stuff than | ever have” —Year 8 male student,
Traralgon Secondary College.

“FBG was something to look forward to, you could be yourself” — Y ear
10 male student, Catholic Regional College, Traralgon.

“I liked FBG, it did not seem like it had anything to do with school” —
Year 10 male student, Trafalgar High School.



Peter and Scot utilised humour, personal experiences, counseling and
communication techniques, and realism. Thisincluded confronting and
challenging individual membersor the group about their behaviour or
other issues asthey arose such as:

# Violence-comment that “a party isnot a party without afight”.

# Being male-we said “you don’t have to have sex, go to war or kill an
animal to beaman”.

# Great lies-fact or fiction about what people say about you.

# Drugs-areyou in control of it or isthedrugin control of you.

# Passion/dreams-can you find something you like, are good at it and
createalifestyle from that?

# Women-thereisa person behind the body parts.

# Sexuality- werelated the “ McDonalds experience”, what do you want
fast food/quick sex?

# Fatherg/step dads-where are you at with your dad ? Do you spend
time with him?

# Being male- “how do you know when your a man?”.

# School/work-"what would you be doing if money was not an issue?”.

Each week, Scot and | would identify the given topic and “ bounce off”
the boysin assisting them to comment disagree or share personal issues
about what was discussed. We would challenge the group to talk
through their heart and not just head stuff.

Overview

For many boys, school isnot an attractive environment, in terms of
being or feeling valued. Their education isnot meeting their physical,
emotional/social and academic needs. Asthe structure of the family has
changed; more one parent families, step families and familieswith both
parentsworking for example has affected many boysin termsof “what
they arelearning about being young men. At atime when young men
need male role modelsYmentorsto offer guidance and direction thereare
fewer men ableto undertake thisresponsibility.

The education system has also changed. There are now morefemale
teachers (which isgreat) than therewerein the past but thisleaves
many young men with little or no male contact. In the past men were



mor e available in therole of teachers, coaches and fathersthan isthe
case today.

Thissubmission supportstheinquiry into boysand their education.
The authors believe that middle year boy’s benefit from gender based
social constructionist programs. Programssuch as* Footy, Beer and
Girls’, aredesigned to challenge and develop the pathways of
communication for boysin school, who one day will be men in society.
Here, the statisticsfor boysand men are not great —

 Men live on average six year s lessthan women.

e Around 90% of studentswith behavioural problemsare boys.

e Almost 80% of studentswith learning difficulties are boys.

» 74% of unemployed people are men.

e Men and boys commit suicide four times mor e frequently than
women.

Steve Biddulph : Manhood, 1995.

Suicide hasrootsin communication. Violence also hasrootsin
communication. Successin relationships depends on clear
communication. The education of boysisnot just an academic pur suit.
Thisinquiry hasaresponsibility in shifting this philosophy. Boysare
important. They are not just measured by their achievements or
actions.

This submission was written by

Peter Little (Social Worker/consultant).
Scot Gardner (Author/consultant).

Contact details

RMB 1483, Todds Rd
Boolarra, 3870
Victoria.

Phone: 03 51 696742
E-mail : cool-consulting@net-tech.com.au



