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!_gulrv Submzss:on The Educatlon of Boy

1. dtis 1mportant to s} arate the hterac' _lssue from the educat:on of
o bogs lssue el 3 L

Boys and grrls can leam to read and wnto in iheir farst year of sohoo!

- 100% I:teracy is attamab!e Aocordmg to the Untted Natlons £ce!and and :_' Lo
Keraia an zmpovenshed #ndtan state have achleved 100% literaoy :

Every ohlfd ieams to read and write in thelr f’ rst year of schoo! in Cuba e
aooordmg to a recent artzc!e in the Canberra Tlmes : S

2 H:gh i:teracy results have been obtamed by bovs and glrls in. the Lo
| Kmderg_rten Foundatuon theracv Prog_ram at Latham Primary, ACT L

fn 2000 most chlfdren in the Foundatlon i.iteracy Program boys and glr!s,
wore readmg and wntlng mean:ngful text aﬂer 5 months in Kmdorgarten '

Most kmdergarteners in the Foundatron L|toracy Program Ieamed to road . .
“and write at an advanced leve! by the end of the year. . B

Some of the h:ghest aohlevors |n Foundation theraoy are boys

Many chitdren are reading at a Iovef severa! years in advance of thelr
- peers. (T ested on a word reoogmtton tost ) : : .

Favourrto books tnciude Roa!d Dahl’s "Enormous Crocodlle” and Gllhan o
Rubenstem's “Queen ofthe Umverse T T R :

The Foundatlon Ltteracy Program aiong wzth another hteracy program
- conducted at the schooi ;omtfy won the 2000 Nattona! i.lteraoy Weok
AwardfortheACT : - . S ol




- The program has been operatmg for two years thrs year as a control!ed
- study. 5 S : S :

x Latham Prrmary is an average suburban government school

. Further mformatron aboot Foundatron Lrteracy was provrded in an earlrer
-~ confi dentral submrssron to the Parhamentary Inqurry .

.. Prevention is b_e_t'tef than cure.
Itis best to begirt "literacy education in the pre-school years.

Foundatron Lrteracy is based ona prwate program for parents to teach
therr own 3 to 5 year olds to read _ .

_Boys who become ear!y ffuent readers tend ’ro be ab!e to deaf with’ current o

: ."pnmary and secondary currlcula

. What can 'be 'dorte?

- As the Founda’aon Lrteracy Program shows promise a Iarger scale
- adequately—funded Iongltudinaf study might be conducted

. Research has shown that Iarge and/or composrte early chlldhood c!asses L

'_'educatronatiy drsadvantage young chrtdren
Research has shown that “20 chrfdren is pienty” in Kmdergarten

“The cos’r -saving of e!:mrnatmg the need for expensrve Readrng Recoyery :
-_wou!d soon subsrdrse sma!ter ctasses o

_' There shou!d be greater system support for children at risk — partrcutarly
- children with ma;or behavioural drscrders Early rnterventron for behavrour
management 53 essent;a! S L '

- Chlldren with behavrour drsorders severe!y irmrt the amount of Ieamrng
~ that takes placé in a classroom; partlcularly if there is more than one
-difficult chrid ina targe class .

There should be zero~tolerance of yrolence in'schools. Frve year olds

. should not be afratd to come {0 school.

'If the Foundatron Lrteracy Program was contrnued in later grades, and .
: chzfdrerr continued to'learn at the same acce!erated pace educatron wou!d -
be revo!utlomsed S




Kmdergarten is the year that makes or breaks a ch;ld s attltude to .
“ education. Therefore, ideally, Kmdergarten teachers shouid be hlghiy- :
qualtf‘ ed and expenenoed speciailst teachers o




