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DearSir~Madarii ~

I haveonlyjust heardof the ParliamentaryInquiry into the adequacyof regionalradio
services,soI hastento put down somethoughtsin thehopethattheywill reachyou in
time.

Regionalradio is crucial to countryandcoastalareas.One-thirdof NSW’speoplelive
in theseareas,but governmentservicesin mostfields arelessthanthosethatcapital
cities enjoyandarediminishing. Soastrongradionetwork is essentialto inform
peopleof all thatis going on in their districts,economically,cuitiirally, politically, in
sportand,not least,with the weather. We rely on ourABC for suchinformation. We
alsorely on it for the airing of issuesof concernto regional Australia - issueswhich
demanddiscussionandaction. In thepastregionalABC staffwereableto do research
on suchissuesandthushelpto keepboth rural andcity peopleinformedof country
matterswhich mayaffect themdirectly andindirectly. (Goodliaison with city media
canallow for suchuseful sharingof material.)

Unfortunately,funding reductionsto theABC overthe lastfifteenyearshavemeant
thatprogramproducersandpresentersaretoo limited in numberandtoo stressedto
enablethiscurrently to be done,certainlyfor it to bedoneto their satisfactionor to that
of countrypeople. The presentationof countrynewsin city andnationalmedia(print
andelectronic) is generallyscanty,poorly researchedandoften trivial. This has
increasedthefeelingof regional peoplethattheyareunvaluedandmarginalised.
Equally,time andfinancial resourcesarenotnow availableto allow for quality
programmingon regionalradio. Stressedstaffdo thebestthatthey can,andfor this
regional peopleare grateful. But we feel thatourFederalGovernmentshouldprovide
funding(that is, ourtax money)sothatregionalradiocanbe of thequality whichwe
need.

Commercialisationof theABC is somethingthatregionalpeoplefear. Whenratings
andmoneyconcernspredominateminority interests,including thoseof largeminorities
suchasnon-metropolitanpeople,tendto be neglected.We needastrong,well-funded,
independentABC.

For thoseof uswho live in non-metropolitanareasthe ABC is especiallyimportant.
This is becausewe havemuchmorelimited accessthancity peopleto adulteducation,
theatre,concerts,avariety of films, associationsconcernedwith diverseleisure
interests,governmentservicesandgood telephoneandinformationtechnologyservices.
Thevariousradioservicesin particular go someway in coveringthesedeficiencies,
that is, in areaswherequality receptionof them is available. Theseincludethe
enrichinganddiverseRadioNational,ClassicFM andTriple i.

In reality manypartsof regionalAustraliahavepoor or non-existentreceptionof these
nationalnetworks. A priority shouldbe that all areasgainquality transmissions.These
servicesalsohelpregional peopleto feel partof our nation.

I urgeyou to recommendincreasedfunding to the ABC. Commercialnetworkssimply
do not supply what theABC doesnow,nor what it mightdo much betterif it were
adequatelyfunded. ~
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