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Submission by the National Party of Australia
to the
House of Representatives Communications Committee Inquiry into
the Adequacy of Radio Services in non-metropolitan Australia

Introduction

The National Party of Australia congratulates the Government on its initiative to establish this
inquiry and welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission.

The Party believes such an inquiry is long overdue.

As an organisation made up of people living and working beyond the capital cities, and of Federal
and State Parliamentarians representing country and regional electorates, we have been concerned
for many years at the erosion of localism across the board of non-metropolitan media activity.

For instance, an internal review of the Party as far back as May 1988 observed: ‘There have been
dramatic changes to the entire media ownership and structure throughout the country. Virtually all
print, radio and television media is now controlled by a mere handful of people. There are very
few independently owned media organisations today, even in country areas.” (The Future — A
Report by the Committee of Review into the Future Direction of the National Party of Australia,
May 1988).

The crux of the Party’s concern — and it relates to print and electronic media across country and
regional Australia — is that the contraction of ownership has increased networking and centralised
production with an adverse impact on local content and local jobs.

Historically, most country papers and radio stations were local, family-owned enterprises. In more
recent years, they have found it increasingly difficult to maintain competitiveness against a
background of rising costs, declining profits and very substantial technological change. They have
become prime targets for take over by larger groups and networks.

The most regrettable aspects of this have been job losses in local communities, an erosion of
community of interest commitment by the so-called ‘local’ media and a significant decline in local
content, especially in terms of news, community service and emergency announcements.

This impact is particularly noticeable in the radio medium.
Decline of local radio

The wholesale deregulation of non-metropolitan radio was facilitated by the Broadcasting Services
Act 1992.

The Australian Broadcasting Authority (ABA), in a submission to the Productivity Commission
Inquiry into the Broadcasting Services Act in May 1999, observed:

Since 1992, there has been significant rationalisation and restructuring in the radio
industry. There has been a significant consolidation of stations and formation of larger
networks and an increase in networking, greater use of centralised newsrooms and shared
facilities, and an increased use of common financial and management systems. Syndicated
news services now account for a majority of news services in regional stations.
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Examples of this consolidation and networking can be found in the operations of stations owned by
the British Daily Mail Group (DMG) and the Broadcast Operations Group (BOG).

The Party understands DMG currently owns 57 regional radio licences in Australia, predominantly
in Queensland, New South Wales and Western Australia. All of these are serviced by three ‘hub’
stations — in Albury, NSW, Townsville, Queensland and Bunbury, Western Australia.

The BOG group has 13 regional radio stations in NSW and three in Queensland, all hubbed from
Radio 2SM in Sydney.

The extent of networking is heavy and appears to be increasing. For example, in the DMG group,
networking has gone from 74 to 136 broadcast hours per week in several cases, or from 74 to 123.5
hours, or 74 to 93.5 hours. In a number of cases — for example 93.9 Star FM in Young and 102.3
Star FM in Port Macquarie - networked air time now accounts for 100% of air time.

Many programmes heard on local radio stations emanate from a centre hundreds of miles away.
So-called local news bulletins are prepared by journalists in the main ‘hub’ newsroom who
frequently have no knowledge of the local issues of importance to a particular community for
which they are preparing broadcast material.

Moreover, “distant’ broadcasters often do not know the correct pronunciation for local towns,
rivers, dams, roads, geographic locations etc. To local people, hearing names of their localities
mispronounced on their so-called local radio is insulting.

An important area of concern about widespread radio networking is that it diminishes the ability to
broadcast local community and emergency service announcements.

There is less opportunity for local Police, emergency service or bushfire brigade officials to quickly
interrupt programmes and advise the community of a particular accident, road closure, power
failure, storm, flood or fire. In this context, please note the attached comments from Mr Don
Kilgour, MLA, the Member for Shepparton in the Victorian Parliament.

Detailed local weather reports, river heights, market reports, sports results and even funeral
announcements are important pieces of information to local communities. They used to broadcast
by local radio stations free of charge in the community interest. They are now either non-existent,
heavily curtailed, or can only be aired through paid advertising.

