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DearSirs.

RadioIndustryEnquiry

Wewishto putbeforeyou for yourconsiderationthefollowing matterspertainingto public
radiobroadcastingin this partofAustrali&

For some fIfty years up until 1994 thepeopleof the northernpartsof WesternAustralia
relied entirely upon the shortwave radio service VLW6 for news reports, spurts,
entertainmentetc.In 1994theABC advisedrathercursorilythatthestationwasto be ~‘shut
downfor a trial period”.It transpired,afterexhaustiveenquiries,thatthe “trial closure”was
broughtonby anumberoffactors,including,theequipmentwasold andwastoo expensive
to replace,the televisionreceptionfor thegoodpeopleof suburbanPerth who lived around
the transmitterwas being compromisedby the emissionsfrom the station, not sufficient
peoplerespondedobjecting to the closureanda numberof otherfairly spurious,but no
doubtwell documented,argumentsasto why it shouldcease.

Whenthe aggrievedandnewlydispossessedpeopleoftheseparts beganto protestit was
quite alarming to find that many of thebroadcastingfraternity were unableto graspthe
notion that residentsin remotehomesteads,mining camps,musteringcamps,etc,did not
haveunlimited 24 houraccessto 240volt AC power.Theadvicetheywerereceivingfrom
thebroadcastingpeoplewasto theeffect...buy adishandadecoder,plug it into thepower
andyou’re away! Onegroupo~visitors from Sydneyleft this district in ajet aircraft quite
unconvincedthat all the names’of stationhomestbadson their mapwerenot, in fact, well



27/10/00 08:22 SHIRE OF NEEKflTHORRO ~ 0262772067 NO.264 I?@2

populatedtownsofsomeregionalsignificanceall connectedto somesortofregional power
grid!

We were given an undertakingat one stagethat the shortwavestation, if it was not
restarted,would bereplacedby asubstantialABC AM transmitterlocatedfairly centrallyin
WesternAustralia.

In theend,ofcourse,thepeopleofthis areawereduddedby thebroadcastingprofessionals,
theshortwavetransmitterwas not re-activatedandno newAM transmitterarrived.It was
seeminglyan exercisein cynicismfrom theoutset.

Weaskvery simply, andwith respect,- Is it possiblethateitheroneoftheseservicescould
be broughtinto beingfor the benefitandwell—being of thepeopleof centraland northern
WesternAustralia?

Yoursfaithfully,

MT. Howieson.

ChiefExecutiveOfficer.
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