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From: John Bain [snapshot@gateway.net.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 14 March 2001 4:29 PM
To: Comi ~ ____________

Ph: (08) 9791 4180 16 Waratah
Crescent,Bunbury

Mbl: 041 718 4381 Western

Australia 6230.

E-MAIL : snapshot@gateway.net.au

Wednesday14th~March 2001.

The Secretary,

StandingCommitteeon Communications,TransportandtheArts.

Inquiry into the adequacyof radio servicesin non-metropolitanAustralia.

DearSir/Madam,

I write in referenceto your inquiry with informationI would haveforwarded
earlier,hadtheSenatorassistingtheMinister, SenatorThe Hon. Ian
Cambell,hadthe foresight to inform meof the inquiry whenwriting to me
in Novemberlastyear.

My concernis the satelliteradio station621 easilylisteningmusicwhich
broadcastshere.

1. The musictheyplay is terrific.
2. Their time call for Westernustraliastatesthatwe areonehour behind

the easternstatesnot threehoursas it is nowwith daylight saving.
3. Thenewsserviceis at least2 hoursbehindthe actualevent.So things

like football scoresareallegedlybeingreadout at half time, whenin fact
the gamehasfinished. Moreovermajornewsstoriesarevery often
repeatedagainandagain.

TheSenatorrefereedmeto theAustralianBroadcastingAuthority, who in
turn wroteandsuggestedI complainto the stationmyselfand if I hadno
satisfactionto completeanenclosedform andforward it to theABA, if I
hadno satisfactionwithin 60 days.

So after threeletterswe’re still stuckwith the sameformat.

Subsequentlytheir actionshavepromptedmeto askthesequestionsof the
committee.
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1.~Whycouldn’t the senatoror the ABA makeonephonecall andpoint
thesepeoplein the right direction?

2. What is the point of havingaministry andtheAuthority if what canonly
be describedasa simplematter,is dumpedbackinto the constituents
lap?

3. Why wasn’t I informedby theSenatorof this inquiry whenI wrote to him
in November?

I do not havethe authority to askthesepeopleto rectify the matterthat is
way I wrote to thesenatorin the first place.

Perhapsthis incidentwill go somewheretowardexplainingwhy the
electoratehashada gutful of the directionthe political systemhastakenin
thesepastfew years.

YoursFaithfully,

John M. Bain.
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