161 Gregory Terrace
PO 572
SPRING HILL QLD 4004

6™ March 2001
Mr James Rees
Inquiry Secretary
Standing Committee on Employment, Education and
Workplace Relations '
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Mr Rees,

My husband, Major General Digger James made a submission to the
Parliamentary Inquiry on Boys’ Education last year — your letter of 13" July 2000
refers.

Enclosed please find copy of a newspaper article (Courier Mail, 24" February
2001) by the Courier Mail education reporter Mr Malcolm Cole. | believe, his
article is well-balanced and is best summarized by the last four paragraphs of his
article.

| am very disturbed at the attitude taken by the Sex Discrimination
Commissioner, Msss Susan Halliday, as reported by Mr Cole, in her submission
made to your Inquiry.

My concern is simply that Msss Halliday gives an extremely unbalanced position
of the work done by Miss Mulligan to help young boys improve their literacy.
Clearly, Msss Halliday is blinded by her overt feminist bias in an attempt to
overturn what appears to be an excellent programme.

From a person, well paid and commissioned to provide the best, and presumably
unbiased, advice on discrimination amongst the Australian population, 1 find it
extraordinary that Msss Halliday now wishes to discriminate against young boys
gaining better skills in literacy and secondly, in objecting to fathers, or other
males, helping their sons in this endeavour.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Barbara James

Encl.
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