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The Secretary
HouseStandingCommitteeon Communications,
Information,TechnologyandtheArts
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600 SubmissionNc I
Dear Sir

Inquiry into Community Broadcasting

Onbehalfof theSouthAustralianMulticultural andEthnic Affairs Commission,I
write in supportof theNationalEthnic andMulticultural BroadcastersCouncil’s
submissionin relationto the Inquiry into CommunityBroadcasting.

Overmanyyears,ethnicradiostationshaveplayedan invaluablerole in providing
communitieswith informationon governmentinitiatives andservices,in addition to
culturallyappropriateentertainment.Forthe elderly, in particular,ethnicradio
stationsmaintaintheir links with theoutsideworld, thusreducingtheirfeelingsof
isolation. Forpeoplein regionalareastoo, who do not haveaccessto thesamelevel
of servicesthat areavailablein metropolitanareas,local ethnicradiostationsplaya
very Importantrole in their lives.

Ethnic broadcastinghasthrivedmainly becauseof thededicationandcommitmentof
legionsofvolunteers,who arethemselvesageing. To be atruly multicultural society
we mustcaterto theneedsof all our citizensandthereis a needto ensurethat the
invaluableservicethat ethnic radiostationsprovideto ourculturally andlinguistically
diversecommunitiesdoesnot becomea thing ofthepast.

Yours sincerely

I

Hieu Van Le
Chairman,SAMEAC
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