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Parliamentary Commitice on Aged Care Years On
¢/- Jill Hall MHR
26 Macquarie Strect
BELMONT NSW 2280
Dear Jill
AGED CARE 40 YEARS ON

First I must apologize for my lack of preparation for the Forty Years On Meeting. [ was only asked to
atlend at about 11 a.m. as I had come in to do some volumary work and so was able to attend.

Having thought about the issucs involved I would suggest that the under mentioned need follow up re

Amputees:-

1. Anticipated growth in numbers: obesity, diabetes, circulation and accident related
causes -education campaigos for a healthier lifestyle and diet.

2. More proactive blood testing advice and follow up at GP and other levels.

3. Prevention is better and far chesper than amputation.

4. We are very concerned at the very restricted number of qualified and competent
prosthetists. Private prosthetists arc employing people virtually off the street. without
training, Ring Henry Armstong on 49 32 0791 for an actual experiencel

5. There is, I belicve only onc institution in Australia providing a prosthetist's degrez and
that is in Victoria-a long way from home for many young people who conld be mterested
in such a career.

6. Re the qualiry of work tumed out by some qualified prosthetists ( see attached article)
from one of our members and remember that these are not 1solated cases,

7. Australia ranks lowest in the Western world for the provision of prosthetic devices and

services.
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U(asuuable. S other Australian madc legs have been, she will bein limbo :
ln the mcarmme sheis usmg Canadlan cmtchs tor mobduy=
9. sider; mg-the_many aad vaned voluntary support organisations exxstm fors

all bav similar problems in'lack of sufficient volunn.‘crs

Why is it that Australlans c;m w(n
gold medals at the Winter O)ymples
and - run the best.ever -Summer ; -
Olympics but cannot make a Iunc- ¥
“tlonal artificial leg?
In late 1988 I. approached Lhe.
Government's umb -making ‘céntre
~in North Sydney. Three unwearable .
legs were made for.me there. All had:: - -
obvious pnm-induclnE faults . (e.g’
rivets hol countersunk), forcing me =
o0 approach a private limb centre
In Redfern. This company’s badly _
constructed lmb’ also contained.
the same defects, making the imb :
unwearable, .
I moved back to the Hunter remou :
and made do with ofder prosthet.
ics, which had long passed Lheu' use-
by date.
In 2000 the artltlual lnnb centre |
attached to a Newcaslle hospital
SI'X_F plied the most crudely’ made
{flcial leg I have ever examined -
.in my 60 years as an amputeesThe
. faults are beyond correctfong At Lhe
‘present time®a private prozilielic
company In Islington is trylng o
produce a wearable leg for me,
Icould go offshore, as many of our
traditional and successful indus-
triegs have done, and get a mall-order
artificial leg from Londen, | have |
done this successfully since 1956, .
But the collapse of our dollar puls °
this beyond .my limited means.: -
Where is this soclely headed?

Henry Armstrong, Farley

AlM: TO IMPROVE THE OQUALITY OF UFE FOR AMPUTEES - .



