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The followi ng is a concensus of opinions canvassed from our nenbers
around the State:

There was uni versal concern anongst nenbers at the current nove towards
syndi cation and aggregation with many | ocal stations being downgraded.

It was felt that Radio is extrenely inportant to non-urban dwellers and
any reduction in services would be devastating. One menber commented *“of
the avail able nedia only radi o can conquer the distances, hills, floods,
fires - no lines”.

I ncl uded anongst such ‘nedia would be tel ephone - as evidenced by a
comment from anot her nenber that “there is a msguided perception that a
t el ephone service can supply nost conmmuni cati on needs. There are many
areas without a nobile service and yet nore where the | andline service is
i nadequate. These services tend to go out of conmission in an energency.
Local radio provides a vital lifeline in such tinmes”.

In both tinmes of enmergency and ot herw se, |ocal radio provides an
important link within communities for dissemnating |ocal information.

Radi o has an i mmedi acy which tel evision does not - radio has the ability
to realise what is happening. Newspapers (local or daily) are not
avai l able on a daily basis for many properties.

A local radio station run/controlled by |ocal people is very nuch part of
the cormunity as a whole. Local stations can offer ‘free’ time to bring
| ocal people details of community events and fundraising activities.

It is vital that |ocal content be nmintained in radi o programrng. Loca
news, weather reports, news of sports events - cancellations or results,
and conmunity service announcenents (e.g. roads bl ocked, etc.) are of far
nore i mredi ate i nportance than national or international events at tines.
Wthout being disinterested in world events, news of a hail storm coning
across the nountains on freshly shorn sheep has a greater |ocal urgency.

The point was nade that |ocal announcers have a status within the
community and are able to influence young people in a positive manner.
Wth many | ocal stations being downgraded | ocal announcers and
broadcasters are losing their enploynent and career opportunities. Both
ABC and commercial stations are suffering the sane fate. Wrk experience
opportunities and therefore aspiration to work in radi o broadcasting are
lost to local young people. Many of our well known and respected
broadcasters and radio journalists started their careers in small country
radi o stations.
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A thread through the comments received at C WA. Head Ofice was the

i nportance of the ABC as well as the | ocal conmercial stations. The ABC
have been particularly good over the years at providi ng weather, market

i nformati on and general agricultural prograns. This is particularly

i nportant now with comrercial stations becom ng nore centralised and
providing |l ess district coverage.

The ABC s wider role of providing serious drama, mnusic and current
affairs and al so of pronpting Australian talent in those fields was
comrent ed upon.

Menbers felt every effort nmust be nmade to namintain governnent funding and
ensure that we have an independent service free from conmercia
i nfluence.

One Goup sent a list of what they regarded as essential progranms on
regi onal radio:

. Di st ance educati on

. Agricul tural education

. Weat her Reports

. Emer gency reports

. Current affairs

. Parliamentary broadcasts.

This G oup also nentioned the inportance of the entertai nnent val ue of
radio and al so the conpany it provides for isolated people. They hope
that standards will be maintained (no swearing, etc.). They appreciated
all night talk sessions and hoped there would be no ‘dunmbi ng down’ of
content.

Anot her inportant role of radio in rural areas is to allowisolated
workers to have contact with the outside world. Wile driving tractors,
harvesters, grain trucks, drenching stock or fencing, workers are able to
partici pate.

SUMVARY

O all the forns of information technology avail able today, |ocal radio
is still one of the nost inportant for conmunities in non-netropolitan
Australia. Both comrercial and ABC stations are invaluable to the
residents of rural areas. The ABC provide an excellent m x of genera
information of a regional or national content and conmercial stations
provide | ocalised news and information. Local radio, whether commerci al
or ABC nust not in any way be downgraded.

Whilst we realise it is not the role of Governnent to assist non-viable
commercial enterprises, we do believe that a close watch needs to be kept
on syndi cation and aggregation through the ACCC. W would not want to
see | ocal content phased out in the nane of profit. There nust be a

bal ance.
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Summary (Cont’ d)

Local radio continues to be the comunity’s lifeline. 1t also provides
information for visitors to areas and | ocals where radio is invaluable in
announcing attractions, entertai nnent or disruptions due to weather and
unf oreseen events. W believe that community radio |icences should be
restricted to ‘conmunity’ rather than small mnority single interest
groups. Wile having no argunment with the right of such groups to
broadcast, any government granted comrunity |licence should take into
account the needs of the whole comunity.
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