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TheLocalGovernmentAssociationof Queensland(LGAQ) thanksyou for your letterof 25 September
2000regardingtheaboveandtheopportunityto contributeour submissiontotheInquiry.

At therecentLGAQ AnnualConference,amotionwascarriedto makerepresentationto theFederal
Ministerfor Communications,InformationTechnologyandTheArts, SenatortheHon RichardAiston
to havetheABC AM RadioServicere-introducethebroadcastingof racingprogramsto regionalareas.

TheAssociationconsidersthat theremovaloftheservicehasimpactedmostlyon thepeoplein the
moreremoteareasof the State,asthereis no viablealternativeto theABC A1M radioservicein the
remoterural areas.

SomeCouncilsin remoteareashavepurchasedtherebroadcastingof racingviaFM radio services,but
this service,atbest,coversa distanceof 14 km fromthetransmissionsite, thereforeonlyservicesthe
town centre.

There-introductionofthis servicewouldgreatlyaddto thequality of lifestyle ofpeoplein ruraland
remoteareas.

We havealsoreceivedthefollowing advicefromBoonahShireCouncil, which is aruralshirelocated
in theSouthEasternpartof theStatethat demonstratesthatthe issuesthatCouncilsarehavingwith
radio servicesarenotlimited to thefarnorthernandfarwesternareasof Queensland.

BoonahShire Councilstatesthatcurrentradioserviceswithin theShireare poorandmostFM signals
areweak— if receivedatall. Of servicesavailable,mostaremetropolitanbasedanddo notprovidea
local service. However,a local communitygroup,ScenicRimBroadcastingAssociationmc, are
working towardsestablishinga communitybasedradiostation. The advantagesof havinga local and
community-basedstationwill beimmense.It would presenttheopportunityfor residents,local
organisationsandbusinessestoprovideinformationoncommunityevents,advertisingandlocalnews
bulletins.At thepresenttime, this groupis experiencingdifficulty inobtaininga licenceapplication
andgaininga frequencythroughtheAustralianBroadcastingAuthority.

Therefore,theCouncilwould greatlyappreciatethe following issuesbeingconsidered(andthesesame
issuesapply to otherCouncilsin Queensland.):-

- Betteraccessibilityto fundingby local communitygroupsto establisha communityradio;
- Improvedprocessesto ensureefficientprogressof licenceapplications,and;
- Considerationof licenceandradiofrequencyapplicationsfromnon-metropolitanareasin their

own right.
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The valueplacedon effectiveradioservicesto ruralandregionalareasis immense;as for somepeople
it is their onlyregularlink to goodqualitynewsandinformation.Therefore,theAssociationwould ask
you to favourablyconsiderthe issuesraisedabove.

The Association’scontactonthis matteris SteveGreenwood,Manager, Planning & SocialPolicy on
30002237.

GREGHOFFMAN
DIRECTOR
POLICY & RESEARCH
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Yours

G:’2.Planning& Social PolicySection\Steves\1.LETTERS\RadioServicesInquiry letter.doc


