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IN my opinion country snd regional listeners rely he;vil;y on the ABC
for many reasons, the main one being that the commercisl services don't
come within a country mile of matching the '27. Anyone living outside

metropolitan areas would have to agr.e with me,

For instance, the region in which I live (Msnning/Forster-Tuncurry, Bulgaelah
snd Gloucester) is served by two commercial stations, which rely mainly on
a mixture of 'Golden Oldies' and relayed talkback shows., On dhe other
hand, the %BC provides an invalusble service " of FM clzgsic, Radio
National, regional radio and i‘riple JJJ. These four A:ZC stations

entertain, inform, educ=te and provide balanced newc=sts and analysie; in
the case of newsc-sts, the time allocated extends well beyond what the
commercial stations are providing. Of course the ABC radion services can
te improved-for that matter anything can- but threats of further cuts to
the ABC csn only be judged wit: grsve concern, especi-lly by country
dwellers, H,ving been in the commerci-l media for more thsn 35 years

I believe the AEZC more *Aan matches its commerci=l opponents across the

the entire epectrum of radio =nd television.

Yy faithfully,
Housc of Representatives Standing

Peter Eao Committee on Communications,
Transport and the Arts
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