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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO THE FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES FOR
AUSTRALIAS FILM, ANIMATION, SPECIAL EFFECTS, AND ELECTRONIC
GAME INDUSTRIES

TermsOf ReferenceB: TheSkills RequiredTo FacilitateFutureGrowthIn These
IndustriesAnd TheCapacityOf TheEducationAndTraining SystemTo MeetThese
Demands

BACKGROUND

TheNational InstituteofDramaticArt wasestablishedin 1958undertheauspicesofthe
UniversityofNew SouthWalesandin associationwith theAustralianBroadcasting
Corporation(ABC). It is an independentcompanyincorporatedundertheCorporationsLaw.

NIDA hasacloseassociationwith professionaltheatrecompaniesin all states,including
OperaAustralia,theAustralianBroadcastingCorporation,theAustralianFilm, Television
andRadioSchoolandtheUniversityofNew SouthWales.

NIDA is theAustraliannationaltheatreschool,a centreofexcellencein training for theatre,
film andtelevision.ThemainobjectiveofNIDA is to trainactors,stagemanagers,designers,
crafttechnicians,directors,voiceandmovementteachersandplaywrights.

Theaim ofall NIDA coursesis to supplythearts entertainmentindustrywith highly
trained, imaginativeandinnovativeartists,techniciansandcraftspersons.

Thespecific aim oftheTheatreCraftsCourseis to providevocationaltraining forpeople
who wish to work in theatre,film andtelevisionascrafttechniciansspecialisingin costume
orpropertiesor scenery.Thecoursefulfils this aim throughclasswork,projectwork and
directpracticalexperiencein theNIDA PlayProductionProgram.Studentsspenda
significantperiodoftimeon secondmentto anartsentertainmentcompanyrelatedto their
areaofspecialisation.

Animation
In 2002NIDA TheatreCraftsgraduatesworkedextensivelywith FreerangeAnimationon
theLeunigAnimationsshownon SBS.TheLeunigAnimationswerecommissionedfor
exhibitionattheSydneyMuseumduringtheSydneyFestival.Unfortunatelydueto lackof
potentialemploymentin Australiathesesuccessfulgraduatesarenow living and workingin
Canada.



Film and Television
In recentyearstheFilm andTelevisionindustryhasexperiencedrapidstructuraland
technologicalchangeandtheinternationalprofile ofanddemandforAustralianproductshas
risenrapidly.

ThegrowthofAustraliansfilm, animationandspecialeffectsindustriesandthehigh standard
ofproductionin Australiaandoverseashasmeantthat graduateswith ahigh level ofskill and
experienceareconstantlyrequired.Thetrainingfor practitionersin thesessectorsofthe
entertainmentindustryis veryspecific.

To acconmiodatethedemandsoftheindustryandensuretheprovisionofincreasedfilm and
televisiontraining,NIDA hascompletedconstructionofanewstateoftheart film and
televisionstudiowith postproductionfacilities, equippedfor teachingactingfor the
camera,designfor film andTV, film technologyand specialeffectsimaging.

Thefilm andtelevisionstudioensurestheprovisionofincreasedfilm andTelevision
trainingthroughthedeliveryofNIDA’s full timevocationaleducationandshortterm
accreditedcourses,enablingstudentsto acquireextensivefilm andtelevisiontechniques
requiredto effectively to contributeasindustrypractitioners.

Multimedia
In 1999,NIDA completedstagestruckan interactiveCD designedto introduceschool
studentsto thecreativeprocessofdirectingastageproductionofan operaorballet.
Stagestruckwon aBritish Academyaswell asawardsfor thebestinteractiveCD in
Europe,theUSA, FranceandAustralia

NDA is taking activestepsto developskills in multi-mediawith theobjectiveofcreating
specilisedcoursesin this newareaofperformingarts


