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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE RECENT AUSTRALIAN BUSHFIRES

INQUIRY INTO RECENT AUSTRALIAN BUSHFIRES



ATT: National & NSW Media

Bushfires Committee to commence public hearings

- Nowra, Katoomba, Richmond, Cooma: Tues 8 to Thurs 11 July -
Firefighters, Councils, Residents and others to have their say
The House of Representatives Committee established to examine issues surrounding recent bushfires will hold its first public hearings next week (Tuesday 8 July – Thursday 10 July).

The committee will hold hearings in the NSW towns of Nowra, Katoomba, Richmond and Cooma, as well as conducting inspections in surrounding areas. The public hearing program follows.

The committee will hear from volunteer firefighters, firefighting organisations, local councils, residents groups, environmental groups, farmers and others.

The committee - which has received almost 450 written submissions - has already conducted a program of inspections through the Snowy River area of NSW, and into north eastern Victoria.

The committee will hold further inspections and public hearings in Canberra, the Gippsland, western Victoria, Tasmania and Western Australia in the following weeks.

Committee Chair Gary Nairn said the public hearings will draw out additional evidence and opinion to that already received in the written submissions.

“The information provided in the written submissions is very comprehensive, however it is important to examine closely all of the issues and this is what will be achieved during the public hearings,” Mr Nairn said.

The committee is aiming to table its report on 6 November 2003.

For media comment, contact Committee Chair, Mr Gary Nairn, MP: (02) 6297 3952 or 0419 420 108

For queries on the inquiry process, contact the Committee Secretary, Ian Dundas on (02) 6277 4813 or visit the inquiry website at www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/bushfires/
Submissions to the inquiry are available on the website.

The public hearing programs for Nowra, Katoomba, Richmond and Cooma follow.
…/2 (more follows/over)


2.

PUBLIC HEARING PROGRAMS

Note: All the written submissions noted below appear on the inquiry website: www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/bushfires
NOWRA – Tuesday 8 July 2003
Shoalhaven City Council Chambers, 36 Bridge Rd, Nowra

9.00am Barry Russell –  Shoalhaven City Council

9.45am Ross Reeves (submission #242)

11.00am Des Melville (Manyana District Citizens Association, sub #241); Brian Hawkins

(Narrawallee Residents and Ratepayers Association, sub #237)

11.45am Prof. Rob Whelan – University of Wollongong (sub #351)

1.30pm Bill Hancock (sub #238)

2.00pm Open forum
KATOOMBA – Wednesday 9 July 2003
Blue Mountains City Council Chambers, 2-6 Civic Pl, Katoomba

9.00am Blue Mountains City Council (sub #329)

9.45am Blue Mountains Conservation Society (sub #209)

10.15am Volunteer Fire Fighters – Don Nott (sub #404), Kevin Brown

RICHMOND – Wednesday 9 July 2003
Mc Donald Room, Building P21, University of Western Sydney Hawkesbury Campus,

Cnr Vine & Yarramundi Sts Richmond

1.00pm Wilberforce Rural Fire Brigade (sub #204)

1.45pm Kurrajong Heights Rural Fire Brigade (sub #158)

2.30pm NSW Rural Fire Service Association (sub #386)(Ross Jones & Brian McKinley) 

3.45pm Kurt Lance (sub #4), Brian Hungerford (sub #32)

4.30pm Residents roundtable: Raymond Barnard (sub #24), Barbara Powe (sub #83), Warwick Nichols (sub #140), Herbert Bolles (sub #181)

5.15pm Friends of East Killara (sub #396)

COOMA – Thursday 10 July 2003
Cooma-Monaro Shire Council Chambers, 81 Commissioner St, Cooma.

9.00am Roundtable of volunteer fire fighters: Philip Reid – Snowy River (sub #76), Darvel Dickson, David Fletcher (sub #94), Steve Mackey (sub #106), Richard Blyton (sub #30), Clive Cottrell (sub #9), John King (sub #130)

10.00am Snowy River Bushfire Management Committee (sub #359) - David Glasson, Chair

11.00am Access for All (sub #104) - Neil Waddell, John Snell, Terry Hart

11.45 am Bombala Council (sub #389) & Snowy River Shire Council (sub #431)

1.30 pm Vic Jurskis (sub #177), George Dobbyns (sub #54), Graham Gray (sub #97)

2.15pm Thredbo Alpine Village (sub #356)

3.00pm Cooma District Council of the NSW Farmers Association (sub #353)

4.15 pm Cooma Rural Lands Protection Board (sub #309)

5.00 pm Open forum

