
Adam Cunningham
Inquiry Secretary
StandingCommitteeon Ageing
ParliamentHouse

CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearMr Cunningham

Subm~ss~onNo. 116

~tAND~G COMMITTEE

10 January2003

Re:Inquiry Into Long-TermStrategiesTo AddressTheAgeingOfThe

AustralianPopulationOverTheNext40 Years

ACOSSis pleasedto provideasubmissionto this Inquiry~Apart from this
briefintroductoryletter,thebulk ofoursubmissionis containedin theattached

• documents,which outlineourpolicieson arangeofissuespertinentto the
termsof referenceoftheInquiry.

Thewayin which countriesrespondto demographicchangeis determinedby
• manydifferent forces,includingtherelativevalueplacedonparticularsocial

outcomes. ForACOSS,thedebateaboutpopulationageingprovidesan
opportunityto planandimplementasetofpoliciesat anationallevel thatwill

• makeAustraliaafairersociety,particularlyin termsofthedistributionof
work, incomeandcaringresponsibilities.

Thereare-anumberofurgentissuesfacingAustraliawhich,if n~taddressedin

theshortto mediumterm,will havelastingeffectson theAustralianpopulation

andmakeit moredifficult to managepopulationageingoverthe longerterm.
Keyconcernsaretheproblemsofunemploymentandjoblessnesswhich havea•
profoundeffect on thecurrentincomelevels,skill levelsandsocial
corinectednessofmanyAustraliansaswell ason futureretirementsavings,tax
revenueandsocialsecurityexpenditure. Othermajorconcernsincludethe
suppl.yofaffordablehousing(includingtheimportanceofthe links between
labourandhousingmarkets),thestrengthandintegrity ofthetaxbaseandthe
level ofsupportfor family andcommunitybasedcareuponwhich economic
activity rests.
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In termsofpopulationageingandemployment,ACOSSsupportsthe
Government’sapproachofincreasingworkforceparticipationamongmature
agepeopleandextendingtheageofretirement. This approachwill helpto
shift employerattitudestowardsthe employmentofolderpeopleand,with the
rightpolicy settingsin place,shouldhaveabeneficialeffecton the living
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standardsof olderpeople,coststo governmentandcontributionsto the
economybothnowandin thefuture.

Forthis strategyto workhowever,significantinvestmentwill beneededto
enableolderpeopleto work, including investmentin:
- life long learning,reskilling andemploymentexperiencefor olderpeople;
• communityservices(including transport)andhealthcarefor olderpeople2

- othercommunityservices,suchaschild care,respitecareandin homecare,
asolderpeople(manyofwhom provideunpaidcarein thecommunity)
movebackinto theworkforceorextendtheirworking lives; and

• moreflexible workpractices.

While policiesdirectedat olderpeoplearecritically importantin managing
populationageing,awholeofpopulationfocusis requiredif Australiais to
sustainits social,economic,culturalandenvironmentalhealthoverthenext
forty years. This means,in particular,aprogressiveandadaptivetax system
to underpinneededsocialexpenditure. This is thefocusofthematerial
includedin thissubmission.

Yourssincerely

AndrewMcCallum
President

‘For agood summaryoftheseissuespleasereferto thepublicationproducedby Council on theAgeing (Australia)
andtheCommitteefor EconomicDevelopmentofAustralia,OlderAustralians:A WorkingFuture,Vol 10/2000.

2 This refersto theservicesneededto supportolderpeoplein employment. Fora separatediscussionof thespecific

issuessurroundingagedcare,pleasereferto thework oftheNationalAged CareAlliance andin particular,the
discussionpaperpreparedby JanWebster,Optionsfor FinancingLongTermCarefor olderpeoplein Australia,
January2002.



List of publications enclosedor to be forwarded

ACOSS,ACOSSBudgetPrioritiesStatement2003-04(to beforwardedwhenpublished)

ACOSS,GeneratingJobs:F~fleenStrategiesfor ReducingUnemploymentinAustralia,
ACOSSPaper118, October2001

ACOSS,Fairnessandflexibility: Makingsuperannuationworkfor low andmiddle income-
earners,Submissionto theSenateSelectCommitteeon Superannuation‘s inquiry into
superannuationandstandardsofliving in retirement,ACOSSPaper123,May 2002

Harvey,R., Optionsfor ReformingthePharmaceuticalBenefitsScheme:Submissionto the
InterdepartmentalCommittee,ACOSS Info Paper320,August2002

ACOSS,Public andCommunityHousing:A rescuepackageneeded,ACOSSInfo Paper323,
October2002

ACOSS,Aframeworkfor Commonwealth/StateHousingAgreementnegotiationsandbeyond,
ACOSSInfo Paper319,August2002

ACOSSMediaRelease,ACOSScallsfor replacementofbabybonuswith a universal
maternitybenefit,11 December2002


