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________________ Submission No. 134STANDING COMMIUEE

05 MAR The Treasury
Langton Crescent

eIephozQ~~b~l~44O1 PARKES AC~2600
ac~imile: (02)62633l~ THE TREASURY

26 February,2003

Dr. A. Southcott,MP
Chairman

HouseofRepresentativesStanding Committeeon Ageing
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Southcott

EOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STM4DING COMMITTEE ON AGEING

I amwriting with regard to Treasury’sappearancebefore theHouseofRepresentativesStanding
Committeeon Ageing on 7 February 2003.

At that StandingCommittee,you requesteda break-down by ageofthelabour force participation
rates for thirty OECD countries (page36 oftheHansardtranscriptofthatdaterefers).

In responseto this request,attachedarethelabour forceparticipation ratesfor thirty OECD
countries divided by genderandage.

Yours sincerely

General Manager
FiscalandSocialPolicy Division
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Labour PorceParticipation Ratesfor Males by Age (2000)’”~
Country 15-19 20-24 25-34 35s44 45.54 55-59 60-64 65+
Australia 54.6 85.0 91.9 91.6 87.1 73.2 46.9 øs
Austria 47.7 74.4 92,4 96.3 91.1 63.1 13.2 4.4
Be1g~nm 11.6 65.5 95.6 94.3 85.9 53.8 18.8 2.2
Canada 51.8 79.9 91.6 92.4 88.9 72.9 46.1 9.5
CzechRepublic 16.0 79.4 96.0 96.8 92.3 75.8 24.5 6.8
Denmark 64.7 84.4 92.4 93.0 89.2 82.9 93.3 3.9
Finland 30.4 71.1 91.7 92.8 87.9 66.0 28.3 6.3
France 11.4 55.5 93.7 95.9 92.8 65.8 15.5 1.9
Germany 36.7 79.0 93.9 98.4 94.9 77.7 31.0 4.6
Greece 15,9 68.1 94.8 97.0 91.3 72.1 45.2 8.4
Hungary 12.9 61.1 89.3 89.7 79.6 51.8 12.0 3.9
Iceland 55.8 84.9 93.6 98.7 96.0 96.9 91.9 28.9
Ireland 34,). 79.1 94.0 93.4 88.0 64.7 64.7 14.7
Italy 21.9 63,6 81.1 94.7 95.1 69.2 31.4 5.8
Japan 18.4 72.7 96.7 97.7 97,0 94,2 72.6 34.1
Korea 11.6 51.6 89.4 95.0 91.0 77.8 63.2 39.8
Luxembourg 12.5 61.5 93.8 96.8 91.4 58.0 16.5 2.3
Mexico 56.2 84.0 96.4 97.5 94.3 87.1 73.7 50.1
Netherlands 59.3 82,4 95.0 94.4 90.7 68.3 24.5 5.4
NewZealand 53.7 79.2 91.1 91.5 91.5 72.2 72.2 11.8
Norway 52.3 79.3 91.0 92.5 90.8 84.8 60.6 14.2
Poland 12.8 68.7 94.0 92.1 79.1 51.4 29.7 12.4
Portugal 29.0 70.6 92.8 94.2 91.0 73,8 55.8 25.4
SlovakRepublic 21.2 80.5 94.9 95.5 90.9 65.6 10.6 2.0
Spain 32.8 66.7 92.3 95.3 90.6 75.6 42.8 2.5
Sweden 32.0 70.0 88.6 92.1 91,1 72,8 72.8 15.1
Switzerland 70.5 70.5 96.5 97.0 97.0 19.3 79.3 14.3
Turkey 45.3 72.0 92.5 94.3 76.5 57.9 47.4 31.9
UnitedKingdom
UnitedStates

63.9
53.0

81.9
82693.4

93.8 93.3
92.6

88.1
88.6

74.8
77,1

50.3
54.8

7.9
17.5

Source:OECDLabourForce Statistics1980-2000
(1)The participationratefor a givenagegroupLa definedastheratio betweenthetotal (or civilian) labour forcefor the
agegroup dividedby thetotalpopulationfor the agegroup,
(2)Austria— 1998 and Netherlands— 1999
(3) The agebracketsfor somecouniriesdiffer to thoselisted. Theclosestpossiblecategoryhasbeenused,however,
refertothe sonreadocumentfor more details.
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Labour Force Participation Ratesfor Femalesby Age(2OOO)~~~

Country 15.19 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 65-i-
Australia 58.7 77.5 69.7 71.4 -- 70.9 47.7 22.3 2.9
Austria 35.1 70.9 77.5 76.4 68.2 24.8 8.4 1.9
Belgium 8.8 55,8 83.7 76.5 58.3 24.9 7.1 1.1
Canada 51.8 73.9 79.7 80.2 75.5 53.4 27.2 3.3
CzechRepublic 13.9 61.8 70.1 89.0 86.6 32.6 11.9 2.4
Denmark 61,9 74.2 82.4 88.9 81.8 67.7 23.6 1.6
Finland 36.6 64,8 78.3 87.8 87.6 66.7 21.6 2.0
France 6.0 46.9 78.6 79.9 76.5 51.9 13.5 0.9

Gennany 27.9 68.8 76.3 78.9 75.3 55.3 12.7 1.7
Greece 13.4 56.3 71,2 65.0 48.6 31.4 20.5 2.7
Hungary 10.3 50.4 60.4 70.5 73.6 20.7 5.1 1.9
Iceland 65.5 81.0 85.4 87.7 91.8 80.2 72.5 12.0

Ireland 26.2 67.6 77,2 63.1 52.2 27.8 27.8 2.9
Italy 14.9 50.2 61.8 63,6 47,2 33.4 8.0 1.6
Japan 16.6 72.7 63.9 65.3 69.9 58.1 39.5 14.4

Korea 12,5 60.8 52.2 613 60.5 50.7 45.5 22.5
Luxembourg 8.6 51.0 75.7 64.0 52.8 20.9 12.5 1.2
Mexico 30.0 42,9 46.4 48.0 40,7 32.9 23.6 14.5
Netherlands 61.2 79,9 79.5 72.5 61.8 36.1 9.7 1.3
NewZealand 53.1 67.1 67.9 75,6 78.2 48.0 48.0 4,4
Norway 52.4 68.9 81.7 85.6 83,4 71.8 48.4 8.5
Poland 9.0 58.6 76,5 82.8 70.3 31.8 16.3 5.2
Po~ga1 21.9 58.8 82.1 79.6 68.9 47.8 36.7 13.5
SlovakRepublic 20.9 62.9 77.2 89.5 81.7 17.2 3.4 0.6
Spain 21.5 56.9 74.1 64.1 47.4 28,5 16.6 0.9
Sweden 37,8 61.6 81.9 87.9 87.0 65.9 65.9 6.1
Switzerland 66.0 66,0 78,6 78.6 77,3 62.4 8.2 8.2
Turkey 23.4 31.1 29.6 28.2 24.5 22.7 17.0 10.3
UnitedKingdom 61.6 68.9 75.3 77.2 75.9 57.6 25.9 3.4
UnitedStates 51.3 73.3 76.3 77,3 76.8. 61.2 40.1 9.4
Source;OECD LabourForce Statistics1980-2000
(1) Theparticipation rate for a givenagegroupLa definedasthe ratiobetweenthe total (orcivilian) labourforce for the
agegroupdivided by the total population for the agegroup.
(2)A~trja—1998and Netherlands-.1999
(3)Theagebracketsfor somecountriesdiffer to thoselisted. Theclosestpossiblecategoryhasbeenused,however,
referto thesourcedocumentfor moredetails.


