
WednesdayMarch 14, 2001.

IanA Howat
P0Box 1382,
BusseltonWA 6280.
Howat(~netserv.net.au

Houseof Representatives’
CommunicationsCommittee,
ParliamentHouse,
CanberraACT 2600.

DearCommittee,
An article in today’s“WestAustralian”newspaperexplainingyour

committeesactivitiesin this Statehaspromptedmeto write to you with the
complaintthatradiotransmissionservicesin the rural areasofthe southernhalfof
this Stateareunreasonablypoor.

My workcontractingmaintenanceservicesto Teistrameansthat I spend9 months
peryearin rural andremoteareassouthfrom the 25thparallelandeastto the SA
bordervisiting everyTeistrafacility at leastonceeachyear.Like mostAustraliansI
expectto be ableto accessABC radio to keepabreastofcurrentaffairs, weather
forecastsetc.Well it doesn’thappen!Thereare vastregionsthatare simply black
holesfor anyserviceslet aloneABC andin themainreasonablereceptioncanonly
be obtainedatnight, andmostly then from SA or Vie stationsdenyingusrelevant
local information.I think it is fair to saythat I canaccessRadionationalabout50%
of the time only.

The technologyto give coveragehasexistedfor decades,I canonly assumethat it is
notmatchedby politicalwill. Ruralandremotepeopleare insignificantnumerically
comparedto themajorpopulationcentresbutwe areAustraliansandnot2nd class
citizens.We havelost ourShortWavefacilities, RadioAustraliawhich wasan
alternativeseemsto havedied; it really is timeto do somethingpositiveand
inimediatefor us.

Yours faithftilly,
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