While networked radio stations provide timeslots for some local content, such as weekly reports by
local mayors or shire presidents and local business advertising, the National Party contends this is
nowhere near as substantial as it used to be. In terms of advertising, there is less opportunity for
local businesses to advertise their products on local radio.

Against a background of diminishing government and private sector services, of increasing
regionalisation of banking, health and other services, of declining job opportunities and population
drift to major regional centres or capital cities, country communities now have to pull together
perhaps more than at any time in the past.

It is, in every sense, the community spirit of local people that keeps many small towns and villages
going. Everything local in these situations is valuable and essential. Locally owned and run
newspapers and radio stations were central to such effort. With these declining, there is a further
loss of localism.



3

Examples of how seriously local communities regard the trend in radio programming can be found
in the selection of local newspaper articles and advertisements, which are attached for the
information of Committee members. Of particular interest is the fact that Sea-FM in Mackay,
Queensland, has been advertising in the local Daily Mercury newspaper to highlight that it is a
local broadcaster, whereas Hot-FM is on relay from Townsville.

Australian Broadcasting Corporation

The National Party notes that the scope of this inquiry includes the services provided by the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC).

The ABC is a vital source of news and information for peonle in country and regional Australia. In
some cases, especially in remote areas, it is the only source. Yet its services too have been
rationalised and networked to a considerable degree over recent years and there is currently
speculation that ABC services to country areas are to be further curtailed, with a reduction in the
amount of radio and television news and current affairs pro gra:mmes to the regions (see attached
Sydney Morning Herald article of 18.10.00).

The Federal Leader of the National Party and Deputy Prime Minister, John Anderson, expressed
the concern of the Party in a letter of the Managing Director of the ABC, Jonathan Shier, on
September 14 2000 (copy attached). In that letter, Mr Anderson highlighted ‘the increasing trend
towards national networking/syndication of news bulletins by the commercial sector also threatens

to further diminish regional access to timely and relevant information, underlining the critical role
fulfilled by the ABC.

He further stated: “We regard as fundamental the preservation of a news and current affairs
structure that delivers distinctly at regional, state and national level. Needless to say, the
continuance of specific rural programming is essential in the form of the Country Hour, regional
bulletins and Landline.’

The National Party of Australia supports these views totally. We submit that, in the face of
diminishing local commercial radio broadcasting in country and regional Australia, the ABC must
maintain and increase its ability to present local news and community information, as well as
provide national and international news and current affairs programmes to people throughout these
regions.

Further comment on Terms of Reference

Given the views expressed in this submission, the National Party believes the content of
commercial radio services in regional and rural Australia is losing relevance to local communities,
and is therefore inadequate.

Certainly, country people should have access to national and international news and information
and radio talk shows and this is being provided through networked programming. The Party
accepts that stations networked through group ownership can provide a more sophisticated radio
service than an independent, locally owned station.

But if such sophistication diminishes local content opportunity and air time — which the National
Party believes is the case — then the radio station is not serving the local community adequately.

We contend that the trend in radio broadcasting in non-metropolitan Australia is self evident and
continuing.
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While some additional jobs may be created in network ‘hub’ centres, there is undeniable loss of
jobs in communities whose radio stations have been drawn into networked production. Those local
stations were traditionally strong training grounds for broadcasters and others in the radio industry.

The Party believes networking of radio programming in non-metropolitan Australia has a
detrimental effect on people and businesses because of the diminution of local broadcasting and
content, particularly in areas including local news, sport, community service announcements,
weather and stock reports, emergency service announcements and advertising.

New technologies, such as digital radio, will no doubt have the potential to enhance the reception
quality of radio services, particularly in remote areas. But it is questionable whether such
technologies will increase the amount of local radio broadcasting. Also, new technologies tend to
reach rural areas last. The quality and content of today’s country radio services must be thoroughly
assessed and addressed and the maintenance of adequate local broadcasting must be a core
requirement for the future.

