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“Yakcam,”
P.O.Box 122,
BLACKWATER.
QUEENSLAND.4717

27m Octoher,2000.

TheSecretary,
HouseCommunicationsCommittee
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600.

DearSir! Madam,

As suppliersofinformationto theBureauofMeteorology,wearevery concernedatthe lackof
detailrelayedby theradioservicestothegeneralpublic, concerningtherainfalls andriver
heights.Weknowthe regionalofficesreceivethesedetailsaswehavecontactedthem whenwe
havenotheardourinformationrelayedin therainfall andriver height information.

We areon theMackenzieRiverwhich is partoftheFitzroycatehmentin CentralQueensland.
Ourownrecordingstationis downstreamfrom areasofprimeconcern.Withoutthedetailsof
rainfalls in theuppercatchmentwe do notknowwhatto expectatlimes andit canbealarming
to find a largerisein thenverwhentherehasbeenno local rainandno informationconcerning
thispossibility.

Peoplefurtherdownstreamarealsogreatlyaffectedandoftenuseusasameansofgetting
detailswhentheseshouldhavebeensuppliedby the radioreports.Everyonein thecountry,or
shouldI sayruralareas,listensto thenewsandweatherandthedetailsareso meagreunlessit’s
goingto havesomeaffecton thelargercities.Thenwehearofcverydrop.

Oncethesereportswerecomprehensiveandweknewwhatto expect.Not everyonehasaccessto
e-mailand faxes,andthoseofUS who do find themvery expensive,wheretheradio isavailable
to all, out in thefield,on theroadand in thehome.

Don’t makelife in thecountryanyharder.

Yoursfaithfully, Hou~cor ~

Committeeon Comrnunicat~ofl~
‘J . Transportandthe Arts

For SubmI5siofl iSO:
C.E.&F~M..Seeman. 7 0
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