
- - HUUS )i

25th Oct0. I

Reference:AD~UAC~OF OF REGIONAL RADIO

SUB~’ttSSION

t~ar Qiairman & ~rrbers:

This is a personal submissionwith reference to t~oof the Inquiry’ s tcrrrs of
reference, as published in the Sydr~ypress: Social Berefits and Effects of
Nets.~orking. My submissionis relevant to my special interest, ie Music broadcasting.

1. SOCIAL BENEFi~: At present, rural Australian lovers of classical ‘serious’,
jazz and folk music have available only ore radio service (if they are lucky):
ABC-FM. They enjoy no opportunity for c~ice, unlike residents of rrost major
Australian cities (ie, Sydrey, Brisbane, Canberra, ~‘èlbourne, etc). For rural
resident musiclovers this often is asignificant cultural deprivation andon~
for which no relief is offered by current ~verni~nt policy.

2. EFFECTS OF NE~RKING: There is an easily reco~nizedreduction in
comrtunity involvenent in inforrnetion and discussionof local issues where local
radio services are not provided. }-b~ever,music is not greatly ‘localized: a
metropolitan c~ral society concert, say, may produce little special interest
in a major city; in a country town, by corr~rison, such a concert might be an
unprecedentedevent corrmandingheadlires in the local regional newspaper.

In the main, there are few resourcesfor ~neration
within many non-metropolitan cormiunities of topnotch performancesof ‘classical’,
jazz or folk irusic. In relation to jazz, Tam~orthis the exception and Townsville
for classical chambermusic.

In the granting of licences to broadcastmusic outlets,
the ABA maintains a policy of favouring local applicants. Of course, that policy
is coirmendable,but not to the exclusion of prograrrrresavailable andoffered through
net~orkingfrom city-based stations (in the mannerof ABC-FM) where local music
groups’ contributions are not feasible.

N~rrbers of the fire music net~orkof non-governirent, non-
carmercial metropolitan stations have advisedthe ABA of their willingress to
net~orksuch prograrrrnes to non-si-iced regional areas and have applied to do so
without success. The ABA justifies rejection of such offers on the ground of
wishing to give preference to local broadcasters- even in locations where no
such potential broadcastershave applied or possibly exist. The principle of
preference for local provision of a broadcastservice should not be irrçosed at
the cost of depriving a rural ccmnunity of specific progranmesit ~ould welcome
but is unable to provide for itself.
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The non-goverruient, non-ccffrrercial sector’s association,
the CBAA, always has encouragedspreadof metropolitan prograrrrnediversity
to non-urban cormiunities and maintains a satellite (CCNRAESAT) for this purpose.
respite this, the fact remainsthat non-urban Australians seldomenjoy rrore
choice of music prograrrmesthan those offered by ABC-FM. Specialized resources
are prerequisite for music broadcastingbut many rural corrrnunities lack the
specialized resources - not the desire - neededfor services comparablewith
existing city stations.

IN SUMMARY: Locally-generatedservices rightly should be preferred
over others, even where such local service necessarilys’.ould be less developed
or comprehensivethan existing iretropolitan services. However, where no local
applicants for a suitable licence errerge, rretropolitan~stations ready, willing
andable to extend their service to a given non-rretropitan area
should not be denied for the basic reasonthat those s4cationsare not ‘local’.

Looking at the present non-metropolitan radio scene,
particularly in respect of broadcastsof quality music (classical, jazz, folk)~
it is evident that twenty-five years after FM stereo broadcastingwas permitted~
the glacial slownessof successiveFederal governmentccmrunication departments
and regulators continues to hamperlicensing policies adequateto enable
rural comriunities the radic. advantagesenjoyed for so long by city-dwellers.

RECLMMENDATION: I urge the Carrnittee to recomrend to the government
urgent and irrrredaite steps to revise non-urban licensing policies by amending
application of the existing necessarypre-requisite for localism - whilst
retaining the principle of local control as highly preferable - in regions
where local facilities andresourcesare unavailable. As it stands, the
existing policy appearsto say to unserviced rural (ie, non-metropolitan)
corrrnunities “If you cannot do it for yourselves, we’ll not permit any
out-of-towners to do it for you.” This only punishes a disadvantaged
cocmunity for being disadvantaged.

Yours faithfully,

Max Keogh