Recommendations
The National Party of Australia makes the following recommendations to the Inquiry:

(1) A detailed review be undertaken into the impact of the Broadcasting Services Act 1982 to
establish the extent of erosion of local programme services across non-metropolitan Australia

(2) A minimum amount of local content be a requirement of gaining and retaining a regional
broadcasting licence; licences be reviewed every 12 months to ensure compliance with local
content criteria

(3) The Australian Broadcasting Corporation be required to maintain a comprehensive
broadcasting service throughout non-metropolitan Australia to deliver local news and
community information as well as national and international news and current affairs
programmes.

The National Party of Australia thanks the Committee for its consideration of this submission.

October 23 2000
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Tel: 03 58210068
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TO: PAUL DAVEY
FEDERAL SECRETARIAT
FROM: Don Kilgour
RE: INQUIRY INTO RADIO SERVICES

Date: 12.10,00
No of bacigs Inclcover; 1 —~

| would like to make the following comment about lacal radio programming.

Since our jocal radio station 38R changed to the FM band and became part of RG
Capital Radlo, there has been marked decline in local progremming, with the station
transmitting on sateliite from Sydney during the afterncon, evening end throughout the
night.  This has resulted In the loss of jocal content formerly provided.

There are no longer announcers in the studio who can react fo local issues or
emergencies and there are no local information programs at all broadeast during those
times.

| have a concem that the public no longer recalves vital information. In the past in times
of an emergency, |.e. floods, the whole community was kept up to date with flood
information, assistance avaliable etc., through the local radio station which was on air
from Shepparton 24 hours aday, Thia no [onger occurs.

There Is na doubt that the local community FM station is doing an excellent job in
providing niche programming for community groups etc., but unfortunately they do not
have anywhere near the listening power of the cammercial stations.

| believe strongly that the local community is not being catered for as in the past because
af the changes in the broadeasting structure.

DON KILGOUR MLA
MEMBER FOR SHEPPARTON
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Let the country speak

At lenst there is to bo 8 Parliamentary
Inquiry into the nﬂequa:-t;A of radio
services in regiogal Australia, particn-
larly in relation to networked programs
from city centres.. .

Sydney listeners can dial twiddle
betwean more than 80 stations, the
majority of regional Australia has three.
In our case the AM/FM bands are licensed
to one Igé-wn'emr who owns 29 stations
acrogs and southern Queensland, no
in reality we have,two — and
network. This appears to be one ind
which can operate ag it likes with no AB

delines regarding Jocal contept or
definition of local.
i common interest, be it in my town and
istrict or the sharing of communication
on common grounds,

Wa had a regional talkback p
which linked rural NSW and southern
Queensiand voices and interests; we had
an internmationally res country
musie industry program, both networking
from -the country for the country. Of ne
intetest to one out of thirty stations, so
they were dum in a most offensive
manner and be damned to listeners.

Da you realise that both the AM and FM
stationg in your areas — Armidale,
Grafton, Dubbe, Mudgee, Moree. Gunne-
dah, Newcastls, Lismore, Taree, Inverell,
Parkes and Tajworth are .owned by thae
one cumgnny? Does that make us
anything but a captive audience with no
choice but to be mfked like tothered goats
by one station? Whare does that leave the
advertizers of cur local businesa? Where
does that leave country listeners' choice?

definition of “local™

Does this give power to a monopoly to
impose any style of programming it fikes
without regard ta tha taste or tradition of
listaners? Country people have a different
sense of humour, talk
language, daily intere

are more communi ded and are
reliant on primary industries for survival.

There is little interest by city listeners
in regional activities, buainess, local
community sport, widespread storms,
highway blockages or power problama.

We even peem to ba losing the identity
of our country statfons, with a Sydney
callsign daminating. Lecal radio has
supported ua for 60 yeara.

If you are & no option advertiser on local
radio or listen to your local stations, [
urge everyone to write a letter to thig
Inquiry with your thoughts and com-

a " different
music tastes,

. ments about the direction of regional

radio.

