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1* May 2003.
Ta whom H May Concern.

! wish o présent cur family's observations regarding the Madintyre's Hut fire as seen
from out propesty In the Cooper mine Hill area on South VWee Jasper Station during the
initiai days. and subsequently from Limestone, Ciear Hills and Noltingham areas.

Ve wara astounded to watch tha progress of this fire with no visible intervention cther
than aerial chearvation from time te time over the Initial days after i’s ignition.

Weather conditions ware mikd for the time of year and one would have believed that
agriiest response {2 a fire in such &0 enormous sma of extremely dry bush woukd bs the
highest prictity.

The fire was allowad to expand apparently for at least three days with Jitie effort to
controd it observad,

Whith available resources, particularly having observed ihe defense of the Bondo and
Buccieuch softwood plantations during the latter days of the fire with foed wing aircraft
and fire retardant compiementing helicopler and ground resources, one would be pretly
sure that this fire, n at Jeast the first three or four days, was controfiatie and with
halicopter backup and access established 10 allow ground resources to be depioyed, this
‘& ghoutld have heen controfied and axtinguished.

Onegainedthefeoﬂm,asmmpmgreued,ﬂmuhmmighthmbaminmmtodoa
fue! reduchion by default by some partes invoived.

The fire continued to expand over tha following vwaek and while some great conkoi lines
wera astablished, defense of these failed from time to time.

About the 15™ the personnal deployad in the Limestone ares including NPWS
representatives requested parmission from RFS to burn tlackberries on the river
frontage as we felt these posed the greatast threat to the Western bank of the river. The
reply was "let g'eaping dogs lie”.

These blackberries caused the fire to cross the river on 17” in a period of gusty variable
wing North of Limastone and presumably the outbresk in the Wyora property area. which
appeared to ocour at the same time. With fimited resources the fire bgcame astablished
and continued 1o expand, the Wyara and tha North Limestore cutbreaks meating on the
afternocn cf 18,

The gefense of this ares West of the Goodradighes River often did not rate encugh
significanice 1o require the presence of RFS personnel or aquipmant except after
sxtreme crises, and for very extended periads, only privaie units and ne RFS officers
were apparent.

The rest [s history and megsive [osses of softwood, privats and pubfic hardwood and
private property, houses and infrastructure eventusted.
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Tha eventuai control af this portion of the fire was [argely due to NSW State Forasts
intarvention. without this, far mare country would have bean affected

The enormous damage 1o the environment as a resull of this fire is stil evident as the
cauntiess tonnes of topsolt and debris cantinue o fiow down the rivers and streams,

The image of environmental vandalism that has been altached to the farming industry
has been surpassed by the inaction of the public sector on this occasion in devastating
such an enormous tract of once beauliful country.

1 cannot understand why fetardant was not utitized on this occasion, one can anty
believe that ignorance ar incompetence of those in command Ja responsible. Even in the
latter stages the fire could have been rendered more managsable with the use of this
rasource.

The performance of retardant was cisarly demonsirsted by MEVY State forestry when the
thweat to the Buccleuch softwood plantatian occurred, end under heavy fuel loads and
thick bush, fhe fire outbreak was extinguiehed by initial rotardation with fixed wing
alrcraft, water application by helicopters then mopping up With ground Grews.

Relatively minor expendifure incurred applying retardant as a means of gaining cormrol of
the fire in its infancy would almost certatnly have saved hundreds of millons in
assessanie firefighting costs and lossas of property, giso the incalculeble cost to the
anvironment, fiora and fauna,

Which ¢oncalvably may never fully recover.

| stronghy support the need for fuel reduction in mest bush courdry, but at the right time
of year, at a ¢ool burn, causing minkmal damage to thve eTwironment, not ncnerating ak
in it's path, craating massive damage not only to flora and desiruction of fauna, but
sewing the seed for stripping of the fopsoit into the waterways.

| am a lifetime tanmer in my 80" year and | hope never to see or be invotved with such
destraction in future, | am not a "Greenie™ bul environmental vandalism of aoy Kind )
cannot abide, and the lack of early Intervention and not utiizing ali available means on

this mmsionm than that,
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John Parker and Family

Tha Dip, South Wee Jasper Station.



