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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE RECENT AUSTRALIAN BUSHFIRES

INQUIRY INTO RECENT AUSTRALIAN BUSHFIRES



ATT: National & N-E Victorian & southern NSW Regional Media

Bushfires Committee to hold public hearings in Wodonga
 Thursday 24 July and Friday 25 July: 
the community of north east Victoria to have their say
The House of Representatives Committee established to examine issues surrounding recent bushfires will hold its third round of public hearings on Thursday and Friday this week, in north-east Victoria.

The committee will hold hearings at the Wodonga Civic and Convention Centre (Hovell Street). The committee will hear from some of the many local residents, community groups and members of bush fire brigades who made submissions to the inquiry. The committee conducted inspections in north east Victoria in May.

The committee - which has received almost 450 written submissions - has already conducted public hearings in the NSW towns of Nowra, Katoomba, Richmond and Cooma, with inspections in the surrounding areas, as well as inspections and hearings in the ACT.

The committee will hold further inspections and public hearings in the Gippsland, western Victoria, Tasmania and Western Australia in the following weeks.

The committee is aiming to table its report on 6 November 2003.

For media comment, contact Committee Chair, Mr Gary Nairn: tel (02) 6297 3952 or 0419 420 108

For queries on the inquiry process, contact the Committee Secretary, Ian Dundas on (02) 6277 4813 or visit the inquiry website at www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/bushfires/
PUBLIC HEARING PROGRAMS

Note: All the written submissions noted below appear on the inquiry website: 

Wodonga – Thursday 24 July 2003 (Civic and Convention Centre, Hovell St, Wodonga)
9.30am 
Bush Users Groups – Indigo (sub #299), Victoria (sub #336)(Mr Bob Richardson), Albury-Wodonga (sub #261)(Ms Win Morgan)

10.15am      Stanley Rural Fire Brigade (sub #355)
11.30am      Brian (Bluey) Bettles
1.30pm 
Shire Councils - Alpine (sub #240), Indigo (sub #285)(Mr John Costello, Ms Ruth Tai), Towong (sub #164) 

2.30 pm 
Fire brigades - Carboor (sub #264), Buffalo (sub #266), Dederang (Mr Jack Hicks)(sub #276), Mudgegonga (Mr Dave Reeves)(sub #39), Noorongong (sub #301)

3.45pm        Open forum
Wodonga – Friday 25 July 2003 (Civic and Convention Centre, Hovell St, Wodonga)
9.00am        Alpine Access and Conservation Group (sub #286)
9.45am        North East Victorian Division of General Practice (sub #160)

10.45am      Mr Peter Curtis (sub #302)

11.30am  
Mr Simon Paton (sub #128), Mr Mac Paton (sub #247), Mr Brian Fraser (sub #323), Mr John and Mrs Robyn Scales (subs #161 and #162), Mr Ron Evans (sub #403)

1.30pm        North-Eastern Apiarists Association (sub #412)(Mr Linton Briggs et al) 

2.15pm        Wilderness Society (sub #305), Albury-Wodonga Environment Centre (sub #167), 

                    Dr Dennis Black

3.15pm        North East Catchment Management Authority (sub #233)