Half a page or 50 pages, but every letter
will tell g’:grhamantp ygu are a linaner to
radio.

Let the country speak.

Protect our country traditions, manners,
tastes, muasic, information, communica-
tion. The Inquiry closes October 27, 2000.

Write to Secretary, House Communica-
tions Committee, Parliament House,
Canberra, 2600, ACT.

T. Penrose,
Bingara.
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A MAIOR® averhaul of the Riverino's
commercial” racio notwork will ses fhe
cemiralisation of many scrvices in Albury
within the next few montha,

The new “'super hob™ ot A‘bury will
draw together ihe 24 AM and FM stations
in the Daily Mail Group's regionaf ner-

work including Wa‘g'gx:"s 2WG-FM 93.1, -
1l

2LF Young and Gri 's 2RC-FM 90.7.

Fony additional sinll membera will be
put on al the Albury station following the
move, which will hepin in the middie of
next month, sccording 1o 2ZAY's geperal
sales manager Rick Chapman.

Mr Chapman wold The Daily Advertiser
a new aalionn] news services would be
protuced by reporers at the bub ylong
wilh basic scrvices Tor the eotire radio

group, mcluding uceounting,
© He said alihough a few peaple from
each of e starions in the group would be
inoving (0 Albury becausc of (he changes,
basically “nothing would change™ al the
stolions involved, .

Yesterday, 2WG-Star FM manager
Yvonne Braid said Wagga listencrs conld
expett the same gualily service they had
become uscd 1o over the past 60 years.

"It will be n hetier service,” she said.

“Cumvently we get programming and a

DALH ADNEELTIRER . Rehurda

AAGEA wWHBEA

jauled

e oul of Sydney — we
— bul Albury will be
A eylomal aational

national news ser
rely on Sky Rudi
providing us wit
news Service.

and we will sl
Juhn Laws; woe won't be losing those.

ifl change in essence.
baszed in the commu-
thing [or the commu-
nity thal we have &fways done.”

The centralisatioh of services in Albury
comes at the samei{ime as the Wagga stu-~
diog are sef.lo reldtale 1o premiscg adja-
cenl Lo Prime "FeléVision on Luke Alben

Road.
© Al thig siage it/ temiains unceriain just
how mauny of the currant crow will remain
in Wagga.
“*We don't know khe what or the when,”

Myrs Brald suid yekjerday. .
""“In sormne arens|it. will cost jJobs but
there have been a girmber of stall asked 1o
apply for jabs at (he Albury hubt — 50 the
siatus quo will bejretnined more or less.”™
Rodio 2LF's goieral manager Graham
“Cahbage” McDéhald admiited several
changes were in (B¢ pipeline, hawever, he
refused (0 commepnt further yestecday.

'11 Léﬂl\-,lOOO-p:JS'



ipular ZWG' presenter Steven
t his services are no longer
an 3 decade.

By KEN GRIMSON

THREE of Wagga's best-
known radio voices have fall-
en victim to the largest
shake-up in the 68-year his-
tory of broadcaster 2WG-
93.18tacfM. -

Popular op-mir  presenters
Sieven Spink, Simon Smith snd
Joamie Chaux have been joid their
services will no longer be
required after the completion of a
local and network restruchure in
sbout six o eight weeks.

Also 1o be given his marching
orders was copy writer Michael
Sheldon.

Mr Spink and Mr Smith have

been bousehold names in Wagga™

on 2WG for more than a decade,

whik Mr Chaux, known on airas |
Chucly, bas been a popular pre-.

senter on 93.15tarFM for about &

yeat. ,
“T was one of lhe people who
wis told their services will oo

Mr Spink, 42, bes worked for
2WG since November, 1989, and
recently celebeated 10 years at the
radip station.  .°

He currently works the 1 1am to
2pw shot as well as alteroate Sat-
urday mornings. ’

. M Smith, who i1 corrently pro-

longer be required,” Mr Spink -Huction menaper and part-tme

said yésterdzy when asked to
commuzal on the chanpes. '

