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Mr Bob Baldwin, MP,
Chairperson,
Houseof RepresentativesStandingCommitteeon Communication,Information Technology
andtheArts,
ParliamentHouse,
CanberraACT 2600

DearMr Baldwin,

On the occasionof the Enquiry into SBS Annual Reportby the Houseof Representatives
StandingCommitteeon Communication,InformationTechnologyand theArts, VNTV — the
VietnameseTelevisionAssociationwishesto takethis opportunityto submitto theCommittee
the enclosedproposalin order to contributeto and assist SBS Televisionin managingand
producinga suitable Vietnameseprogramme,broadcaston SBS TV, for the Vietnamese
AustralianCommunitythroughoutAustralia.

We are availablefor further detailsaboutthis proposal. We look forward
this submission.

to theoutcomeof

cc: Mr TrungDoan,President,VietnameseCommunityin Australia
Dr Tien Nguyen,Vice-President,VietnameseCommunityin Australia
Mr Henry Dang,SpecialAdvisor

P.O Box 1119Richmond3121

VNTV

Melbourne9 Feb,2004

ABN 71586232255

‘r Tien D Kieu,
VNTV President
(03) 92148026
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VNTV — VietnameseTelevisionAssociation
ProposalSubmissionto

TheEnquiry intoSBSAnnualReport
By the Houseof RepresentativeStandingCommitteeon Communication,

InformationTechnologyandthe Arts - 11 February2004

1. Proposal Summary

TheVietnameseTelevisionAssociation(VNTV) is acommunity-based,volunteer-run;non-profit
organisation,which was formedin 1996to establishandmanageaVietnamesecommunitytelevision
programme.VNTV is amemberofthe MelbourneCommunityTelevisionConsortium,Channel 31
andhascontributedits locally producedweeklyprogrammeto C3I, continuouslyeverysingleweekfor
thelast eightyears.

In responseto SBSTelevisionManagement’srequirementto identif~’ asuitableVietnameseprogramme
to fulfil its charterof providingserviceto its ethnicallydiverseaudience,VNTV would like to volunteer
to manageandproducesuchprogramme.With eightyearsof operationexperience,VNTV is confidentit
will be able to meettheneedsofthe VietnameseAustraliancommunityin Australiaand,at the sametime
satisI~ySBSTelevisionandAustraliabroadcastingstandards.The programmewill consistof:

> Locally producednews,currentaffairs,
)‘ Programmesfrom otherVietnamesetelevisionprogrammesaroundthe world
~‘ Other newssources(subjectto suitablearrangements).

Uponrequest,amoredetailedproposalwill be submittedwhichwill provideadditional informationwith
regardsto programmecontents,scheduleandcosting.

VNTV hasbeenwidely recognisedandacceptedby the Vietnamesespeakingaudiencein Melbourne.It
believesit will beable to makegoodofthe nationalreachof SBSTelevisionin servingtheVietnamese
AustraliancommunityaroundAustralia.

2. Organisation Profile

Structure

VNTV was formedin 1996asanon-profit organisation.The purposesandobjectivesofthe VNTV are
to:

o EstablishandmanageaVietnamesecommunitytelevisionprogramme
o Createan environmentwhichsupportsinnovationandinitiative in the artsandcultural activities
o Assistin maintainingthe cultureheritage,nurtureasenseof belonginganddevelopthe

communityidentity amongstthe Vietnamese
o Provideopportunitiesfor membersof the Vietnamesecommunityto gainaccessto television

productionto enablethem to promotegreaterawareness,appreciationofthe Vietnameseculture
to thewider community

o Identity, developandpromotethe cultural resourceswhich enrichthe Australianmulticultural
society

All membersof VNTV are unpaidvolunteers.The affairsof VNTV are managedby aneight member
ManagementCommittee.The generaltermsof office for ManagementCommitteemembersis two years.
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Electionsareheldeverytwelve monthsto re-electfifty percentof its members.Dr Tien Kieu was
continuouslyre-electedto the positionof Chairpersonin the ManagementCommitteesinceVNTV
formation. Its work was recognisedby the Hon. S. NI. Nguyen(MelbourneWest) at the Victorian
Parliamentseatingof 13 June2002.

Membership

VNTV acquiredfull membershipof MelbourneCommunityTelevisionConsortiumC31 in 2002,

which entitlesit to aminimumof onehourbroadcastingperweek.

Financial position

VNTV is avolunteer-based,non-profitorganization.It hasnot receivedanygrantor funding.During its
formation, it reliedon its members’contributions.Sinceattainingoperationalstatus,its incomehasbeen
derivedfrom two mainsources:

o Sponsorshipin theform of limited televisionadvertising(approx.95%).
o Donationsfrom othergroupsandassociations(approx.5%).

3. Programme production

Sinceits inceptioneightyearsago, VNTV hascontinuouslybroadcastits programseveryweekon
Channel31 Melboume.Currently,VNTV broadcastinghoursin Melbourneare:
• Monday,6.3Opm-7.OOpm
• Sunday,2.3Opm-3.OOpm,

All programmesarelocally madeandcoveravariety of topics includingNews,CurrentAffairs,
Documentaries,Music, Interviewsand CommunityActivities.

All membersof VNTV, currently30, areunpaidvolunteers.Theirroles fit into oneor moreof the
followinggroupings:

o Hostingteamwhich includespresenters,interviewers,reporters...
o Technicalteamwhich coverslighting, filming, editing,directing,archiving,programming...
o Supportingteamwhich coversmake-up,catering,transport,props...
o Administrativeteamwhich coversaccounting,programming...

4. Development Plan

To fulfil its charter,SBSTelevision is looking for asuitableVietnamesespeakingprogramto add to its
World Watchsegment.With eightyearsof experiencein TV programmeproduction,VNTV hashadthe
ability andexperienceandwould like to volunteerto offer its serviceto manageadaily segmentin
responseto 585 TV requirement.

VNTV intendsto augmentits currentprogrammeproductionwith:
• Other locallyproducedprogrammesin Australiasuchasthe C3 I Sydney(acommercial

organisation),variousnon-regularmulti-mediaproducerssuchasthe multi-mediagroupEm Viet
in Melbourne,The VietnameseProfessionalSociety in Australia,The VietnameseBuddhist
Associationetc...

• Providedsuitablearrangements,which arealsoacceptableto the VietnameseAustralian
community,areput in place,programmesproducedin otherpartsof the world wherethereis a
largepresenceof the Vietnamese-speakingcommunitywill alsobe considered--notablythe USA,
France,Canada.andVietnam.
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• If this proposalis endorsedfor furtherconsideration.VNTV will startnegotiationwith other
mainstreamnewsresources(Reuters,AP, ...) for accessto multi-mediamaterialsfor the purpose
of producingits programme.

VNTV alsoenvisagesthat it will needto employ severalpart-timestaffandwill exploredifferent funding
options with the VietnameseCommunityAssociationin AustraliaandtheGovernment.
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