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I havebeenemployedin the commercialradioindustiysincejoining 7AD Devonportasajunior in
1981 —the fulfilment ofa life long dream.

~)unng16 yearsm regional radioand threem the capital city marketsI have seenmanychangesm
Themdustiy manydue to technologicalimprovements

Th~mtst~sappo1nt1ngchangehasbeenthe continuing downgradingof local contentbecauseof
work~~I startedat 7AD working mghttuneandweekendshills Thiswashowmost

~t~weome~a‘earntthe busmessbut, sadly,now most regional stationstaketheseprogramsvia
sateU~teTinsmeanslocal communitieshave lost accessto traditionalannouncementsby their
LOCAL station

• stormwarnings

flood information

• information (egif the schoolbusreturning from an excursion isrunninglate)

• road closures

• powerblackouts

• up-to-date weatherforecasts

• regional newsservices(in somecircumstances)

While I accept thatin thisdayand ageof”duopoly” runningtwo stationslive and local 24hours a
dayis notan option I believetheremustbea requirement for operatorsto provide local programming
and have strategiesin placeto copewith emergency/disastersituations. Whenthe power goesout
which mediumis themostaccessible— the batteiy operatedradio.

As I write this I havejustbeenhandedanurgent traffic reportfrom the RTA advising thePacific
Highway is closednearCoffs Harbourfor onehour. This isput to air almost immediatelyand is of
greatbenefit to travellers. He may aswell pull overand spendan hour or so in Grafton until the road

~ ~thi~ on would not get to air.
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I haveincludedfourannouncementsreceivedtodayandbroadcastlocallybecausemy programwas
live to airfrom Grafton.
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Sincerely,

PaulCovington’.~.. •~ • .•

Journalist . 1: .
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