*] was told by the station man- -
. ScortLevi bas been told his job is

ager (Yvonne Braid) last Friday.
“T got out of there preaty carly
on Fnday becimee 1 wax more

" upset than 1 wanted to let on,

*1 honestly believe Yvarme has

" tried.10 keep jobs in Wagga, but

those higher than her have made
those decisions.”

amnooncer, has been at 2WG

sbout 13 years.
Long-time breakfast announcer

safe,

Several other staff have not
been told whether or not they will
be reined. :

Ironically, management broke
the news of the lay-offs ta affect-
ed staff the day after two new

DML ADVERTISER. NEAMSA«.»JJ Apel 12, 2000. PO\_

annoancers ~ Doncan -Pous and
Leiphton Marshall — hit the sir-
waves on SterFM93.1. ..

M Spink said he hed been told
the redondancies would Leke

‘effect after 2WG-93.1StarFM

completed two major projects.
They are the maove of studios
from Filzmarice Street to the
Prime Television building in Lake
Albest Road and the ‘owner of the
radio stations, the British-owned

Daily Mail Group (DMG), finalis-

ing program networking amoag
its regional AM and FM radio sta-
uons,

DMG'’s plans will also affect
staffiog-at its Griffith, Young sod
Orunge ndio stations.

Comtinued Page 4



'Four dumped in
- radio.shake-up

) From Pape 1 !
While Wagga will Joge at jeast four jobs in the
up. Albury is expected 1o gain 2 number of new
from becoming a network hub for DMG. ,
The Border Mail’s former Albury headgudrters is
being fitted oot far the role. !
Rumours about the future of the commercial ¢
tions has been rife in Wagga for several weeks .
first reporied in Fhe Daily Adverriser on March §.
"“There was uncertainty in the air.” Mr Spink{faid.
*'We all knew there would be restructuring, bs
not know 1o what exient.
“Friday madg it all crysial clear™
Mr Spink said he planned o sty in Wagpga.
“I maved to Wagga and expecicd to stay h
l\;lo years, but like a Jot of people I fell in love
p ﬂce- . - :
“I have my home and my partner heje” |
Management of 2WG did nol retuvm The Dall
riser's ealls yesierday, but in March Mrs Braid
Leners could expect same guality of service
becomne used 1o {rom the radio stations.

ith the
Adver-
aid Jis-
y had
DO Wed. fiped 12, 2cc. Ty \ <
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DAMAGE
CONTROL

Biaff hits threaten to make local commercid) radio just a nemory

By SHANNON EURELL

BEXECUTIVES of local broadcaster
2WG-93.15tartFM are in damage

control aftec its parent company,

British-owned Daily Mail Group
(DMQG), bought o Sydacy rcadio
licence for a record $155 million
this week.

The' purchase comes just weeks afier
DMG dumped several staff members in
Wagga.

_The Rivenina's commercial radio net-
work is cutrently in the middle of a
major oveshsul which will
cventually sec the centrali-
sation of services at

. Albury. .
. DMG Radia’s
Paul Thomgson, .
wha . made the
final bid for the
Qicst  commercial
radio licecnce
offered in Sydeey .
in-12 years, said Vg
this week $153
million was: oot \,
oo much to pay. .
The mult-million

CITY ICON: Radio
station 2WG has
provided a local §

_committee of management of FMI07,

Allan Norvis, said yesterday, “We have
historically complementzd 2WG, but now
it's like we'll be the only Tocal stalion.
He said the thing that kept radio suc-
cessful over the years was “lecalism”,
sud on-air Presenters becyme local
personalities in their own nght
The Daily Advertiser reveoled last
month popular on-nir presenters Stevea
Spink and Simon Smith had been told
their services would no longer be
required after the completion of lacal and
neswork restmucturing by DMG,
© Jamie “Chucky” Chaux, who
has been with 91.15tar®M for
the past,year, amd copy-
writer Michael Shetdon
.were also given their
marching onders.
Tronically, man-
agement broke the
news of the lay-
offs 1a the affect-
ed s@afl the day
after two bpew
annoupcets =
Duncan Pous apd.
- Leighion Marshall
— hit the airwaves a3

! voice for most of 93,iStarFM's  new
dollar price tag ooly QUM (he pastr’lﬂ years. breakFast crew.
covers thie cost of the ; ~2WG was built on
liconce. . et R ="  these local personalities amd
The group will have ta spend they bave been shoved aside”

mitlions more on headquantess, equip-
ment including tansminers, and other
EXpienses.

