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RE: INQUIRY INTO RADIO SERVICES IN REGIONAL AND RURAL
AUSTRALIA

The Shiresof Broome,Halls Creek,Derby West Kimberley and W~mdhamEast
Kimberley form the Country Shire Council’s Association (Western Australia),
KimberleyWard.

At a recent Ward Meeting it was agreedthat the Kimberley Ward prepareour
commentsin relationto yourinquiry. I write on behalfof theKimberleyWard.

We believe there is an unequaldistribution of broadcastingservicesin Australia
and that in comparisonto largepopulationcentres;regionalandrural centreshave
accessto limited services,andwith arapidlydecreasinglocal content.

Regional and rural areas lack the resources and opportunities present in
metropolitanareassuch as educationalfacilities and institutions, theatres,wide
range of bookstoresand art galleries and choices in high schools — accessto
broadcastsfor informationis vital in theseareasfor remoteandrural centres.

A major concern in the Kimberley is the mooted proposal to privatise some
servicesof the ABC Radio. Already theKimberley programminghaschangedto
take the focusaway from local content. For somemonths now, the prime time
morning pro~amme,which was formerly broadcastfrom Kununurrawith Greg
Hayes, is now broadcast from Perth with Liam Bartlett (S.3Oarn-ll.OOpm).
Afternoonprogrammingis broadcastfrom Perthwith presenterTedBull.

The Morning Show (6.l5am-7.45pm)presentersGeorgeManning and Pat Hagen
broadcastfrom Broome.Afternoon local contentis Drive Time with GregHayes
from Kununurra4.OOpm-6.OOpm. At the moment due to Greg being on leave,
Drive Time is broadcastfrom Karratha. This equatesto a total of 3 hours of
local (Kimberlev) contentMonday— Friday. On Saturdaymorningsthereis a local
sports programme scheduledfor Kununurra and Broorne for aporoxirnately2
hours. If thereis cricket or football scheduledfor nationalbroadcast,then the local
pro~rammeis not aired.
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In addition, the Kimberley Ward supports the submissionforwarded to you by the
Western Australian Department of Commerce and Trade, Office of Information
and Communication.

I trust that you will take thesematters on board when considering submissionsfor
the inquiry. If you wish to speak with me about this submission,pleasedo not
hesitateto contactme on (08) 9168 1677or ceo(~swek.wa.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

TONY BROWN
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

29 November2000


