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SUBMISSION TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE RECENT AUSTRALIAN BUSHFIRES | REpzi,
3
:1{ 9_ APR 2003
24 April 2003 Submission No.56 “hd

Cwar Sir e “

L

Az a keng-time Tawango resicent and o former Courtry Fire Autharity mamber { feel compailed to
contribate to the Fadaral Govemment's bushfire avigw. | piuce my falth Tn b Committes faking
those oecessary steps required 10 ersurs oor coumtry'y futufa forest monogement pellcles ond
procedures meke certain we do net have o repeat of ths symner's bushfire cria

1 fesl I is impardfive that the folowing two polnts are madw

o The 2003 summer bushfire crisis [n North-East Yicterda tould have hein prevented had
the Sigie Gavarnmant snccted comact forect managenent and fual cevduifion policios.

» The Viderign Siute Doparimant af Sustainabliity asd Environmant ond Farks Vicasie
managed these fires poocly and shovld shoulder some e the Blame fur the devastation
theas firex Gﬂllld.

Fuel reductian bumning tn the Begong Natiengl Park In North-Bast Victoria has hevir been condusted
aond thers Is rle doubr that had back-burning eccurred and had stock been perniifed o graze In
the park, substuntially bess of the parklends would have besn rovaged by these {lres.

1 graze 110 adult coftle In the Bogong National Park ond | con ottesi that the graisland orea of this
park whers the coitle graze was only mintmally bume. In comtrast, creos of parland where Parks
Yiceria prohiit tartie and whers the State Gevemment hos folled o conduct furl reducion buming
gnd has aflowed the farest floor material acsursiiors, weare destoyed by these lothel Hres

| would esitnate thet 55% of my nn ot Bageng Notional Park b aevergrown and Incceessible to my
comla and thiz area was viterly dattroyed by the fices. A mere 5% of the rewmulnlag part of my run
where coftls con be grazed was only slightly offectsd by these fires.

The fira apotted ants my eattio run ot 10.50am on Tuesdoy 217 of Jonvary. The Klewa Hydra
Powar Campary had workers on site by 12-noon. They requested an oeropiens trom the DSE base
ar Dionar Plain to extinguish this firw DSE refused their request and uifinciely the Southem
Caichmenm adjacent o Rocky Valiey Dam wns destroyed. This fire everivally extinguished iself and
luddly the moss beds warw not affecied, Hod the moss bads caught alight I i net unthinkable that
they weuld sill be buming oday,

Our ama hot been desply tcarred by the fires and they conthwe fo have a great cffect on our
locql tourlem induriry and businesses.

One ef mony examples it the destrucion of the Old Ropar Hit an Duane Spur. Tk is an importars
riop for walken fravelling from Mr Bogang 1o Mr Hotham ond 1 belleve sheps slould ba tokwn t©
rebulld this hor.

The Mount Beouty Timber Mill dosed prior to Owlmas due fo a lask of simber, ;bls meant that of

laat thirty lacal jobs were lost. It would be o rarminia shame If #his mill wirs not permitted o
procass the burnt moutaln csh from the flres.
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Many comparisans have been mads between thate fires ond those of 1539, however wdh
comparions are unjust and prepostersus, primarily betouss the weather condhien laading vp o the
193¢ firer werw whbstanticlly ditfarent.

As | hove steted, the Intensity and mogninde of the 2003 fire cauld have bas: prevented and the
devasialion of thess fires would not have heen os greut had the Yiraricom Jjrom Governmant
practiced corredt forest monagement ond fire preveatien sedwiques over the pasnt decode.

AT the very lwast, had cutie prozing been permitied In our forests, the undergrawth weuld net have
bear as thick and the fires would net have heen a1 inrunse ond have bumf {or so long and the
ommunifes of the NorifuBast Vicota would not hove besn confronted by o dis;ster of wch sheer
magnivde.

i anticipote thet with gaod talns this country will reppvancte very quiddy. Our laid ks vary reslliant
and net es froglle ar the green movement purparts. Locals of the North-Fast have always battled on

In the foea of adversity and | have no doubt thet our furmery whe have been faiming this land far
generations, will centirue to do so.

Yours sincarely

IAN ROPER
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