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SIR - The National Party’s mqulry into the
needs of country people ofl; local radio, has crt;; N QS
ated an angry backlash from 2SM’s talkbac e a .
host, Howard Sattler. 2 o attan to o Eotlor
In fairness to the National Party, I feel an explanation y ¢
is due, as the party is only acting on complaints recelved g é .Z.»Z\i./
from people all over NSW and Southern Queensland /é,u_/ >
Many people living in remote areas do not have good- "
quality reception for television and radio programmes. # G = / O ] C'/j W
The basis of this inquiry came about because of the
change of policy of the Broadcasting Operations Group * (
which has a 30-strong station network of rural Australia. - f M Wl’ me CZM’;\ f
The decision by 2SM to axe 2MO’s talkback pro- :
gramme, Australia Tonight, hosted by Paul Tolley, upset : p d‘i—m G/Y\OL Wu)&%ﬂ/lﬁ“ “
thousands of North West listeners aged from nine to 90. |
Tamworth’s country music, relayed through 2MO, suf- - /\' 7 E SRS PR g
fered the same fate after being on air for more than 30 - W )
years. The shockwaves are still being felt. .
The reason given for dropping the country music for- M vﬁ M
i . mat was that it was considered incompatible with the : : . i
network plans to target listeners in the 18-45 years age . ’ ! Qééﬁy’ﬂ/
bracket, in Sydney, Newcastle and country NSW and | Mﬁb ¢
Queensland. "
This decision created a void for people who turned - J { i vm,‘,u_ﬂz; G/*\d/
back to radio when TV programmes became too unre- ..
stricted - erude, rude and nude. : W ‘-Zm/
When talkback radio was restored to 2MO - AM and WM"(“
PM, and also John Laws on AM - after petitions were -
presented, no further action was taken, although arcund dﬂ M M W
1000 signatures from Gunnedah were sent o the Minis- “ )
ter for Communications, Senator Richard Alston. B :
Magpie from Bingara, who organised the Our Lost ‘16 mé .—
Voice protest, is a much-admired caller to talkback radio . .
who deserves to be congratulated for her efforts to re- J’ w
store country radio to country people. : L
Over the past five years, rapid changes have taken —
place in Gunnedah and other country towns - the loss \_[)/ZC M\LA&A -
of industry has created unemployment along with the
downgrading of public services. 4 i ) ;
Protest in the form of petitions, signed by local resi-
dents, has gone unheeded but despite this, people have /
continued to support petitions on many issues because 4 ¢
they have become our only avenue of protest. N f
Ithank the people who take the time to sign petitions . M
which are presented to Council and members of Parlia- LS ¢

N ment and urge them to continue supporting them be- |
{ . cause I have faith that we can and must change what is P ) &5 MM JM
Judith Law . ’ . b W@x/f,g —
Gunnedah. v N O L - JC

unacceptable.
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