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16 Pebruary2000

TheHon.PaulNeville MP
Chairman
StandingCommitteeon Communications,

TransportandtheArts
Cl- Ms JanetteHolmes
Secretariat
l)epartmentof Communications,

InformationTechnologyandtheArts
Fax: (02)62772067

DearMr Neville

I referto my openletterof6 February2001.

Mr Hardgravewouldnotbe awareof the foregoing(nor shouldheorany othermemberofyour
committeebe expectedto beso). It is only throughourown intimateknowledgeofthemarket
that weareawareoftheseevents
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In that letterweidentify anddealin ageneralwaywith certain“vestedinterests”.

Oneofthosevestedinterestsis ‘PortMacquarieCountryLabor”.

Wehavenowobtaineda copyofthetranscriptofthepublic hearingin Townsville.

Mr Hardgravecommentedatthepublichearingthat“I do notbelievethat thePortMacquaire

LaborPartybranchis necessarilyavestedinterestagainstyou,but theyarevery critical ofyou”.

We do notagreethat theyarenot avestedinterestagainstusand,in my view, it is now

appropriatethatwerespondon thespecificpointmadeby Mr Hardgrave.

Weunderstandthat oneoftheprimarycontributorsto thesubmissionmadeby PortMacquarie
CountryLaborwasJeffCondron. We alsounderstandthatheis aseniormemberofthat
organisation.

Mr Condronworkedatmanyradiostationsovermanyyearsleadingup to 1986. Hewasin fact
thegeneralmanagerof2MC PortMacquariebetween1978andwhenhis employmentwas
terminatedin 1986.

Weunderstandthathehasnot foundpermanentemploymentin theindustrysincethen.

2MC PortMacquarieis nowownedby us(althoughweacquiredit morethanadecadeafterthese
events).
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In thesecircumstanceswe do not agreethatthesubmissionmadeby PortMacquarieCountry
Laborwasuntaintedby vestedinterestsorotherwisefreeofbiasagainstDM0.

Rather,it is clearto usthattheirsubmissionis in facttaintedasaresultof thesignificant
influenceofadisgruntledformerindustryemployee(andin particularaformergeneralmanager
ofoneofourstationswhowasdisaffectedwhenhis employmentwasterminated).

WeshouldalsopointoutthatMr Condronfeaturedprominentlyin a laterstory in thePortNews
on 2 February2001. Thatstoryrepeatedmanyoftheincorrectassertionswhichwerecontainedin
the submissionmadeby PortMacquarieCountryLabor.

This is justanotherexamplein supportof ourstrongcontentionthatyourcommitteeshouldfocus
on theopinionsofrank andfile audiencesandshoulddisregardtheopinionsofthosewhohave
vestedinterests.

Pleaselet meknow if you would like usto explain in moredetailthecircumstancesbehindanyof
theother“vestedinterests”identifiedin my letterof 6 February2001.

Yours sincerely,

PAUL THOMPSON
Chief Executive
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