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Mr PaulNeville (MP)
Chairman
HouseCommitteeon Communications,TransportandtheArts
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

In responseto yourrequestfor awrittensubmissionon thestatusofABC radioservicesto the
pastoralregionofWesternAustralia,I providethe following information.

Sincethe closureof theABC shortwaveradioservicein 1994,largeareasofthepastoralregion
havebeenwithout24 hourradioservices.Theintroductionofthesatelliteserviceasa
replacementis inadequatebecauseit canonlybeaccessedwhileat thepastoralhomesteador
within proximity ofatown. At thehomestead,apowersourcesuchasageneratoris requiredto
operateradioandreceptionequipment.

As aresult,peopleworking awayfrom thehomesteadandthosetravellingthroughtheregionare
oflenwithoutradiocommunication.

Theissuesfor concernarerelatedto theisolationexperiencedby peopleliving, working and
travellingthroughthepastoralregion. Thereis arequirementfor accessto weatherreports,storm
andcyclonewarnings,road statusalerts,fire andemergencyinformationandto thesocial
interactionandcommunicationradioprovides. Fromanationalandagriculturalsecuritypointof
view, thereis alsoavery seriousneedfor ABC radioservicesin this isolatedpartofthestate.

It appearsthatno onesolutionwill beadequateto providethecoverageandmeetthe
commitmentsexpectedfrom ABC radioservices.A high poweredAIvI transmitternear
Meekatharrawill certainlyhelpcovera largeportionoftheMid WestandNorthEastern
Goldfieldsregionsandwill provideabackuptransmitterfortimesduringcycloneswhencoastal
transmittersarevulnerable.However,therearestill likely to begapsin servicein thenorthofthe
stateand duringinclementweathersuchasthunderstorms.In this instanceshortwaveradio is a
reliableoption.
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Giventheemphasisnow onnaturebasedandoutbacktourism,thesealingofkeyroadsbetween
theNorthernGoldfieldsandtheMid Westandthediversificationofpastoralindustries,Western
Australia’spastoralregioncanexpecta significantincreasein thenumberofvisitorsandtourists
passingthrough. Therefore,therewill beanevengreaterexpectationfor accessto reliable,24
hour,mobileradiocommunicationsat anaffordable cost.

I wouldbehappyto discusstheseissueswith you further.

Yourssincerely

DIANNE FORSYTH
PASTORALIST AND
MEMBER
MID WEST COMMUNICATIONS WORKING GROUP


