[image: image1.png]


[image: image1.png]
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE RECENT AUSTRALIAN BUSHFIRES

INQUIRY INTO RECENT AUSTRALIAN BUSHFIRES



ATT: National & ACT Media

Bushfires Committee to hold public hearings in ACT

 Mon 14 July and Tues 15 July: CSIRO, Defence, Emergency Management Australia and the community to have their say
The House of Representatives Committee established to examine issues surrounding recent bushfires will hold its second round of public hearings on Monday and Tuesday next week (Monday 14 July and Tuesday 15 July).

The committee will hold hearings at Parliament House in Canberra. The public hearing program follows. The committee will hear from CSIRO, Defence, Emergency Management Australia, lessees and community associations, the forest industry, residents and others.

The committee is conducting inspections in the ACT and surrounding districts tomorrow (Friday 11 July).

The committee - which has received almost 450 written submissions - has already conducted public hearings in the NSW towns of Nowra, Katoomba, Richmond and Cooma, with inspections in the surrounding areas, as well as inspections of the Snowy River area of NSW and parts of north eastern Victoria.

The committee will hold further inspections and public hearings in the Gippsland, western Victoria, Tasmania and Western Australia in the following weeks.

Committee Chair Gary Nairn said the public hearings will draw out additional evidence and opinion to that already received in the written submissions.

“The information provided in the written submissions is very comprehensive, however it is important to examine closely all of the issues and this is what will be achieved during the public hearings,” Mr Nairn said.

The committee is aiming to table its report on 6 November 2003.

For media comment, contact Committee Chair, Mr Gary Nairn, MP: 
tel (02) 6297 3952 or 0419 420 108

For queries on the inquiry process, contact the Committee Secretary, Ian Dundas on (02) 6277 4813 or visit the inquiry website at www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/bushfires/
Submissions to the inquiry are available on the website.

The public hearing programs for Canberra follow.
…/2 (more follows/over)


2.

PUBLIC HEARING PROGRAMS

Note: All the written submissions noted below appear on the inquiry website: www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/bushfires
CANBERRA – Monday 14 July 2003
Committee Room 2R1, Parliament House, Canberra.
9.45am 
Peter Webb (sub #317)
10.45am 
National Association of Forest Industries (sub #420) and 


Timber Communities Australia (sub #397)


Noeline Franklin (sub #6)

11.45am 
Wayne West (sub #146) 
1.30pm 
Prof Ken Taylor (sub #342)

2.15pm 
Ian Haynes (sub #410)

3.15pm 
CSIRO (subs #346 and #434)

4.15pm 
Open forum
CANBERRA – Tuesday 15 July 2003
Committee Room 2R1, Parliament House, Canberra.

9.00am 
Sir Peter Lawler
9.45am 
Peter Smith (sub #378)
10.45am 
David Menzel (sub #343)
11.30am 
Uriarra Community Association (sub #392)

1.15pm 
Mark Douglas et al (sub #8)

2.00pm 
Val Jeffery (sub #16)

3.00pm 
ACT Rural Lessees Association (sub #330)

3.45pm 
Department of Defence (sub #425) and 

Emergency Management Australia (sub #344) tbc
