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From the office of the AuZiaf.uncii

Chief Executive Officer
AustralianGox-trnment

Dr AnnaDacre
CommitteeSecretary
StandingCommitteeon Communications,
InformationTechnologyandtheArts
Houseof Representatives
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Dacre

RE: CommunityBroadcastin2Inquiry

TheAustraliaCouncil for theArtswelcomestheopportunityto makeasubmissionto
this Inquiry.

Our submissionis not detailedbutprovidesin-principlestatementsthat focuson the
sectionsconcerning:

• Thescopeandrole ofAustraliancommunitybroadcastingacrossradio,television,
theInternetandotherbroadcastingtechnologies;and

• Contentandprogrammingrequirementsthat reflect thecharacterofAustraliaand
its culturaldiversity.

Introduction

TheAustraliaCouncil stronglysupportstheAustraliancommunitybroadcasting
sectorwhich deliversa rich diversityofprogramcontentincludingculturalcontent
andentertainmentto communitiesdefinedby geographicallocationor common
interestwhich is inadequatelyservedby thecommercialbroadcastingsector.

We arealsoawareofthegrowingimportanceof thesectorwith the latestresearchby
McNair Ingenuityrevealingthat morethansevenmillion Australians—or 45 percent
of peopleagedover 15 years—listento communityradioeverymonth.RecentOzTam
figuresalsoindicatethat communitytelevisionhasestablishedan audiencereach
during its currenttrial phaseof 3.6million people.’
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I Thescopeandrole ofAustralian communitybroadcastingacrossradio, television,
theInternetandother broadcastingtechnologies

TheAustraliaCouncil holds theview that communitybroadcastingplaysacritical
role inproviding artsprogrammingin nicheareas,particularlyfor regionaland
multicultural audiencesfor whom contentis lessdiverseand limited throughthe
commercialbroadcastingsector,includingpayTV.

Furthenriorecommunitybroadcastingprovidesinvaluableopportunitiesfor
communityaccess,participation,training,experimentationandinnovation in radio
andtelevisionproduction.It is asignificantplatformfor actors,musicians,writers,
directorsandproducersto improvetheirskills andprofessionalism,andwebelieve
that this experiencewill assistin allowing artistsandothersinvolved in thecreative
industriesto earnan incomethroughtheirchosencareer.

It is importantthat theInquiry considerwaysto expandthescopeandrole of
communitybroadcastingto supplyan increasingdemandfor Australiancultural and
creativecontent.

2. Contentandprogrammingrequirementsthatreflect thecharacterofAustralia
and its cultural diversity

As Australia’speakartsbody, theAustraliaCouncil recognisestheenormousvalueof
thecommunity-broadcastingsectorin promoting,andcontributingto, thecultural life
ofthenation.This includescoverageof local arts events,newAustralianmusic,
emergingandmid-life artists,aswell asbroadcastingofAustraliandocumentariesand
dramas.

Communityradioandtelevisionprovideuniqueopportunitiesfor peoplefrom diverse
cultural, linguistic, geographicalandlife experiencebackgroundsto exploreand
presenttheircontemporaryartsandculturalpractices.It providesakeyproduction
anddelivery mechanismfor building culturallyvibrantcommunitiesandopeningup
broaderinterculturaldialogues.TheAustraliaCouncil hassupporteda rangeofarts
andculturaldevelopmentprojects,which haveutilisedcommunitybroadcasting
servicesfor productionanddistributionpurposes.

Wearealsoawareofnewtrendsemergingwherecommunityradio in particularis
attractingyoung andemergingaudiences.For exampleSydney-basedyouth music
stationFBI is targetinga youngdemographicthroughplaying themusicofemerging
artistsandbands—musicthat is notairedon otherstations.This hasbeenan
enormouslysuccessfulstrategyfor thestationandhasalsoprovidedan outlet and
profiletat wasnot availableto manymusiciansbefore.?

- Popularityof alternativeair wavesmorethan spin, ByAimeli Knight, SydneyMorning Herald,
September16, 2004



It is vital that theInquiry examineswaysto measureandmeetunmetcommunity
demandfor arts-culturalcontentin thecommunitybroadcastingsector.

Thankyou for consideringtheAustraliaCouncil’ssubmissionto this Inquiry. Please
do not hesitateto contactClaireDuffy, Director - Strategy,on 02 92159004 if you
requireanyfUrther information.

Yourssincerely

V

JenniferBott

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFIeSR

27 April 1006


