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Juzt a short submission on my experiences
with fire in rural and forest areas over many years.being aver eighty rears old 1L have
seen vast izvrovements in the method of fizhting fires,progressing Trom breaking bough
beaters from roadside bushes,wet bags and leatner rlappers.Then napsacks were introdu-—
ced,and one knapsack waz worth many beaters.Then the fire trucks and pressure pump3 were
woth do-ens of knapeacks.uuch later of course aerial bombing.

Given moderate wind conditions and fuel load 21l the above meth-
ode work guite well.dowever wien you are contronted with situations where everyioing is
againstyou it is a vastiy dafferent proposition.

digh fuel loads andstrong winds and all the other adverse cond-
1tions nature puts om,it is well nigh 1mpodsibie to control nuge conflagrations,it dogs
not matter how many resources you .ave af your disposal.¥ou Just cennob ged near enough

to attack the fire zdge.

T - Then you have ta  sort to backburning,this exsreise i1s fraught
with danger on bad days.this leads to the argument tnat tfuel reduction burns are the
main way ito prevenit fires from spreading too much.

Sevaral very dry dinters nave made Autumn fuel reduction burns
exteencly harardous to carry out.At the best of times there is s certain slement of
risk atiached.lhey are a very costly and time consuming exercise at the best of times.
There are however plenty of examples where fuel reduction (strategic) nas saved the aay.

The verious Statefhave locked up vast further areas in National
Parks with insufficient resources to properly manage them.lUonservationisis are very keen
to preserve rorests for their grandehildren.You cannot lock up ana guarantee that a park
wilf be there for the future,1t is easier to fly to the moon.

1t woutd be interesting to have figures on how many “Green reople”
put 2z the nard yards combating our recent fires. .

Distagteful as 1t iz {0 some peopnle the only way I can see out
of having bupe fires develop,1s & comprehesive iuel reduction nrogram carréed cut at the

required infervals,

Feople caught 1n acts of arson have to be dealt with more severely,
1t can be as serivus as murder and shculd be treated taat way.

Paople need to be made aware of the dangers of building 1ntielir
1dyllic "Actreats'.Very high insurance premiums could act as a aeterrant,

Parmars and other tandholders naoed every incentive to owo an effec-
tive fire tizhting outfrt.lhe more there are about thesre is a betier chance of someone
arriving zt a fire seene sarly,a rew gatlons of water early is wortn milliions later om,

1n gonclusion L would like to wisn you auccesg 1n your findangs,and
thet the waricus sitates nave the .uts to zmplement them forfhwith.
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oura in interests of a safer australia,
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