Expressing bis concern about the
shake-up, well-knows Wagpa radio voice

Barry Andevson said he thought the move

weuld be the begiming of the demise of
local commercial radio.

However, 8 represenlative from
Waggna'’s commmubity radio staliop said the
volunteer organisalion sees the overhaul
of 2WG as 3 way for them 1o take on the
role as Wagga's ooly tnly local radio
piovider.

*Suvong regional centres need a strong
radio presence and 2ZWG has provided
thal for about 70 years,” chairman of the

Mr Nomis said

He said FMUO7, formerly ZAAA, now
provided the only radje service in Wagg
which was a true local voice. -

*“We are managed by locals, our deci-
siony arc madz by lecals and we have 30
local people who volunteer their time to
us,” Mr Norris said.

- “We are the only (local radio station)
that lives and breothes and shares the
uapirations of the loca) community.”

RHe said he would be very surprised if
the people -of Wagga were not as disap-
inted as he way by the decisions of

MG.

Comithorend PPage &



From Page 1

Tt might be the death of local com-
mercial ndinmilunmuungml
oppommanity fox us,” be sait

“iy nol our intention to replicate
ot duphcau what ZWG bas done but
ivis 2 big chance forve” .

Spesking w The Daily Advertiser,
DMG's southern regional geuersl
suanager Garry Leddin said the com-
pany wis spending & significant
mount of money i e aes.

“The mos: important thing Wt has
been averiooked iy thar DMG hos
gpenk $14 milkion Smproving syxum:
wod upgreding in cegsonal aress,” Mr
Leddin said.

“That ts e singfe biggest smoant

spenl on regional eadio, We're spead-

ing more wosey vow o regicoal sta-
tiong, particularly in Wagga, than ever
before. We ale juet working tawacds

binging metropoliten quality redio lo
regions] Aostalis “Tbe quality of

umouncers will be better aod local
aews will 3till be provided”

Mr Leddin stid penerally spenking
stoff changes in regional sreax bad
boen mimimal

He also said the corupany bed uol
gleaned money from regionel aress to
fund the purchase of the Sydoey radio
Licence,

*They ore seporate issaes ... lhey
we entirely varelated” Mer Leddio
wld Mr Anderson, a fonuer 2WG

announces, said he wis concerned
with the loss of local jobs as o wsuit
of the shake-up

*I'm a Fiem believer ja (ocalism in
radio)” MrAnderson said. “{ think this
wil] be the undnmg of radio.”

“They wre doing a lot of mleated
Fpeople cat.of work™

With 26 yeurs experierce in radio,
\be majonity of it locally, Mr Andee-
soa 8xd he feUt the focus on local
issues would be diminished 3igmifi-

Mmeﬂaeakeemmemal:radm:unde&th:eat

cantly with the mnw 0 Mbury

"Are they going to be IGoking af the
Murrumbidgee River in Alrry? No,
:h:t{ll be looking at the Maray,™ he

A 2W(-93.1 StaFM stotion exacu-
tive yesterdsy demied the sttion had
been decimaed. .

The cacculive 18id Iwo aew wmles
staff have just beea put ou, making 21
people who will make ibe move 1o the
Prise Television studios.

The Day Advertser Satuay, May 27, 2060 — 3
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Politics played down as ABC’s radio programs hunt listeners

Anne Davies

The ABC’s signature radio cur-
rent affairs programs ~ AM and
PM - are set for a major overhau!l
next year, which will give more
emphasis to business reporting
and less emphasis to politics and
economics.

