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Canberra. ACT 2600.
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Submission No.235

(Jear Sir,

Pleasc ind attached submission on behalf of the Monare Merino Association Stud
Breeders for vour attention.

We focus this submission on the proH letns causcd by bushfires in the Monaro region of
New South Walcs and future control and preventative methods for dealing with fires in
this region.
We invite you to the Monaro to inspact the damage.

Yours faithfully,

WLAL L L]
Suc Litchfeld

Secretary,
Monaroe Merino Association Btud Breeders.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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e« Volunteer Bushfire fighters
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The Monaro Merine Associgtion represents 24 merino stud breeders in

the three shires of the Mona

Fo region.

The Monaro region in now furrounded by 1 million hectares of National

Park and other governmgnt lands.

devastation of two thirds «

This summer has seen the
the Koscinsko National Park, south and

west of Monaro grazing ldnds and it is just a matter of time until
National Parks on the Ejstern side of the Monare are similarly

devastated.

Many of our Stud Breeders
proximity to Parks.

However landholders have

cither adjoin National Parks or are in closc

The high country grazing 5 managed very carefully on private lands.

outbreaks as inevitable due

cen predicting this years uncontroflable fire
Jo tack of ‘management’ in National Parks.

The impact of the fires on

local Jandholders was minimal {with some

exceptions) due to careful I}nd management of private lands and good

fortune with wind changes
KNP for many weeks H
predictions have come trug
damage to the Flora and [a

Monaro merina sheep gened

Landholders lived in fear of fire from the
wever landholders are angry that their
and the fires have inflicted immeasurable
ina of the Snowy Mountains.

ic arc sought nationally and our studs must

maintain their flocks to coptinue this dominance, and carning for the

Monaro region.

The recent fires have left

predators such as wild dogs.

no feed within the Parks for wildlife and
Dogs are now impacting more than usual

ot adjoining landholders, ahd starving wildlife are feeding on precious
winfer grasses on private lands — many areas owned by Merino Stud

Breeders.
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The KNP and adjoining private lands were not in drought as has becn
depicted by National Park Management. The only reason that the fires
burnt so hot was due to a huge build up of fuel within the Park.

Voluntcer Bushfire Fighter§y - many of them from the Monzro Merino
Association, have been called upon the fight this years fires for weeks on
end. They are disillusioned ps they feel they have been cxploited to fight
fires that were preventable- did not start on their tands — and their
advice on land management;has not been listened to by the bureaucracy
who have no practical firefighting experience.

Compensation — Although lpsses on private lands were relatively small
considering the area burn{ within the park, compensation to those
landholders and Stud Breeders is inadequate. Burnt boundary fencing
with the National Park is paft compensated but internal division fencing
destroyed is not compensatefl. Loss of Hyestock feed is not considered.

National Parks and Wildlife Service should be held responsible and
linble for all damages as thé fires escaped from the Park on to private
property.

Future Management Practicks ~ As private land managers we insist that
we are consulted and listendd to on the advantages of best practice for
land management. The Nalfional Parks management have listened to
academics and inexperiencefl voices from the ‘green’ urban population
since the 1950s - conscrvatjon has gone off the rails and is now up in
smoke duc {o poor managentent policies pushed from urban Australia.

The Australian eucalypt bush has to he managed. We have observed an
enormous build up of scrub, heath and combustible material that has
lead wp to the recent hot fire storms across two thirds of Kosciusko
National Park ~ now a Natiohal disgrace,
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Monaro Merine Stud Brgcders, together with all other livestock
producers on the Monaro grgently request the following management
strafegies for National Parky and other government lands —

Immediate action to reoped

and canopy timber kept u

all fire trails as accessibility is imperative

der control, Al fire trajls used in the last

ned.

for fire control. Fire lrailRtu be kept in order — Le. scrub cleaned up

fires to left open and maint:

Slow burns regularly used tT stop understory build ap.

National Parks to have thir own specialized Fire Fighting response

units — trained in *bush’ fire
s essential for fire managen

Limited livestock grazing v
tool for fire management.

We as members of the Mol
fire management in Nationa|

fighting. Quick response in rugged terrain
ent.

yithin the National Parks to be utilized as a

aro community urgently require action on
Parks and other government lands.




