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Summary

There is significant audiovisual material held in institutions and in private hands in
Australia that relates to Timor-Leste. This includes substantial collections at National
Film and Sound Archive and the National Library of Australia. This material is
relevant to the history of Timor-Leste, of Timor-Leste’s struggle for independence,
but is currently not easily available for scholars, individuals or communities in Timor-
Leste. Australia’s relationship with Timor-Leste would be substantially strengthened
if Australia were to help make this material available in Timor-Leste (especially for
those who operate within a predominantly oral culture), and to younger diasporic and
local East Timorese who do not have the historical context for this material.

Background

My submission is based on my knowledge as a dual citizen of Timor-Leste and
Australia, and my experience as a diasporic East Timorese. It is based on work done
to date as a 2011 Research Scholar in the National Film and Sound Archives, entitled:
Reconstructing and preserving East Timorese Indigenous identity, culture, values and
beliefs through archival research, and work with the University of Melbourne.

Significant audio-visual material exists in Australia relating to important historical
events in Timor-Leste. With time, the main agents in these events have passed away,
and there is a danger that age and memory will dissipate this human history and
resource for Timor-Leste.
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Conclusion

Australia is currently home to a wealth of East Timorese cultural material. Preserving
and sharing this material with the people of Timor-Leste and to younger diasporic and
local East Timorese can greatly enhance Australia’s relationship with Timor-Leste.
The Australian Government should seek ways to further support this critical building
block of national identity.
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