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ENQUIRY INTO THE ADEQUACY OF RADIO SERVICES IN NON-METROPOLITAN AUSTRALIA

I referto theSeptember19, 2000letterof invitation from Committeechair,PaulNeville MP, and
mytelephoneconversationtodaywith your Inquiry Officer, Rachel,andprovidethefollowing input
theCommittee’senquiryinto theadequacyofradio servicesin non-metropolitanAustralia.

I drawto theCommittee’sattentionthecurrentdeficiencyin informationservicesfor sightimpaired
peoplenot ableto accessotherconvenientmeansof communicationbecauseof theirdisability.

For sometimeI havebeenworkingwith Vision AustraliaFoundationto advanceaprojectthat
would expandtheservicesofRadiofor thePrint-Handicappedvia theusageofsatelliteservices
transmittableto basestationsin rural andregionalpopulationcentersfor rebroadcastingvia local
communityFM radiotransmitters.

In anutshell,theproposalwould involve transmittingagenericnationalservicevia thesatellite-
deliveredcommunitybroadcastingcapabilityprovidedby paytv operatorsaspartoftheir license
conditions. This genericprogrammingwouldbe receivedby adish locatedin therural orregional
populationcenterandretransmittedby a low costlow powerFM transmitterordinarilyusedfor
touristandcommunityinformationservices. Wherethe local communitywasableto supportthe
presentationof its ownlocal content,ie, areadingofthedistrictnewspaperetc,thiswouldbe “cut
into” thegenericnationalservicein amannersuitedto andresourcedby thelocal community.

Notwithstandingtheobviousmerit ofthis proposal,an obstacleweneedto overcomethatmaybeof
interestto yourenquiryis theneedto beableto readily securecommunitybroadcastinglicense
approvalovera largenumberofgeographicareas.This licenseapprovalwouldpreferablyrelateto
asinglefrequencythatcanbereadilypromotedandrecognisedby thesight-impairedcommunity.

I amableto supplyadditionalinformationif you considerthis issueto bewithin yourenquiry’s
termsofreferenceandofinterestto theCommittee.
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Ms JanetHolmes
CommitteeSecretary
HouseCommunicationsCommittee
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600
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