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SUBMISSION TO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STANDING COMMITTEE ON
COMMUNICATIONS, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND THE ARTS

The AustralianScreenEditorsGuild (ASE) is an associationofover two hundredandeighty
highly skilled workersin the Australianfilm and televisionindustry. The ASE represents
picture andsoundeditors,postproductionsupervisorsandanimators. Our work canbe seen
in all areasoftheaudioandvisualpostproductionindustry.

Oneoftheissuesthat is ofmajorconcernto theASE todayis thepotentiallossofAustralian
contentregulationson televisionandsubsidiesby Stateand FederalGovernmentfilm bodies
if the entertainmentand arts industriesare included in the Australia — US Free Trade
Agreementthat is currently under negotiation. If Australian content and Government
subsidieswereremoveddueto a FreeTradeAgreementit would beaneconomic,socialand
cultural disaster for the entire Australian film and television industries and future
opportunitiesfor thedevelopmentoftheseindustrieswouldbeseverelylimited.

In 1992 partial deregulationof televisioncommercialsallowed 20% of commercialsto be
imported from overseas. Slowly, Australiantelevision commercialproduction companies
reportedasignificantdecreasein theproductionofhigh-end,high budgetcommercials.
The ASE sees this as an indication of the trend that would occur under a Free Trade
Agreement. Many of the Australian film and television industry practitioners,including
editors,begantheircareersworkingon high endtelevisioncommercials. Thesecommercials
provided us with invaluabletraining and experiencethat we took forward into television
drama,featurefilms, documentariesandshortfilms.

We have,for a long time, reliedheavilyon Governments,bothCommonwealthand Stateto
supporttheAustralianfilm andtelevisionindustrythroughthe fundingof film commissions
and organizations. We needto see thesestructureskept in place so Australianwriters,
producersanddirectorscanbring theirstoriesto thescreen.As editors,wedon’t generally
createcontent,we rely onproducersanddirectorsto bring theirvision for usto enhanceand
complete.Without continuingGovernmentfunding andsupportourmemberswould find our
skills andexpertiseeroded.

We needto be able to tell Australianstories in an Australianway and editorsplay a very
importantrolein bringingthesestoriesto screens,big andsmall, theworldover.
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