PM is also likely to be
shortened and will include “out-
points” so that individual

stations can choose whether to -

run the entire program.
" The proposals, now under dis-
cussion at the highest levels of
the ABC, are contained in a con-
fidential memo obtained by the
Herald. Dated October 12, it was
written by the head of local net-
works, Mr Michael Mason, and
addressed to Mr John Cameron,
. deputy director of news and cur-
rent affairs.

While the memo reveals that
some of the worst fears about the
‘future of AM and PM are un-
founded - ALP Senator Chris
Schacht told Parliament earlier
this year there were plans. to
slash the programs to 10 minutes
and make them optional - the
two popular current affairs
programs are nonetheless in for
major change.

If accepted - the accompany-
ing email says there is “broad
agreement on directions” — AM

Nearly $1m paid out to retrenched executives

The ABC has paid out nearly $1
mitlion in termination payments to
two senior managers whowere re-
trenched earlier this year, as part
of managing director Mr Jonathan
Shier's management overhaul.

The cost of the terminations are
revealedinthe ABC's1999-2000
annualreport, tabled in Parlia-
ment yesterday.

Mr Shier announced earlier this -
year that he was parting company
with the head of national net-
works, Mr Andy Lloyd-James, and
the head of news and current af--
fairs, Mr Paul Williams.

While the report does not reveal
the names of particular executives
and their payouts, itis clear from
the notes that two members of the

old executive team were paid

$560,000and $870,000 and that

thesefiguresincluded a total of
$973,762 intermination pay-
ments. This compares with
$227,314inthe previous year.
A figure of $430,000 for the

managing director for 1999-2000, -
.. up$100,000 0onthe previous year, .
is MrBrian Johns's salary plus ter- .

mination paymentsand -
entitlements, not Mr Shier’ ssal-

ary, an ABC spokesman said yes- . R

terday. Mr Shiér's salary is not
apparent fromthereport.
Thereport alsoreveals more
than $2 million in “separation and
redundancy” payments, whichis

significantly less than in previous'

years whenthe ABC was dramati-

cally downsized. But the billisex-
pectedtorise with the fulfimpact
of Mr Shier'srestructuringinthe
next financial year.

"“The annual report said the ABC
had been operating withinits ap-

. ‘, When Mr Shler, left, came m. Mr Lond-James. centre and Mr Willlams went out.

propriation of $632.4 million (this
includes transmission costs)and
had received anunqualified audit
certificate onits accounts,
Butthedirectors noted that
"the ABCis confronting realand

immediate challengesinthe next
vear, not least of whichis funding".

"The organisation needsto
make the most of the multi-
channelling and datacasting
opportunities offered by digital
legisiationand providing real ser-
vices without additional funding
for this purpose,” they said.

The reiease of the annual report
comesjust aweek beforethe ABC
board meets toconsider a detailed
submission from Mr Shier on this
financial year's budget.

The ABCis awash with rumours
of significant cuts to key program
areas, including a $10 million cut to
news and current affairs.

Anne Davies

will move away from politics and .

economics into a much wider ar-
ray of programs while PM will be
even more radically reshaped to
become a 20-minute program
followed by a half hour devoted
to a specialist business show.
“There has been strong empha-
sis on politics on AM and Early
AM, as well as on big-end-of-
town economics,” the memo says.

" “There is a need for the audi-
ence to be given a much wider
range of subJects to reflect the
communities’ mterests asplr-
ations and activities.”

The memo lists health, busi-
ness, technology, social change,
and other topics identified by
audience research as areas to be
included in the revamped AM.

Mr Mason also wants two

3o-second local windows in AM
to allow the insertion of local

‘weather and traffic details.

PM is in for much more radical

" surgery. The memo proposes the

program be. cut to 20 minutes
instead of 50 minutes from
6.10 pm to 7 pm.

“PM is too long. This is a
unanimous view;” Mr Mason said
in his memo. “Quality of content

is variable with some stories
verging on the pondeérous.”

Mr Mason proposes that the
second half hour be turned over
to a business program which
should endeavour “to attract the
country’s business and industry
leaders as listeners and partici-
pants in the program”.

