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Adequacyof RadioServicesin Non-MetropolitanAustralia

Background
5tcb.FMoperatesa geographic(broad-based)communitybroadcastinglicenceout of
Bordertownon 106.1MHz(1Kw ERP)with atranslatorat Keithon 104.5MHz.In 15
yearsofoperation,5tcb.FMhasestablisheditselfasthemajorsourceof local
informationandtogetherwith ABC Radio,theonly localdaily sourceof information
andentertainmentin theUpperSouthEastofSA. 5tcb.FMhasacumulativeweekly
listenershipof9l%* ofavailableaudience.
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Communityof Interest
TheTatiara,whoseadministrativecentreis basedin Bordertown,servicesanareathat
incorporatesthetownsofBordertown,Keith, Tintinara,Padthaway,Mundullaand
Wolseley.Theradio stationis unableto provideprogrammingto all ofthesetowns
dueto licenserestrictionsandequipmentlimitationsalthoughall thetownsmentioned
aswell asotherswithin closeproximity ofeachotheraredesperatefor theirownlocal
basedandrepresentativeradiostation.Theonly otherinformationmediumis The
Bordertown’sweeklynewspaper“TheBorderChronicle”andthetwice-weekly
Naracoorte“Herald”. Anecdotalevidencesuggeststhereis agenuineneedfor other
townsofcloseproximity (Naracoorte,Kingston,Robe,Lucindaleetc)to obtainthe
serviceto supporttheir local needsandalsobe informed.At themoment,no such
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serviceexists.



RelevantProgramming
Stcb.FMalreadyproduceslocalprogramming.especiallyin relationto local newsand
to agriculture(Farmtalk—daily),which directly effect or relateto peopleliving in the
Tatiaraareaandessentiallyfollowing similar pursuits.Local informationsuchasfire
restrictionsis alsogiven. TheDistrict Council, StateandFederalMP’s all use
5tcb.FMasan informationsource.Thestation alsoproducesaweeklyrural program
titled Landlink andthis is broadcastlocally andon ruralbasedcommunityradio
stationsthroughoutthecountry.A local Nungaradioprogram,essentiallyfor thelocal
listenership,is alsopartoftheprogramming.Thestationhastheability andexpertise
to produceprogrammingofavery high standardand ensuringcompliancewith the
BroadcastingServicesAct.

Local Interest in 5tcb.FM
TheStationis well supportedby ServiceClubs. SportingBodies,SeniorCitizens,
PrimaryandHigh Schools,theCountryFire Service.StateEmergencyServicesand
organisationsfromwithin theareaofinfluencewhereinformationneedsto be down
loaded.TheTatiaraCouncil usesthestationweeklyto keepthelocalpeopleinformed
onwhat is happeningin theirelectorateandthis facility canbebroadenedto reach
morepeopleand alsosupportothercouncilswherethestation canbe heard.Employer
Groupsuselocalbroadcaststo adviselabourforcesof shift changesandworking
conditions.TheStationis anintegral sourceofinformationand hastheability to react
to situationswherethepassingofinformationis urgentorcritical to meetthe
requirementsofthe issuer.

Local Participation
Communitymemberswithin theserviceareaareencouragedto participatein the
decisionmakingofthe station.Althoughthe distancefrom Bordertowncouldbe
significant.peoplehavealwaysbeeninvolvedin thestationasAnnouncersand
CommitteeMembersanddo not find thedistancesprohibitive. Thisensuresaflow of
informationto enablethe interestsofall partiesto be metandalso protected.Beinga
non-profitorganisation.localparticipationin fundraising andalso otherareasto
ensurethestation’sviability is mandatoryto survival.

Likelihood of Local Licensee
There is no likelihood ofa commercial licenseedueto small population.Nearest
commercialoperators arelocatedat MurrayBridge(5MIJ), Mount Gambier(5SE)
andHorsham(3WM)- 28OKms, l48Kms and I 73K.msawayrespectively.

Impact of Technology
Although Stcb.FM has embracedtechnology inside thestudiowith extensiveuseof
digital storageandretrieval,it is anticipated that DRB will not be embracedquickly
andwhenimplemented,will be augmentedby analoguebroadcastingfor aslong as
necessaryto allow takeup ofthetechnologyamongstfarmers.Stcb.FMunderstands
theexpectationoftheservicecontinuingwith newtechnologyandwill continue to
addresstheserequirementsin the interestsofall concerned.



General
This RadioStationhasthe ability to embracetechnologyandprovidefar reaching
servicesin theUpperSouthEastofSouth Australiaprovidedadequatefunding canbe
obtainedandtheavailability of licensescanbe metwithout thestrangledbureaucracy
that presentlyexists. it is almostimpossibleto obtaina licensewithout submissions
that areconsideredanddecidedby public servantswho do not understandtheareaof
influenceorhavethetimeto visit andappreciatethelimitations thatrural based
communityradiostationshaveto dealwith. 5tcb.FMhasembarkedon purchasingits
own building andis in thecourseof modifying this building into aradio stationthat
theTatiaracanbe proudof.

TheBoardandExecutiveofTatiaraCommunityFM Broadcasterswould like the
opportunityto addresstheHouseCommunicationsCommitteeon the adequacyof
radioservicesin non-metropolitanAustralia.We canbecontactedon theabove
numberregardingthis matter.

Yours sincerely

- ..‘- ..

KenMclnerney
Chairman
BoardofManagement


