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*‘;losure 0 radlo

-The - Minister

b.

vr.:‘

9]

Ly ERy

,tatlons

...... ..have” expressed
- disquiet  after - : T
dxscussmg the withdrawal of radxo sta> .
“tions from the “bush”. They see it as fur- '
" thet evidence the Government, despite
15%their paying lip service to. the recon-
-; 'stiuétion of country areas, is failing in
‘? lts 'duties to the rural communities.
7" The takeover of country radio sta-

tlons such as 2TM has wider ramifica-
tmns than the loss of John Laws and
country music. Combined with ABC
* Radio this network covered most of
north west NSW and has in the past |.
_ - proven invaluable

in times of fire and

: flood, providing a
¢ fast accurate
: means of getting
; information and
¢ volunteers to cover
; the - emergency.
: While it may give
© usa warm feeling of
; contempt/pity - for .
. our city cousins to--
e,

. here in Australia. -
(wThve question must be asked of these

s

urt bush

must consider the
community benefit
.. brovided by these
" stations when’
‘ renewing licences,
he must demand as

hear there has been an accldent on the

M4 and the city is gridlocked, or that’

- two hours of an inane coastal fishing
. program is finally finished, then, the

~: cold feeling hits when we realise that

. but for a few hours in the morning, we
-are recelvmg relayed broadcasts from

stations, will their personnel be avail-
able to relay severe storm warnings,
_flood heights and warnings (an invalu-
" able service to landholders as far west
"as Wee Waa) and to call for volunteers
to control bush-fires. Other services
. such as police notices of road closures
due to ice, water and accidents wﬂl also
be affected.

M community radio will probably
" be expected to take up the slack, but it

resently hasn’t the coverage of AM
P Y " -.. Sydney) on purely political ground_s as

stations.
"One poss1ble solutmn is to decen-
tralise the ABC. Spreading its various

components to existing stations in the-

country, this could beé financed by the
sale of its city assets. We see no differ-

“ence in relaying a program to the city

than the city reIaymg to the bush.

a condition of con-

sent that sufficient

staff be retained to provxde emergency
semces when required.

The replacement of local radio by city .

based networks only serve as an exam-

_Ple of the upheaval being felt by the

people west of the range. While ever
government subscribes to the mean-- .
ingless. theories that are being
expounded by the economists, the dnft
to the cities will never be arrested, -

Add the above to the jobs lost in the

-north-west over the past few years such.
- a8 the amalgamation of the electricity

suppliers (jobs exported to the coast),
the virtual closing down of Telstra’s
maintenance depots (jobs exported to

* Newcastle from Tamworth), the refusal
. of the State Government to award the

bus construction contract to a Tam-
worth company (jobs lost to western

was widely reported at the time..
These examples are but a few of-a
long list of closures that have been vis-

ited upon us.

Where councils once worked to bnng

new industries to increase their popu-

lation now they battle to hold the line."



