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Submission No.444

BUSHFIRE FIGHTING

As a professionel forester, [ have heen engaged in bush-
fighting in western Australia and in northern, socuthern,
znd mid-western Mew Soubh Wales, always ai ithe firefront and
net merely in administration or logistics.

It is an unpleasant, dirty and often frightening and
dangerous activity and my sympatiies are With those who have
to be or have volunisered {0 engage in it.

The cbiect of this submission i1s to offer suggestions
to reduce the necessity for people Lo engage unnecessarily in
bushfirefighting, by reducing where possible the number and
severity of such fires.

Thare are fwo basic premises, almost self evident facts:
Small fires can be controlled and extinguished, Large fires
cdn seldonm be contrelled without great effert and expense and
damage and often cannct be put out by any human agency - only
the forces of nature, the wind or the rain.

The whole obhject of Bushfire fighting must therefore be
either to prevent the fires from starting{very difficult since
many if not most, are caused by human agencies), or by detectiing
them and centrolling them while they are still small and within
the range of swccessful human Intervention.

All very good sentiments but how can this be achieved?

I. Farly detection - a system of fireftowers or similar
pbservation points which will cover most ¢r all areas of
sossible fire initiations.

These must of courss be manned by competent perscnnel with
proper communication faciliftieas so that those responsible {or
provision or co-oprdination of fthe perscnnel and equipment
can act properly ang effecitvely.

2. The formation and training of 'ready-response’ sactions
{within the present Tirefightirg and organisation bodies) who
must be willing to voluntzer to act at snaort nollcs 1a response
to a call for their services. e//{”' e
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As well as thelir usual training in fTivefiyntling,

they.

have to be willing ito be transpoarted as rapidly as pessible
{probabhliy mainly by helicopterj., 3mall or spot fires or arsons

often occur in places out ¢f reach of wheeled transport.

Or

will

difficult of access even on fooit by people carrying firefighting

equipment - except perhaps the Mclecd tool (rakehoe}l.

At any rate, it is essentiegl that they arrive fresh and
as near
as possible to the source or area of the still smail fires.

untired with adequate equipment and necessary supplies

If nacessary a water carryling nelicoptler can back them up

if thew found it nelpful to have such assistance. Geod radio

communication between alil involvedis essential.

The task complete, or if they are in danger of being

overwnelmed, they can be retriaved by the most helpful
comfortable method.

and

This method deoes not mean that the present procedures are
1o Dbe superseded but enhanced. Even If tha'ready-response’

cannot completely extinguish (ne initial (ire they will make i

more possible for the regular forces to apply their method

more successfully and efficiently and to 'control' the
before it becomes foc big and uncontrollabie.

Whatever is dcne by present methods, with all the
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and goodwill, fires will 'get away' but if we can reduce their

numbers Dy putting cut many ‘small fires’ it will be &
advantage and iImprovement. '

great

It may be argusd that this R/R method will be difficult
to implement and be very costly. [Ihe argument is specious
as the present cost of busnfires is not just the cost of fire-
fighting and loss of homes and property and sometimes lives.
enormous damage to the ecology., the plants, trees, birds and

animals damagad or killed in large uncontrolled fires,
target the Lmpact on the so calied 'greenhouse effecl’
not just ephemeral are not taken into account or aven
atitempted tc be estimated.

Yours Taithfully,
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Keith G. Campbell
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