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- Dear Sir or Madam, —

Greetings in the’ prec1ous Name of Jesus. As a sinner who has been - -
saved by grace, I welcome the Opportunlty to make a submission to

the Ingquiry into the Radio Industry. As a Christian, my submission
will be on the basis of the standards which are required of us by

God, before Whom all of us will one day stand and give account. It
is therefore of the uimost importance that we consider what He has

to say about the matter which we feed into our minds. If we don't
feed our minds on wholesome material, our nation will be very sick
indee€d. It is essential that we keep our eyes on eternal values,

Now to the submission:-

1. The social benefits and influence on the general public of
radio broadcasting in non-meiropolitan Australla 1n compar-
ison to other media sectors.

Social Beneflts.'v This would depend largely on how one defines

social benefits, . In terms of eternal values, I would suggest that
benefits from radlo broadcastlng 1n our area at - the present tlme are 5
almost non-ex1stent R . _ -

media sectors “but that is nc feason to be w1111ng 1o accept what~ I L
consider to be the extremely low standards of the current programmes.;j

Only last week I heard foul language on our ABC local radioc on a
talk-back session. To my wife and I, this is totally unacceptable,.
On two occasions in the past I have written to our local ABC manager
complaining about foul language and suggestive programmes on tTheir
station, We feel that there is a very great need to improve the
standards of the programmes, as foul language, suggesiive Jjokes,
smutty material and the music which generally accompanies these

kind of programmes can only have detrimental effects on the listeners.



the news and weather forecasts, - We have no desire*t
minds on what we :consider to be the garbage which: is
on the majority of radlo programmes Wthh we sample.

2, Future trends 4in radlo broadcastlng, 1nclud1ng employment 2
and career opportunltles, 1n non—metrOpolltan Australla.

I feel that I would not be competent to comment on future trends in -

radio broadcasting, other than to say that unless our country R
returns to BlbllCal standards, its outlook is bleak 1ndeed Christ-
ian radio is an”excellent means of offering the general publlc God
honouring, wholesome material and the Wbrd of God whlch'our country
appears 1o so desperately need : N R S

Central Vlctorlani (CVGR) was- employing;a hn1c1an,;
‘thereby giving him employmentiand.a -Career copportunity, fHowever,
The Australian Broadcasting Authority (ABA) clcsed CVGR .down on 31st:
March, 2000, to give the licence for that frequency (88.7 MHZ) to S
Vision Australia'Fbundation (VAF) who were already covering the area .-
of Central Victoria from their &M station 3RPH operating on 1179 XKHZ, .
We can receive the 1179 KHZ transmission here in Echuca if we wanted * -
it, but as it just seems to us to be another broadcast station with
similar format to what is already available, we don't listen to it,
excepl to occasionally check the type of programme that they are
broadcasting,

My understanding of the situation is that CVGR operated for more

than 15 years under the Temporary Broadcast Licences which were

issued to them by the ABA and we are very pleased to say that they
were meeting a very real need in our area. As far as I know, CVGR
complied with g11 the directions that they were given by the ABA.

The Lord supplied their needs throughout that time and they never
needed to do advertlslng in order to pay their way. It was a great ‘
diseppointment to my wife and I and to the listeners of our area when
the ABA closed them down.

My further understanding is that the Christian radio station in
Shepparton was closed down by the ABA and that the frequency for
that station was given to VAF, As we can receive Shepparton and
Bendigo FM radio stations here in Echuca, and as we are already able
to receive 3RPH, the current situation is that we now have a choice
of two frequencies to receive a programme which we don't wani, and
when VAF have their Bendigo station operational on 88,7 MHZ we will
have a choice of three frequencies on which to recelve a programme
which we don't want, and to give us this choice, the ABA has taken
way from us the only programme we want and which is so desperately
needed by the listeners of our area, I have advised the ABA of
this but it appears that they are not interested in hearing it.
Personally, I feel that the ABA made a very grave mistake in closing
down CVGR and allocating the frequency to VAF.



'The effect on’ individuals, families™and ._all business in

~non-metr0polltan Australla of networkl o
. ing, partlcularly in relation to: local»news serv1ces,'
}community seerce announcements and other forms of local

~content.

I feel that we have only to 1ook at the huge drug problem which we»t,g.;
have in our land, including our countiry areas; the breakdown of =
marriages and the detrimental effect this has on the children ofxi
those marriages; the overcrowding of our prlsons- ;the robberles,
rapes, bashlngs, murders and vandallsm which takes place almost
daily in our country, to see that the entire nation is in real;
trouble. When the family unit breaks down, the” ‘entire fabric:
of society breaks down. It appears as though ‘the authorltles
are endeavouring to do somethlng to arrest the- problem but if

God is left out of the solutlon they are . endeavourlng to prov1de'
it 1s doomed to failure, o L

On the other hand, the good news is that the Gosuel of Jesus Chrlst i
is the only power on earth that is able to take the broken parts of
the human lives of those who commit these crimes, and make them’ S P
whole again, This is the good news which has been broadcast by .. ..
CVGR, and I understand that there have been instances when llsteners:
to the CVGR programmes have telephoned the station in order to let
them know what tremendous assistance the Christian programmes have
given them. In addition, the Christian audience, including my wife
and myself have been tremendously blessed and encouraged by the pro-
grammes which have been broadcast by CVGR over the years.  Such
programmes can only have a very beneficial effect on the listeners.

However, I feel that much of the material which is currently avail-
able on other radio programmes in our area, can only have a delrim-
ental effect on the listeners. I have already mentioned bad lang-
uage, smutty material, etc., even from the ABC, where one would exp-
ect much higher standards. It may be popular with a God rejecting
society, but we need to ask, "What saith the Lord?" If we turn to.
His Word, we will find that He condemns it. His Word also informs
us that we will reap what we sow. So if we feed the material of the
gutter into the minds of our people, we shouldn't be surprised if we
reap gutter-like behaviour, :

Regarding networking of radio programmes, I feel that this is not
desirable as we lose the local content and local input to the pro-
grammes. ~ 1 would suggest that in terms of eternal value, network-
ing of radio programmes produces very little.

L. The potential for new technologies such as digital radio to
provide enhanced and more localised radio services in metro-
politan, regional and rural areas.

I don't consider that I would be competent to comment on that one,.



in our area,A = res
Government about ‘the closure of ‘CVGR 1ndlcates that there are
several thousand others who haVe the same vive' : :

Personally, I have wrltten tw1ce to the "ABA“ asklng them for a-
Scriptural reason for closing down CVGR and .also asklng them 1f
they could please explain .to.me how Vision. Australia Foundation
came under the category. of a" Communlty Broadcastlng ‘Radio Statio;
As they didn't reply to elther letter, I can only;;ssume that- there
was no Scrlptural reason’ for closing. down CVGR, -an

come in the category of- a Communlty Broadcaster

My w1fe 1s severely handlcapp si ¥y

as a result; is almost house -bound -She. derive re’endous help
and encouragement from the CVGR programmes,'so it was. a very sever
blow to her when those programmes ceased, The nroorammes currently
available to us on radio. are. certalnly not meetlng our needs. “As
I speak to other Christian peOple, ‘it seems to- me that Lhere are
many others who are in a 51m11ar sltuatlon. :

With warm Chrlstlan ereetlngs.

Yours in Christ, - _ E Zﬁs

- % ,3iaowh~z

(Mr.) (A, J. Dunstone).




