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RUPERT MYER
LEVEL 45 55 COLLINS STREET MELBOURNE 3000

28 May, 2003

CommitteeSecretary
Houseof Representatives
StandingCommitteeon Communications,InformationTechnologyandThe Arts
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearCommitteeSecretary,

RE: PHILANTHROPIC GIVING AND RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Particularlywith respectto animation and special effects, I wish to drawthe Committee’s
attention to the Report of the ContemporaryVisual Arts and Craft Inquiry (2002).
Contemporaryvisual artsandcraft was found in that report to encompassavery wide range
of expressionsincluding a rapidly increasing number of practices incorporating new
technologies,digital imagery, video art and highly sophisticatedgraphics. One of the
Report’s key findings related to the increase in demandfor tertiary coursesoffering
opportunitiesto studythesedisciplines. Specifically, I drawyour attentionto pp223-227of
theReportandRecommendation11 for the establishmentof atechnologyfacility.

As away of broadeningthe funding basic for the sector, the Report in its recommendation
20.3 proposes the establishmentof a donations program directed at Research and
Developmentactivities which would attracta 125%tax deductionfor the first five years.
This recommendationis intended to stimulate the creation of philanthropic partnerships
between the publicly funded not-for-profit sector participants and corporations and
individualswishingto providephilanthropicgrantsfor the developmentof new technologies,
processes,materialsandconcepts.I drawyour attentionto pp33O-33lof theReport.

I encouragethe Committeeto endorsetheserecommendationswhich would requirechanges
to currentGovernmentsupport. As the Reportargues,thesechangesif implementedwould
provideconsiderablestimulusto the sectorin a low cost,efficientmanner.

YoursSincerely,

RupertMyer

TELEPHONE: 61 3 9207 3032 EMAIL: rupert.myer@mfo.com.au