More controversially, he also
wants the the program to include

“outpoints” which would allow
each station to present it in
smaller blocs and at different
times, although the program
would be prepared for broadcast
in its entirety.

Mr Mason told the Herald yes-
terday that the ABC was in the
process of reviewing all content
and the matter was far from re-
solved.

Corrections

References to a court case
- involving the estate of the
department store family
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The Hon John Anderson MP
Deputy Prime Minister
Minister {or Trapsport and Regional Services
Leader National Party of Australia

M Jonathan Shier 14 SEP 2000

Managing Director

Australian Broadcasting Corporation
C/- Board Sccretariat

7" floor, 700 Harris Street
ULTIMO NSW 2007

Fax: 9333 5482

Dear Mr Shicr

I write to appraise you formally of the concemns held by the National Party of
Australia -- parliamentary and organisational - over the prospeclive restructuring ol
the ABC’s news and current affairs programming.

These concerns were discussed in some detail by the National Party's federal
management committee on Friday 8" September and carlier in the week by the
Party’s federal parliamentary representatives.

You will be aware of media comments I have made on this issue.

‘The National Party is particularly concemed that any restructure of programming
within the ABC not diminish the access people in regional, rurul and remote Australia
have to full and comprehensive news and current affairs services.

The Party urges ABC management to give full weight to the important and unique
role that the ABC fulfils as an information provider to pcople in non-nictropolitan
areas, and ensure that this role is reinforced. 1 cannot impress on you too forcelully
the importance country people place on ABC services, both radio and tclevision,

For many people in country Australia, and especially those in the more remote areas,
the ABC is not just their preferred news and current affairs provider; it is their anly
regular source of national news and views.

Many areas are not served adequately by commercial radio or TV, regional
newspapers are published infrequently and are locally focused, and metropolitan
ncwspapers often become available days after publication, if at all. The increasing
trend towards national networking/syndication of news bulletins by the commercial
sector also threatens to further diminish regional access to timcly and relevant
information, underlining the critical role fulfilled by the ABC.

¥
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The iclecommunications revolution offers some real prospects of providing enhanced
news and current affairs scrvices to regional Australians, but the National PParly does
not believe the “market” is likely to provide such services within a reasonable period.
While 1 recognise that the ABC is developing a suite of internet services, the reality
remains for many country people that the internct is not a time-elficient or cost-
effective tool. It is certainly not an adequate substitute for public broadcusting,

It would be easy to overlook the unique role the ABC plays in regional Australia. if
viewed from a perspective where one has access 1o multiple sources of information,
which of course, very many country people do not. When examined in the context of’
there being an absence of commercial alternatives, it becomes obvious that the ABC
fulfils a significant social charter to inform the community - and that, of course, is
why it was established as a public broadcaster. The rationale for its existence has not
changed and in the view of the National Party, neither has its importance. This 1s why
regional Australians are so attached to the ABC, despitc what many country people
would frankly describe to you as a distinct left-wing bias in its commentary on current
affaits. It is the breadth of the service that helps counterbalance this particular worry.

A specific example of the unique contribution made by the ABC was The?.30
Report’s role as the major source of critical analysis of the One Nation phenomenon. |
believe it played a vital role in injecting balance into the perception of that patly in
country Australia.

The ABC is in a very literal sensc a window to the nation and the world [or country
pcople. It is the width of the “window™ — that is, the diversity of its programming
that is what the National Party believes must be maintained.

We regard as fundamental the preservation of a news and current alfairs structure that
delivers distinctly at the regional, state and national level. Needless to say, the
continuance of spccific rural programming is esscntial in the form of the Country
Hour, regional bullctins and Landline. We also regard as imperative the presentation
of news and critical analysis within essentially the current timeframe because it is
timely and is well suited to the needs of country people.

I would welcome the opportunity to elaborate on these concerns with you und
members of the Board.

Yours sincerely

’
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ANDERSON
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Ce Dunaldwmm AO



